MOTH vs. BUTTERFLY:
A LEPIDOPTERA 1D FLOWCHART

It’s not always easy to tell the difference between a moth and a butterfly. They have a
lot in common, and sometimes the expected differences won’t help you know which is
which. (Some butterflies are brown; some moths are highly patterned.) This chart will
help you work out which of these two insects you're in the company of. Both are in

the order Lepidoptera, so that’s a good place to start.
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