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Maxine
Bob Graham
ISBN: 9781406387636
September 2021

Outline:
Max has a new baby sister – Maxine! Max is there for her first words, her first steps and … her first flight! But 
as Maxine grows up and starts school, she doesn’t feel like she quite fits in. In fact, she’s not sure if she feels 
comfortable in her superhero guise at all. Can Maxine convince her family that not all superheroes wear capes? With 
a strong, incredibly smart girl at its centre, this is a book to inspire any child to dream big and be exactly who, and 
how, they want to be.

Author/Il lustrator Information:
Bob Graham is a Kate Greenaway-winning bookmaker who has written and illustrated many acclaimed children’s 
picture books including The Poesy Ring, Home in the Rain, How to Heal a Broken Wing, How the Sun Got to Coco’s 
House, Max, Jethro Byrde: Fairy Child and The Underhills. His 2011 title, A Bus Called Heaven, is endorsed by 
Amnesty International UK and was the winner of the 2012 Children’s Book Council of Australia Picture Book of the 
Year Award – a prize Bob has won an unprecedented seven times. He has been awarded the prestigious Prime 
Minister’s Literary Award in Australia twice, in 2014 for Silver Buttons and in 2017 for Home in the Rain. Bob lives in 
Melbourne.

How to Use These Notes:
This story works on many levels. The suggested activities are therefore for a wide age and ability range. Please select 
accordingly.
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Before Reading
View the cover and title of the book. Identify the 
following: 

•	The title
•	The author/illustrator
•	The publisher
•	The blurb. 

What do you think the story might be about from 
looking at the title only? Do your ideas change after 
seeing the cover? Write your own story using the 
title Maxine.

 
Exploring the Book
Who do you think the audience for this book is? 
Why? 

Is Maxine an imaginative, informative or persuasive 
text? How can you tell?

Write a book review on Maxine. Include what you 
liked about the book, who you think would enjoy it 
the most and mention any other books you think 
are similar. 

On the whiteboard or on a large sheet of paper, 
place an image of the cover of Maxine and surround 
it with words that describe the book. Include words 
that describe what you liked and what you disliked 
about the book.

At one point, the children all say what they want 
to be when they grow up. As a class, take turns 
saying what you want to be when you grow up and 
why. Don’t worry if you’re not sure – Maxine doesn’t 
know what she wants to be either!

Why do you think Maxine wanted to wear jeans 
and not her superhero costume like the rest of her 
family? Have you ever felt like you wanted to do 
things differently to your siblings or other members 
of your family? How did that make you feel?

Do you think Max is a good brother to Maxine? 
Why/why not? What are some ways you could 
support your sibling if they’re feeling sad or 
uncertain?

Has there ever been a new baby in your family, 
maybe a sibling, a cousin or even a close family 
friend? How did it make you feel? What did you 
think the baby would be like? Did you form any 
expectations? These expectations could include an 
expectation of gender or expectations of physical 
attributes or interests, abilities, skills or personality 
traits.

Even before they knew if she was a girl or a 
boy, Maxine’s family knew she had a mask and 
was a superhero. She comes from a long line of 
superheroes. Do you think the family were shocked 
that she had a mask already or do you think the 
family would have been more shocked if she didn’t 
have a mask? Looking at the first illustrations, what 
other expectations do you think they would have 
had about Maxine (i.e. she’d have red hair? That 
she would fly?)

How do you think all those expectations from all 
those people made Maxine feel? Have you ever 
felt a similar way? Discuss with a classmate how 
expectations can be good and bad (or even neutral) 
in different circumstances. Together, write down an 
example of a good expectation, a bad expectation 
and a neutral expectation (examples could include 
things like I expect the school bell to ring at home 
time, my teacher expects me to get every question 
correct on this test, my parents expect me to eat 
broccoli for dinner, I expect to get lots of presents 
on my birthday).

Maxine’s parents show her a wall of portraits. What 
clues are there that tell us these are pictures of 
Maxine’s ancestors? How do they look similar or 
different to Maxine? You could consider hair colour, 
eyes, clothes, etc. Do you look and dress like 
members of your family? Do you think whether you 
look similar or different to your family matters? Why 
or why not?
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Exploring the Illustrations
Analyse one of the double-page spreads from the 
book. Questions to ask could include:

•	What do you look at first? Why? Then how does 
your eye travel around the page? (This is called 
the “reading path”.)

•	What techniques and materials has Bob 
Graham used? (For example, pencil, 
watercolour, ink.)

•	What perspective has he used? Is the picture 
shown close-up or from a distance?

•	What objects are big and small? Why are they 
shown this way?

•	What objects are in the foreground (front) of the 
picture? The background? Midground?

•	What are the dominant colours? What mood 
(feeling) do these colours create?

•	Where are the people in the picture looking?
•	Why are they looking there? What effect does 
this have? 

Look at the pictures of Maxine and Max’s rooms. 
What can you learn about each of them from what’s 
in their rooms? What would someone learn about 
you from looking in your room?

Further Activities 
Find other books by Bob Graham at your library, 
and compare them to Maxine. How are they similar 
or different? You could especially look for Bob 
Graham’s book Max at your library and compare 
that to Maxine!

Write a story about an adventure Maxine and her 
brother Max have together.

Imagine you and your family members all had super 
powers. Would you all have the same
powers or would each family member have a 
different strength? Would you all dress the
same like Maxine’s family or have different 
costumes? Would you be a family of HEROES or
VILLAINS? Draw your superpowered family and 
share your picture with a classmate. 

Write a letter to Bob Graham giving your thoughts 
on the book. What did you like about it? What did 
it teach you? Edit your letter then send it to Walker 
Books Australia to pass on to Bob!

Other Great Titles From Bob Graham

Ellie’s Dragon 
Bob Graham
9781406387629 HB
Classroom ideas available

The Underhills: A Tooth Fairy 
Story 
Bob Graham
9781406387612 HB  

Rose Meets Mr 
Wintergarten
Bob Graham
9780744598292 PB

Max
Bob Graham	
9781925381672 PB


