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Good Question
Sue Whiting
ISBN: 9781760650841
May 2020

Outline:
Have you ever wondered why Henny Penny thought the sky was falling? Well, here’s a story that might just give 
you the answer. Told from Fox’s point of view this magical tale links fairy story and nursery rhyme characters in a 
delightful, funny and quirky way. All Fox wants is a tasty meal to fill his hungry belly. But he keeps wandering into the 
WRONG stories. No dinner for him – just more trouble! Will Fox ever find the RIGHT story?

Author/Il lustrator Information:
Sue Whiting is a children’s and young adult author and editor who lives and works in a small coastal village south of 
Sydney. She has written numerous books in a variety of genres: fiction and nonfiction, picture books through to YA, 
including the best-selling Missing, and the CBCA 2019 Notable  Book, Beware the Deep Dark Forest.
Sue is passionate about storytelling and the power of story to transform lives, and has been fascinated with picture 
books since her early years as a primary school teacher. Good Question is her 69th published book, her tenth picture 
book and her second collaboration with the talented Annie White. Join her on her adventures in story at https://
suewhiting.com 
 
Annie White works from her studio in Melbourne, Australia. She has illustrated over 70 books for children and her 
distinctive images are full of expression and movement. Annie’s previous book with Walker Books Australia was 
Beware the Deep Dark Forest.

How to Use These Notes:
This story works on many levels. The suggested activities are therefore for a wide age and ability range. Please select 
accordingly.
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Before Reading 

View the cover and title of the book. Identify the 
following: 

• The title
• The author/illustrator
• The publisher
• The blurb 

What do you think the story might be about from 
looking at the title only? Make up your own story 
using the title Good Question.

Do your ideas change after seeing the cover? 
What characters can you see on the cover? Why 
do you think they might be looking at Fox? What 
type of story do you think Good Question might 
be?

The subtitle of this book is “A Tale Told 
Backwards.” What is a subtitle? What do you 
think this subtitle could mean? 

The Front Endpapers

What do the endpapers tell you about the setting of 
this story?

Identify/list all the characters you can find.
Follow the pathway from left to right and tell a story 
about your journey. What do you see? Smell? Hear?

What were the characters doing? How did they 
react when they saw you? How did you feel? What 
did you do?

Exploring the Book

Who do you think the audience for this book is? 
Why? 

 Good Question is an imaginative text. What do you 
think that means? How can you tell?

Fox goes through a range of feelings in the story. 
Look at each spread and discuss how Fox might be 

feeling (other than hungry). Discuss situations when 
students have felt the same way and why.

Think about the story from one of the other fairytale 
character’s perspectives, like the giant, the wolf, 
or the fairy godmother. How might they see events 
differently to Fox? Is either perspective right or 
wrong? Perhaps write or tell the giant’s / wolf’s / 
bears’ / fairy godmother’s story. What would they 
be thinking, feeling and saying? What might have 
happened after Fox left? How would Fox entering 
their “story” change the original story?

Fill in a Book Report Card for Good Question. 
Include: Title / Author / Illustrator / your favourite 
part / favourite character / favourite illustration / 
favourite sentence / what you liked about the book 
/ what the author could have done better / who you 
think would enjoy it the most.

On the whiteboard or on a large sheet of paper, 
place an image of the cover of Good Question and 
surround it with words that describe the book. 
Include words that describe what you liked and 
what you disliked about the book.

Fox character is telling this story. He is talking 
directly to you, the reader. How does that make you 
feel? How would the story be different if it was told 
in a different way?

Identify each fairytale Fox goes through. Does 
reading Good Question make you think differently 
about any of your favourite fairytales? Why or why 
not? Did Fox belong in these stories? Why or why 
not?

The Ending

Why did Fox think it was now finally dinnertime? 
What did he see that made him think his luck might 
be changing? 

How does this ending change what you know about 
the story of Henny Penny? Take a look at the final 
wordless spread with the hen, duck and goose 
following Fox. Tell the story of what happens next.
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Other Books by Sue Whiting:

Missing
Sue Whiting
9781760650032 
Classroom ideas available
 

A Swim in the Sea
Sue Whiting
9781925126334 
Classroom ideas available 

Beware the Deep 
Dark Forest
Sue Whiting
9781742032344 
Classroom ideas available

The Book of Chance 
Sue Whiting
9781760651367 
Classroom ideas available 

Final Endpapers 

Compare these with the front endpapers. What has 
changed? Why? 

Why do you think all the characters are chasing 
Fox? Do you think he will get away? Tell the story of 
what might happen next.

Exploring the Illustrations

How do the illustrations add to the story? How 
would the story be different if there were no 
illustrations?

On many spreads, several of the words are different 
sizes and shapes. Why do you think the book’s 
designer has done this? How does it add to the 
story? How should you read the words in BOLD or 
capital letters etc.?

Choose one of the spreads and have a class 
discussion about the following: 

• How do you think Fox and the other characters 
are feeling? What clues might there be in the 
pictures? 

• Is there a main colour in this spread? How does 
it make you feel?

• Do the colours change from spread to spread? 
Why might that be?  

The illustrator, Annie White, has used digital 
collage to create the illustrations. She scanned 
different materials and used them to create different 
textures. Can you work out what she might have 
used? Take a look at Fox’s fur, the giant’s tunic, the 
trees’ bark and leaves, the goose’s body etc. Do 
you think this technique is effective? How might it 
look if Annie used only paint or pencil?

Annie White used leaf prints to create the leaves in 
Fox’s tree. Can you create your own trees / forest 
using leaf printing and collage?

Creative Responses to the Text

Write your own “tale told backwards.” What are 
some of the challenges writing a story this way?

Retell Fox’s story starting at the beginning. You 
could start with something like this:
Once there was a very hungry fox …

Choose a fairytale and write your own twisted 
version. What makes yours different from the 
original, and why did you choose to these changes? 

Create a play based on Good Question. Assign 
actors to play Fox, the giant, Jack, the wolf, the pig, 
the three bears, the fairy godmother, horses and 
Henny Penny.  Other students can manage props 
(like a tree) and effects (such as the wolf’s belly 
growling). Perform your play at a school assembly.

Discussion Questions and Activit ies:
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