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It’s good to know where things are going ... and
where other things have gone.

A father and child head out for the day — just what
they feel like doing. They see beetles wandering past,
snails sliding by, and bees and balloons flying above.

Where are they all going?
Going home, perhaps, says Dad.

A beautiful and quietly meaningful tale of life, loss
and love.

About the Author

Stmon Howe is an illustrator and author with a
broad appetite for children's literature, animation,
storytelling and design. He has worked with several
notable Australian authors on books for children, and
has designed and directed animation for advertising
and television. Grounded in themes of childhood,
family, hope and home, his work has been nominated
for the Australian Book Industry Awards and the
Australian Book Design Awards, and his first authored
book, Shoosh, has been distributed by the Bounty

Bag network to over 60,000 children in Queensland.
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Going Home is a book that celebrates parenthood,
childhood, and the idea of home. The vision of
home in the story is a universal and inevitable
return to safety,?;miliarity and comfort for all

things.

The two mice and their meandering day was
inspired by a real day I spent with my daughter
when she was about two years old. I commented
on a car and suggested that it was someone driving
home. My daughter took a hold of this idea and
began to apply it to other things. We looked at
insects and she decided they were going home. We
looked at a plane and she thought that was going
home too. Increasingly, things got more abstract.
Clouds, drops of rain and a stick dropped in a
creek were all heading for home. She decided that
everything was on its way home. And I wondered
whether she was right.

My hope is that Going Home inspires children and
their grown-ups to reflect on what home means
to them, and to be comforted by the suggestion

that the peace and reassurance of home is ahead of
all things at all times. I also wish to suggest that
a secure and confident sense of home can impact

the adventures we undertake, the way we love each

other, and our ability to let go and say goodbye.
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1. What does ‘home’ mean to you? Think of some words that
describe what home feels like.

2. In the story, lots of different things are ‘going home’. Can
you name something you think is going home right now?

3. Do you think everything has a home? What might be the
‘home’ of a cloud, a rock, or a raindrop?

4. When you leave home — for school, a trip, or an adventure —
what helps you feel safe and brave?

5. What makes a place feel like home? Is it the walls and roof,
or the people, or something else?

6. The mice say goodbye to things on their walk. Think of a
time you had to say goodbye to something? How did you feel?

7. Think of a time you were really excited to go home. What
were you looking forward to most?

Jq'ctLthLes:

1. In the book, we see the two mice out for a day of wandering and
exploration. Add more to their day by drawing a picture of the mice
in a place you like to visit, or doing something you like to do.

2. Draw a map of your home, marking spots that are particularly
special to you (your bed, a tree outside, where you keep your
favourite toy).

3. Go outside with your teacher and the rest of the class. Take
notice of things that might be “going home” (a leaf blowing, a bird
flying, a puddle drying). Draw or write two things you saw and
where you imagine each one is headed.

4. Using recycled materials (cardboard, scraps of fabric, sticks),

build a miniature home for the mice. What would make the mice
feel safe? What do they need inside?
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