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ABOUT THE BOOK

FREDDIE JONES:
THE MYSTERY OF THE TROUBLESOME TREES
AUTHOR: KATE FOSTER
ISBN 9781760659936 PAPERBACK
FEBRUARY 2026

Freddie is off to join his parents at a luxury resort for

his first ever holiday, along with his trusty assistance

dog Hobnob and Grandma Lilly. He can’t wait to see the

rainforest and its incredible and dangerous inhabitants
like cassowaries and crocodiles.

But it turns out there’s more to explore — and in store -
than Freddie ever imagined. The ecosystem is not behaving
as it should, and noises, lights and sounds are popping up
all around the resort, leaving behind a trail of mysterious
and troublesome trees. Who, or what, is behind it?

Can Freddie, Hobnob and Grandma Lilly solve the mystery,
or will it be too late?

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

[CATE FOSTER is a children’s author writing about friends,
family, and dogs. Originally from a small town in the
south east of England, she now lives on the stunning Gold
Coast in Australia with her family and second-hand dogs.
She is passionate about encouraging and teaching a wider
understanding of autism and mental iliness via positive
approach and representation.
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DISCUSSION POINTS:

1. Before reading the book, study the front and back covers. Look at all the little details

the illustrator has included.
Does the cover make you want to read the book?
What do you think is going to happen in the story?
Can you identify what themes there will be?

2. After you've finished reading the book, revisit the answers you wrote for the above

questions.
Did you predict the story correctly@
How did the story end up being different to what you thought would happen just by looking at
the cover?@

3. Freddie is taking is first trip on an aeroplane and he’s feeling a lot of different

emotions.
Why do you think that is2
Can you remember your first trip on an aeroplane and how you felf
How about your first time on other types of public transport, like a boat, train or bus?
Describe those feelings. Write about your first holiday or frip away from home.
What things do you remember most? VWhat emotions did you feel2

4. Hobnob is Freddie’s assistance dog. There are many people who rely on dogs, and other

animals to help and support them in their life.
What are some ways in which Hobnob helps Freddie each day?
Can you think of other jobs that dogs have?
What do you think makes dogs particularly good at these jobs?@

5. Freddie is very close to his mum and dad, but he’s also close to his grandma.
In what ways are Freddie and Grandma similar?
In what ways are Freddie and Grandma different2
Which family members, or perhaps friend, are you close to and why?
What is it that makes you want to be with them?

6. Cassowaries are important to the rainforest ecosystem but are currently endangered.
Have you ever seen a cassowary?
Where did you see one?
How about another endangered species?

ACTIVITIES:

1. CREATE A POSTER! Show the dangers cassowaries or another endangered creature face in

the wild and what humans can do to protect them. Use illustrations and/or photographs and
different texts, fonts and colours to capture a person’s aftention.

2.DRAW A FEELINGS MAP! Map out how you felt the first time you went on a frip away from
home. Think about how you felt before the trip began, during the journey, once you arrived,
and so on. Use words and/or draw facial expressions/emojis.

3.DESIGN A NEW COVER! Once you've finished reading the book, draw and design a new
cover for it. Think about your favourite book covers and why you like them so much or maybe
look at some books on the shelf to help you come up with ideas.
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ABOUT THE BOOK

FREDDIE JONES:
THE MYSTERY OF THE GHOSTLY GARDEN
AUTHOR: KATE FOSTER
ISBN 9781760659943 PAPERBACK
MAY 2026

Fly to England, become friends with a ghost, and catch a
thief with Freddie Jones!

Freddie, Hobnob and Grandma Lilly are setting of'f to
England, where Freddie’s parents have been hired to
investigate a series of thefts at the luxurious Langbourne
Hotel. Freddie’s excited for his first trip to the other side
of the world, but Grandma Lilly doesn’'t seem her usual
self.

When Freddie overhears someone making threats in the

garden - and sees a girl that he’s pretty sure is a ghost! -

he decides to open a new case for FGH Detectives. Freddie

hopes that solving the Case of the Ghostly Garden will pull

Grandma Lilly out of her slump ... and maybe even help his
parents catch the hotel thief, tool

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

KATE FOSTER is a children’s author writing about friends,
family, and dogs. Originally from a small town in the
south east of England, she now lives on the stunning Gold
Coast in Australia with her family and second-hand dogs.
She is passionate about encouraging and teaching a wider
understanding of autism and mental iliness via positive
approach and representation.
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DISCUSSION POINTS:

1. The book cover is full of wonderful wildlife.
What creatures can you spot Are there any on the fronf that aren’t on the back? Or on the
back and not on the front?
How does the book cover make you feel? Does it give you a clue as to what might happen in
the story?@

2. Freddie is flying to the United Kingdom in this adventure. The entire journey from his
home in Queensland to the hotel in England is over 25 hours!
What's the longest journey you've ever taken? What do you do on long journeys to stop
yourself from getting bored?
When you've spent a night away from home, where do you stay? Have you ever stayed in a
hotele What was it like?
What other types of accommodation can you think of that people might stay in when they're
on holiday?

3. Grandma feels a little sad when they first arrive in England and wants to be by
herself.
Why do you think Grandma feels this way?
Have you ever felt sad2e Why was thate What made you feel happy again?
When someone you know is feeling sad, what do you do for them? What about if they were
feeling angry or worried, how would you help them?

4. Freddie must explore the hotel and the garden by himself one day.
At first, how does Freddie feel about exploring by himselfe Why do you think he feels this
waye
Do you like exploring by yourself, or do you prefer to be with your friends or family2 Do you
find it easy to make new friends?

5. The United Kingdom has wonderful wildlife, like foxes, badgers and hedgehogs.
What creature would you like to see in the wild?
Do you have a favourite creature2 Why is it your favourite?

ACTIVITIES:

1. DESIGN A FLYER! Mcke a flyer advertising a hotel. It can be a hotel you've stayed in, one
you'd like to sfay in, or a place you've madeup! Use interesting words and illustrations that
would make someone want to book a room and stay there.

2. ACT OUT AFRIENDSHIP SCENE! \Nork in a group or on your own and act out a scene showing
some children making friends and getting to know each other. You can sef the scene anywhere
you like, such as on the playground, in a hotel, or maybe on an aeroplane.

3. DRAW A GARDEN! Draw or write about a garden filled with wildlife and nature. You can
include real life creatures and plants or let your imagination go wild and invent your own.
Maybe it's a dragon garden, or an upside-down garden, or maybe it's your own garden!
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