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BEST-SELLING AUTHOR OF THE         GRAPHIC NOVELS SERIES BEST-SELLING AUTHOR OF THE         GRAPHIC NOVELS SERIES 
 RETURNS WITH A NEW OLIVE STORY! RETURNS WITH A NEW OLIVE STORY!

BEST-SELLING CLICK GRAPHIC NOVELS
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Backlist boxed set promotion with Better Reading over December 2023

Promotion in Total Girl, K-Zone and Magpies
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OLIVE IS LESS-THAN-EXCITED TO BE SPENDING SPRING BREAK OLIVE IS LESS-THAN-EXCITED TO BE SPENDING SPRING BREAK 

STUCK WITH HER DAD...WILL SHE BE ABLE TO MAKE THE STUCK WITH HER DAD...WILL SHE BE ABLE TO MAKE THE 

MOST OF HER TRIP, OR WILL EVERYTHING BREAK APART?MOST OF HER TRIP, OR WILL EVERYTHING BREAK APART?

A VIBRANT AND EMOTIONAL STORY ABOUT THE POWER OF A VIBRANT AND EMOTIONAL STORY ABOUT THE POWER OF 

SECOND CHANCES AND HOW THE FEAR OF MISSING OUT CAN SECOND CHANCES AND HOW THE FEAR OF MISSING OUT CAN 

LEAD TO MISSING OUT ON WHAT’S RIGHT IN FRONT OF YOU. LEAD TO MISSING OUT ON WHAT’S RIGHT IN FRONT OF YOU. 

WALK ER BOOKSE
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ONLY ONE 
SLEEPOVER? 
ALL BREAK?

CHANDA AND Î
ARE HAVING A 
SLEEPOVER.

THAT’S 
RIGHT. ONE 
SLEEPOVER ...

THAT LASTS 
THE WHOLE 

BREAK!

Î’M TALKING ROUND-THE-THE- -THE-THE CLOCK
DANCE PARTIES, MAKEOVERS,

AND PHOTO SHOOTS –

ONLY TAKING ONLY TAKING 
OCCASIONAL BREAKS 
FOR BEAUTY SLEEP.

WE’RE GOING TO
ALTERNATE HOUSES EACH 
NIGHT SO OUR PARENTS 

DON’T GET SICK
OF US.

SAWYER AND Î
ARE HAVING A 
SLEEPOVER TOO.

IT’S NOT A 
SLEEPOVER –

IT’S A CAMPING 
EXCURSION!

IN MY BACKYARD. 
THERE’S SUPPOSED 
TO BE CLEAR SKIES, 
AND Î WANT TO Î WANT TO Î
TRY OUT MY NEW 

TELESCOPE.

WE’RE GOING
TO ROUGH IT! TEST 
OURSELVES AGAINST
THE ELEMENTS!

NO SCHOOL, NO 
PARENTS, NO RULES, 

NO SHOWERS!

Î NEVERÎ NEVERÎ
AGREED TO

“NO SHOWERS,” 
DUDE.

WILLOW AND Î ARE GOING TO HAVE Î ARE GOING TO HAVE Î
A WEEK-LONG MOVIE MARATHON!

HORROR MOVIES,
Î PRESUME?Î PRESUME?Î
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ACTUALLY, OUR PLAN IS 
TO ALTERNATE BETWEEN 
HORROR AND COMEDY.

THAT WAY TWO
CONTRASTING FLAVOURS WILL 
COMPLEMENT AND ENHANCE 

EACH OTHER –

LIKE SEA SALT 
AND CARAMEL!

OR PINEAPPLE 
PIZZA.

EW.

OUR SQUAD 
IS GOING TO 
A SLEEPAWAY 
CHEER CAMP.

WE’LL GET TO LEARN 
MOVES FROM PROFESSIONAL 
DANCERS AND COACHES—

AND HANG OUT ON A 
COLLEGE CAMPUS WITH 
CHEERLEADERS FROM ALL 

OVER THE STATE!

IT’S A SHAME THAT 
YOU WON’T BE COMING 

WITH US, NAT.
MAYBE 

NEXT YEAR.
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THERE WAS NO
WAY Î WAS GOING Î WAS GOING Î
TO TURN DOWN A 
VACATION WITH

MY MUM.

Î’M FLYING OUT TO MEET
HER AT A FIVE-HER AT A FIVE-HER AT A FIVE STAR RESORT, 

AND WE’LL SPEND THE 
WHOLE WEEK LIVING IN 
ABSOLUTE LUXURY –

JUST THE
TWO OF US!

WHAT ARE YOUR 
PLANS, OLIVE?

UHH ... Î’LL BE ON A FAMILY 
TRIP TOO, ACTUALLY.

ALL WEEK?
THAT STINKS.

Î THOUGHT WE’D Î THOUGHT WE’D Î
BE ABLE TO
HANG OUT.

Î ASSUMEDÎ ASSUMEDÎ
YOU’D SLEEP

OVER AT LEAST
ONE NIGHT! YEAH, WHAT

A BUMMER ...

WE’RE STILL ON FOR TOMORROW, RIGHT? YOU KNOW IT!
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HAVE YOU DECIDED 
WHAT YOU WANT TO 
WATCH TOMORROW?

NOT YET, 
BUT Î’LL PICK 
SOMETHING 

GOOD.

THE REMOTE IS 
COMPLETELY IN YOUR 
CONTROL SINCE IT’S 
YOUR LAST DAY

IN TOWN.

WE’RE GONNA 
MISS YOU 

NEXT WEEK.

THANKS, 
GUYS.

YEAH –

SHE SAID SHE’S
AIMING FOR NOON,

BUT YOU KNOW MOLLY ... 
UH-HUH.

YOU FORGOT 
YOUR JACKET 
HERE LAST 

WEEKEND, SO 
Î’LL SEND THAT 
ALONG WITH THE 
KIDS ... YOU’RE 
WELCOME.

OH, OLIVE JUST 
GOT HOME. Î’LL
PUT HER ON.

HI, DAD.

HEY, KID,
HOW WAS 
SCHOOL?

OKAY.
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Graphic Novel March 2024

Break 
by Kayla Miller
illustrated by Kayla Miller

New York Times bestselling author/illustrator Kayla Miller returns with another vibrant and emotional
story about the power of second chances and how the fear of missing out can lead to missing out on what’s
right in front of you.

Spring break is full of possibilities… but not for Olive.

This year, Olive is leaving her friends and all of their exciting vacation plans behind to visit her dad at his new apartment in the city.
Goober is thrilled to spend a whole week with their father and has a long list of activities for their time together. Olive, on the other
hand, still remembers the hurt of their dad moving halfway across the world. She would rather spend time with her friend Bree or
scrolling through her new phone to keep up with everything she’s missing back home, than catch up with him.

As the week winds on, the normally easygoing Olive finds feelings of loneliness and resentment throwing her out of whack. Is there
any hope of salvaging the visit – or will Olive’s Spring break be a Spring bust?

The 'Click' series graphic novels are New York Times bestselling titles, with over 1
million books sold.
Kayla Miller portrays a modern take on childhood, school life, family life and
friendships look like for middle-grade readers
Miller's vibrant graphic art style will pull in fans of Raina Telgemeier and LeUyen
Pham.
Themes of growing up across separate households, navigating difficult
relationships and learning forgiveness.

Kayla Miller is a New York Times bestselling author and illustrator living and working in New York. They have a BFA in Illustration
from the University of the Arts in Philadelphia. When not busy working on graphic novels, Kayla enjoys watching bad movies, trying
to cook new recipes, playing games (both board and video), and reading other people’s graphic novels.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $17.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $19.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781760655198 

Age: 8 years + 

Format: 203mm x 140mm 

Extent: 224 pages 

Imprint: Walker Books Australia 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



Fiction



From a talented debut author, a hilarious tale for fans of 
Adam Gidwitz, David Walliams and Jaclyn Moriarty!

To Basil’s absolute dismay, he’s been roped into helping football 
start Terry with his reading. Every. Single. Saturday. When 

Gretel comes shooting out of The Complete Fairy Tales of the 
Brothers Grimm, the boys are plunged into a dangerous world 
run by the Fairytale Alliance Network of Character Yunions 
(FANCY), where not everyone is what they seem, Hansel has 

been kidnapped and a plot hole threatens to destroy everything.

9781760656409
PAPERBACK

WHEN DID THINGS GET SO GRIMM?

Hilarious, clever, pacy and engaging - this is the perfect fractured fairy tale to recommend 
to young readers
A middle grade adventure reminiscent of Jasper Fforde’s Thursday Next books, and Chris Colfer’s 
The Land of Stories, where the real and literary worlds collide …. Hilariously!
Featuring witty and silly acronyms … SUPER (Stereotypical Unempowered Princesses and 
Extraneous Royalty) and SLIP (Safety Laws of Interworld Portals)
Two strong, male lead characters
Huge appeal for keen readers and the less keen (just like Basil and Terry!)
Second book set in the same world, Down the Plothole, to follow!
Bookmarks available
Author events
Retailer catalogues
Promotion to schools and educators

BOOK PROOF 
AVAILABLE



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction March 2024

Losing the Plot 
by Annaleise Byrd

When did things get so Grimm? 
A hilarious tale of readers finding themselves immersed in a story - literally!

To save the football team, Basil Beedon is roped into listening to reluctant reader and star footballer Terry Clegg read fairytales out
loud. Every. Single. Saturday. But when Terry brings over a battered copy of The Complete Fairy Tales of the Brothers Grimm, and
haltingly begins reading Hansel and Gretel, the pair find themselves transported inside the book, having fallen through a plot hole. 

They meet Gretel, who can’t stop crying, but only because she ‘is written that way’ and endeavour to help find Hansel (who is stuck
in a bottle). The bureaucratic world is run by FANCY (the Fairytale Alliance Network of Character Yunions), where Gretel is part of
the subset SUPER FANCY (Stereotypical Unempowered Princesses and Extraneous Royalty). She and the boys are accused of
breaching SLIP and SLIDE (Safety Laws of Interworld Portals/ Secrecy Laws of Interworld Demystification Experiences). Using a
combination of Basil’s bookishness and Terry’s sporting skills, the boys must outwit their opponents, as Basil realises he has always
underestimated princesses, and Terry realises that books are growing on him!

A middle-grade take on Jasper Fforde’s Thursday Next series (The Eyre Affair and
Lost in a Good Book)
Funny, clever, with two likeable main characters and a savvy plot. It straddles the
reluctant reader/literary reader market – so perfect for all readers 9+
For fans of Adam Gidwitz, David Walliams and Jaclyn Moriarty

Annaleise Byrd grew up on a farm in Queensland, ignoring most farm-related pursuits in favour of reading books. She then spent
nine years in England and Canada, neglecting a variety of jobs in favour of reading books. Eventually, she realised the best way to
get away with this was to become an author. Annaleise now lives in Brisbane with her husband, two young sons and rescue
greyhound, and she is particularly fond of lamingtons. You can find her online at www.annaleisebyrd.com.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $16.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $18.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781760656409 

Age: 8 years + 

Format: 198mm x 129mm 

Extent: 144 pages 

Imprint: Walker Books Australia 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



• An engaging two-book series with book one set in 1900 and book 
two in 1925.

• Number 11 Ruby Road is a house that has stood for over one 
hundred years. If only the walls could talk...

It's 1900, Dorothy and her family have just moved to Ruby Road which is bustling 
with activity and different from the rural life she has known. Meet the inhabitants 
of 11 Ruby Road as a newly federated nation and a new century, dawns. 

Book Proofs, posters and bookmarks available.

March 2024 
Paperback 
Fiction

11 Ruby Road
Charlotte Barkla

Perfect period fiction for fans of the Our Australian 
Girl series and the ABC series Back in Time for 
Dinner. 



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction - Middle Grade March 2024

11 Ruby Road: 1900 
by Charlotte Barkla

Perfect period fiction for middle-grade girls - for fans of the Our Australian Girl series

It is 1900 and Dorothy and her family have just moved to a new house at 11 Ruby Road. Ruby Road is a busy street, bustling with
activity - families and children, noisy carts and animals. The house is close enough to see the city and very different from the rural
life Dorothy has known. Best of all it has a secret writing room that only she knows about!

Dorothy has big plans for her new neighbourhood - she wants to put on a play and write it herself! But there are other reasons for
her family's move to the city and, as Dorothy starts to learn about her new house, she discovers more about the period of time
she's growing up in.

Number 11 Ruby Road is a house that has stood for over one hundred years with
many different occupants. If only the walls could talk …
Market comparisons include the Our Australian Girls series, as well as historical
fiction by Katrina Nannestad, Jackie French and Felice Arena.
Charlotte Barkla is a Brisbane-based writer who has written picture books and
middle-grade fiction, including the Edie’s Experiment series for Penguin Random
House.
Second book from this author will be set in the same house but in the year 1925
instead.

Charlotte Barkla is a Brisbane-based writer who worked as a civil engineer and physics teacher before rediscovering her love for
children’s literature. As well as writing for children, Charlotte writes feature articles for publications including the CSIRO’s Double
Helix, Beanz magazine and Kookie magazine. She regularly visits schools for creative writing workshops, sharing her passion for
science, creativity and stories with children of all ages. Charlotte’s books include All Bodies are Good Bodies (Hardie Grant Children’s
Publishing, 2020), the Edie’s Experiments series (Penguin Random House, 2020) and From My Head to My Toes, What I Say Goes
(Hardie Grant Children’s Publishing, 2022).

Charlotte’s books have been translated in multiple languages and short-listed for awards, and she has been the recipient of grants
and mentorships for her fiction writing.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $16.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $18.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781760657949 

Age: 7 years + 

Format: 198mm x 129mm 

Extent: 192 pages 

Imprint: Walker Books Australia 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



• The second book in a four book series for 7+ readers

• Highly illustrated throughout and laugh-out-loud funny

• Perfect for fans of The Bolds, Logman and Bunny Monkey. Rex
Dinosaur in Disguide was longlisted for the Alligator's Mouth
Award.

March 2024 
Paperback 
Fiction

Rex Dinosaur in Disguise:Undercover Alien
Elys Dolan

Rex goes on an intergalactic guinea pig rescue 
mission in his next adventure.

Life is going well for Rex until the school's guinea pigs vanish from the pet 
show. As a dinosaur-turned-PE teacher, Rex immediately gets the blame. 
Determined to prove he hasn't eaten any beloved pets, Rex and his friends set out 
to solve the guinea pig mystery.

9781406397703



5

Rex’s life was perfectly normal, just like any 

human’s. He lived in a fl at in the city with 

his roommate. He had a job as a PE teacher at 

the local school. He’d fi gured out how clothes 

work and thought wearing T-shirts and ties 

was “his thing”. He could even make a lasagne 

with a crunchy Cheez Nubbins topping, which 

he was proud to say his roommate described 

CHAPTER 1

MR FUZZELWUZZELWOOO
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6 7

as “acceptable”. But the thing was, Rex wasn’t 

a perfectly normal human; he was a dinosaur.

A dinosaur with a school fair to prepare for.

“I’m in charge of the endurance hopping 

competition for the grown-ups,” said Rex, 

making the whole garden shake as he hopped 

on one foot.

Rex’s best human friend, nine-year-old 

Sandra Shellman, put down the big pot of 

glue and said, “Fun! I’ll come and watch.”

As well as being a nine-year-old, 

Sandra was an expert investigator, specializing 

in mysteries. In fact, with the help of her friend 

Anish, she was the brains who fi rst discovered 

Rex’s secret identity. Now everyone at school 

knew that Rex was a dinosaur and mostly 

seemed OK about it. Rex stayed in disguise 

when he was out in the big wide world though. 

A dinosaur at the supermarket trying to buy 

shampoo attracts a lot of unwanted attention.  

“Do you want to see the display for my 

stand?” Sandra spun round the huge piece of 

card she’d been working on.

“I love it,” said Rex. “You used a lot of glue, 

didn’t you?” 

“You can never have enough glue,” said 

Sandra. “I want someone to come with me to 

the sewers to hunt for the alligators!”

6 7

as “acceptable”. But the thing was, Rex wasn’t 

a perfectly normal human; he was a dinosaur.

A dinosaur with a school fair to prepare for.

“I’m in charge of the endurance hopping 

competition for the grown-ups,” said Rex, 

making the whole garden shake as he hopped 

on one foot.

Rex’s best human friend, nine-year-old 

Sandra Shellman, put down the big pot of 

glue and said, “Fun! I’ll come and watch.”

As well as being a nine-year-old, 

Sandra was an expert investigator, specializing 

in mysteries. In fact, with the help of her friend 

Anish, she was the brains who fi rst discovered 

Rex’s secret identity. Now everyone at school 

knew that Rex was a dinosaur and mostly 

seemed OK about it. Rex stayed in disguise 

when he was out in the big wide world though. 

A dinosaur at the supermarket trying to buy 

shampoo attracts a lot of unwanted attention.  

“Do you want to see the display for my 

stand?” Sandra spun round the huge piece of 

card she’d been working on.

“I love it,” said Rex. “You used a lot of glue, 

didn’t you?” 

“You can never have enough glue,” said 

Sandra. “I want someone to come with me to 

the sewers to hunt for the alligators!”
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction March 2024

Rex Dinosaur in Disguise: Undercover
Alien 
by Elys Dolan
illustrated by Elys Dolan

Rex goes on an intergalactic guinea pig rescue mission in his next adventure in the hilarious series for 7+
readers, from Lollies Prize winning author-illustrator Elys Dolan.

Life is going well for Rex until the school's guinea pigs suddenly vanish from the pet show. As a dinosaur-turned-PE teacher, Rex
immediately gets the blame.

Determined to prove he hasn't eaten any beloved pets, Rex – along with his friends Sandra, Anish and Bigfoot – set out to solve the
guinea pig mystery. 

First they have to face up to the shifty city mayor, Jimmy Prigg, and then Rex must go undercover on a daring intergalactic rescue
mission.

Highly illustrated throughout and laugh-out-loud funny, this hilarious series is perfect for fans of The Bolds, Dogman and Bunny &
Monkey.

The second book in a four book series.
Illustrated in two-colour, with illustrations on every page, so readers will love
spotting hilarious jokes.
Elys Dolan is the winner of the Lollies Prize; the first Rex book in the series is
longlisted for the Alligator's Mouth Award 2023.
"Elys Dolan has been a comic failsafe in this house, from picture book age up to
about eight or nine." Author Lucy Mangan in the Guardian

Elys Dolan makes picture-books about everything from seagull detectives to capitalist bunny rabbits and weasels plotting world
domination. She was shortlisted for the Waterstones Children's Book Prize for Weasels and the Branford Boase for Knighthood for
Beginners, and won the inaugural STEAM Children's Book Prize for How the Borks Became and the prestigious Lollies Prize for Mr
Bunny's Chocolate Factory. She is also a lecturer on the MA in Children’s Book Illustration at the Cambridge School of Art.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $15.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $17.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781406397710 

Age: 7 years + 

Format: 198mm x 129mm 

Extent: 192 pages 

Imprint: Walker 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



• Contributers include Award winning Australian author Rebecca 
Lim, Eli Brown, L. R. Lam, M. G. Leonard, Oisín McGann, Tolá 
Okogwu, Neal and Brendan Schusterman, Louie Stowell and Bijal 
Vachharajani

• Will resonate with a generation who have grown up with Greta 
Thunberg and Extinction Rebellion at the forefront of the news.

• An excellent educational resource for classrooms.

March 2024 
Paperback 
Fiction

Future Hopes:Hopeful stories in a time of climate change
Edited by Lauren James

This collection of compelling short stories offers hope for 
our planet in the face of climate change.

Nine authors pose ingenious and thought-provoking solutions to the climate crisis in 
this anthology of climate fiction. The wide-ranging stories will leave readers inspired 
in the fight to save planet Earth.

Full PDF

https://dam.walker.co.uk/dam.aspx?p=downloadasset&s=91234466-43ea-46f0-8872-dff3b190e998&assetversionid=2899783&key=26c41b178d&damloggedin=1&filename=Future+Hopes+for+typesetting.docx


ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction March 2024

Future Hopes: Hopeful stories in a time of
climate change 
edited by Lauren James

In this collection of compelling short stories, authors including M. G. Leonard, Neal Shusterman 
and Tolá Okogwu offer hope for our planet in the face of climate change.

Skyscraper farms. Insects for dinner. Guerilla gardening. Nine authors pose ingenious and thought-provoking solutions to the climate
crisis in this anthology of climate fiction. Rooted in real-world science and technology, the stories offer a roadmap for a future where
our planet can thrive. From a rewilding project with unexpected consequences to a rebellion against augmented reality, these wide-
ranging stories will leave the reader feeling a little less powerless in the fight to save planet Earth. 

Full list of contributors: Eli Brown, L. R. Lam, M. G. Leonard, Rebecca Lim, Oisín McGann, Tolá Okogwu, Neal and Brendan
Schusterman, Louie Stowell and Bijal Vachharajani

Curated and edited by author Lauren James, whose insightful notes provide
additional information about the key concepts introduced in the stories and give
readers practical advice on how they can contribute towards a healthier planet.
Will resonate with a generation who have grown up with Greta Thunberg and
Extinction Rebellion at the forefront of the news.
The anthology takes a solutions-focused approach to the subject of climate
change in a deliberate attempt to offer young readers a more positive outlook for
the future.
An excellent learning resource for Key Stage 2 teachers and pupils.

Lauren James is the twice Carnegie-nominated author of Green Rising; The Reckless Afterlife of Harriet Stoker; The Quiet at the
End of the World; The Loneliest Girl in the Universe; and The Next Together series. She has been shortlisted for the YA Book Prize
and the STEAM Children's Book Award. Lauren teaches creative writing for Coventry University, WriteMentor and Writing West
Midlands, and has written articles for numerous publications, including the Guardian and the Children’s Writers' and Artists' Yearbook.
She is the founder of the Climate Fiction Writers League, and a passionate advocate of STEM further education. She lives in the West
Midlands and you can find her on Twitter at @Lauren_E_James or her website (laurenejames.co.uk).

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $17.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $19.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781529507997 

Age: 9 years + 

Format: 198mm x 129mm 

Extent: 304 pages 

Imprint: Walker 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
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• Bestselling author of the Alex Rider series Anthony Horowitz’s 
gothic humour series, now in graphic novel.

• Puns and visual jokes on every page, this is gothic humour at its   
best.

• Groosham Grange has sold over 14 million copies

When David Eliot is expelled from his boring school, his parents send him to Groosham 
Grange to knock him into shape. But when he arrives at the gothic castle on remote Skrull 
Island, he discovers Groosham Grange is an unusual sort of school.  

March 2024 
Paperback 
Graphic Novel

Groosham Grange
Anthony Horowitz

A brand-new graphic novel adaptation of one of the 
funniest children's classics.
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What will the 
neighbours say if 

they find out? 
They’ll laugh at us! 

I’m ruined!

“David has made no 
progress in Maths. 

I fear he will add up 
to very little.”

“If he stayed awake in RE, 
it would be a miracle. 

He’ll never get ahead”, He’ll never get ahead”, He’ll never get ahead”
says the Head.

I tell you now, if 
your grandfather were 

still alive he’d have hung you 
upside down by your feet in 
the refrigerator. But I have 

decided to be a little 
less severe.

I’ve decided to cancel 
Christmas this year! There 

will be no stockings, no 
presents, no turkey, 

and no snow!

No 
snow? 

If any falls, 
I shall have it 

removed. We’ll have no 
25th December here, but 

two 27ths instead.

Well…? 
What have you 
got to say?

I’ve… I’ve 
got a letter 

for you.

?

“Woodwork? 
I wish he would 

work!”
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98

My own son, 
expelled?!

I didn’t like it 
there anyway! I want 

to go to a normal 
school with normal 

people and…

Didn’t like it? Beton 
College is the best public 
school in the country! All 

the best people go 
to Beton!

Are you feeling better 
today, my little bowl of 

nuts, oats, dried fruit and 
whole wheat flakes?

Grrrumph… 
I am not some 

muesli.

What are we 
going to do with him? 

We never had any 
trouble with his 
elder sisters…

I had always 
hoped he would 
follow me into 

banking…

Aarrgh… 
Expelled 

from 
school!!!

If only I 
could find a 
school that 
could lick him 
into shape…

Whip, whip, 
whip! That’s 
what they 

need!

Groosham 
Grange…

Not one of these 
namby-pamby modern places 
but somewhere that still 

believes in discipline. 

I went to Beton. 
Your grandfather went 

to Beton twice he liked it 
so much. And you can sit 

there and tell me…!  

I think 
the place is 

silly. 

I don’t like 
all the stupid 

rules! Could 
it get any 
worse?

If I’d talked to 
my father like that 

he’d have made me drink 
a gallon of petrol 

and then…

I don’t like 
wearing a top 

hat and tails and 
having to eat standing 

on one leg just 
because I’m under 

thirteen!
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Graphic Novel March 2024

Groosham Grange Graphic Novel 
by Anthony Horowitz
illustrated by Clément Lefèvre
translated by Rosie Eyre

A brand-new graphic novel adaptation of one of the funniest children’s classics.

When David Eliot is expelled from his boring school, his parents send him to Groosham Grange to knock him into shape. But when
he arrives at the gothic castle on remote Skrull Island, he discovers Groosham Grange is an unusual sort of school: from signing the
register in blood, to the creepy teachers – pallid Mr Kilgraw, Mrs Pedicure bandaged head to toe, hairy Mr Leloup who disappears
every full moon... David teams up with fellow pupils Jeffrey and Jill to plan his escape. But can anyone ever escape Groosham
Grange? With puns and visual jokes on every page, this is gothic humour at its best.

Anthony Horowitz’s classic gothic page-turner is brought to life in full colour in this hilarious graphic novel adaptation.

Praise for Groosham Grange:
"One of the funniest books of the year." Young Telegraph
"Hilarious… Speeds along at full tilt from page to page." Books for Keeps

Bestselling author Anthony Horowitz’s gothic humour series, now in graphic
novel.
The first of two graphic novel adaptations of Anthony Horowitz’s bestselling series.
Groosham Grange has sold over ¼ million copies in the English language.

Anthony Horowitz is the author of the number one bestselling Alex Rider books and the Power of Five series.
He enjoys huge international acclaim as a writer for both children and adults. Anthony has won numerous awards, including the
Bookseller Association/Nielsen Author of the Year Award, the Children’s Book of the Year Award at the British Book Awards, and the
Red House Children’s Book Award. In 2014 Anthony was awarded an OBE for Services to Literature. Anthony was recently awarded a
CBE for Services to Literature. He has also created and written many major television series, including a dramatization of his novel
Point Blanc, bringing the adventures of Alex Rider to teenage and adult audiences. He lives in London with his wife, two sons and
their dog, Boss.
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• Sue Whiting is a well-loved, award-winning children's book author
and former teacher.

• Third in the series, following on from Pearly and Pig and the Great 
Hairy Beast and Pearly and Pig and the Lost City of Mu Savan.

• Rebecca Crane's incredible illustrations are featured on the cover
and throughout the book.

March 2024 
Paperback 
Fiction

Pearly and Pig and the Island of Secrets
Sue Whiting

Third instalment of the fast-paced middle-grade 
adventure series, following adventurologist Pearly Woe.

On  a remote island off the coast of Iceland, Pearly’s worrying is put to the test 
when she and Pig are winched from a helicopter onto the island to complete a 
five-day survival challenge – alone. 

9781760653590 9781760655457 



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction - Illustrated Middle-grade March 2024

Pearly and Pig and the Island of Secrets 
by Sue Whiting
illustrated by Rebecca Crane

Third instalment of the fast-paced middle-grade adventure series, following adventurologist Pearly Woe!

Pearly Woe is a worrier.
On remote Mammút Island off the coast of Iceland, Pearly’s worrying is put to the ultimate test when she and Pig are winched from
a helicopter onto the island to complete a five-day survival challenge – alone.
But they are not alone. And that is not the only surprise in store for Pearly and Pig as Mammút Island reveals its many secrets.

“This is a wonderful story about overcoming self-doubt, trusting your instincts, and
the importance of family. Readers aged 8–12 will love this story” Lamont Books on
Pearly and Pig and the Lost City of Mu Savan
Sue Whiting is a well-loved and award-winning children’s book writer, former
teacher and publishing manager.
Third in the series, following on from Pearly and Pig and the Great Hairy Beast and
Pearly and Pig and the Lost City of Mu Savan.
Rebecca Crane's incredible illustrations grace the cover and are featured
throughout the book.

Sue Whiting is an award-winning children’s and YA author and editor who has worked in publishing for 20+ years. Sue was senior
commissioning editor and publishing manager for Walker Books Australia for many years before leaving in 2016 to concentrate on
her writing. As a storyteller and schools’ performer, Sue has informed, inspired and entertained thousands of kids across the country.
She is also a freelance children’s book editor and writing coach, and the author of numerous books, including the bestselling Missing,
the acclaimed The Book of Chance and a number of CBCA Notable Books. Sue’s latest books are Pearly and Pig and the Great Hairy
Beast, the first in a new junior fiction series, and the narrative nonfiction picture book The Echidna Near my Place, illustrated by Cate
James.

Rebecca Crane studied Illustration at Edinburgh University and has an MA in Character Animation. She was author and illustrator
of Barkley, and has illustrated many books including My Very Own Space written by Pippa Goodhart. She now lives in London. Find
her on Instagram @crane.illustration

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $15.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $17.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781760657697 

Age: 8 years + 

Format: 198mm x 129mm 

Extent: 208 pages 

Imprint: Walker Books Australia 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



March 2024 
Paperback 
Fiction

Saskia must come up with a new plan to continue supporting her furry friends. With 
some help from Nanna, and the amazing fundraising skills of her friends, Saskia 
may find where there's a will there's a way!

• Contemporary and relatable stories, mirroring the life of modern 

Australian families.

• Perfect for emerging readers.

• Charmingly illustrated by CBCA shortlistee and Australian Book 

Design Award-winner, Sofya Karmazina

Saskia Spark-Lee Fundraiser Fail
Rebecka Sharpe Shelberg

Saskia Spark-Lee is back. This time she's on a mission 
to save the animals.

9781760655563



CHAPTER 1

Saskia Spark-Lee collected animals. She
had an elephant called Savannah, a meercat 
named Daisy, a bilby called Bartholomew 
and a koala named Katie. 

5



BALLOONS

Whenever Saskia told people that she  
had an elephant, a meercat, a bilby and  
a koala, their eyebrows shot far up on their 
foreheads and their voices got high and 
squeaky as they would reply, ‘Really?!’ 

She knew no one actually believed that 
she had an elephant, a meercat, a bilby and a 
koala living with her in her house. But when 
Saskia was three years old she’d had her heart 
set on a pet meercat. It was all she would 
talk about. So for her fourth birthday, 
her Da and Dee had adopted a meercat at  
the zoo in Saskia’s name. 
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Saskia Spark-Lee: Fundraiser Fail 
by Rebecka Sharpe Shelberg
illustrated by Sofya Karmazina

Saskia Spark-Lee is back! This time she’s on a mission to save the animals.

Saskia Spark-Lee loves animals – she’s almost adopted a whole zoo-worth! But when Da and Dee say they can’t add another to the
collection, she must come up with a new plan to continue supporting her furry friends. With some help from Nanna, and the amazing
fundraising skills of her friends, Saskia may find where there's a will there's a way!

Great for emerging readers
Charmingly illustrated by CBCA shortlistee and Australian Book Design Award-
winner, Sofya Karmazina
Contemporary and relatable stories, mirroring the life of modern Australian
families

Rebecka Sharpe Shelberg is a children’s librarian and author who lives in Sydney, Australia with her husband and three
mischievous children. She firmly believes that stories and illustration are the real magic in this crazy, confusing world. She loves love
and kindness, and really does want world peace. When she isn’t reading, writing, listening to or talking about books, reading, the
library or her children, she is asleep. Her first picture book, Reflection, was a CBCA Notable book.

Sofya Karmazina is a Sydney-based book designer and illustrator, who is passionate about great stories and children's books.
Working both digitally and using traditional media, her work is driven by curiosity and perseverance. She has previously illustrated
Ribbit Rabbit Robot (written by Victoria Mackinlay) and The Internot (written by Josh Lawson). She was shortlisted in the New
Illustrator category with Ribbit Rabbit Robot (written by Victoria Mackinlay) in the 2021 CBCA Awards and longlisted in the 2021
Australian Book Design Awards for the same title. She was also longlisted in the Best Designed Series (including Classics) category of
the 2018 Australian Book Design Awards for Rowland Sinclair Mysteries by Sulari Gentill. In 2023, Sofya won at the Australian Book
Design Awards for her work on the Bunny Family series.
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• Ancient history is brought to life in vivid storytelling by a 
much loved children’s author.

• Ideal for classroom learning.

• A vibrant retelling of classical legends newly in 
paperback.

March 2024 
Paperback 
Fiction

Alexander the Great: Man, Myth or Monster 
Jamila Gavin

Alexander the Great is renowned for his bravery, loyalty and 
generosity towards his enemies. Legends from ancient Greece, 
Egypt, Persia and India create an exciting picture of life under this 
great hero.

The compelling story of the greatest warrior hero of 
ancient times from award-winning writer, Jamila Gavin.

FULL PDF
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction March 2024

Alexander the Great: Man, Myth or
Monster? 
by Jamila Gavin
illustrated by David Parkins

The compelling story of the greatest warrior hero of ancient times, from award-winning writer, Jamila
Gavin.

Alexander the Great is hailed as the world’s greatest leaders of all time, renowned for his bravery, his loyalty and his generosity
towards his enemies. Jamila Gavin’s vivid narrative brings the ancient world to life, as she follows Alexander’s campaign from Greece
to India. From his taming of the wild horse Bucephalus, to the cutting of the Gordian Knot, through to his great battles and
confrontations with Darius III, King of Persia, Alexander was a legend in his own lifetime. Alongside his campaigning feats, the
legends from ancient Greece, Egypt, Persia and India told around the army campfires create a vivid and exciting picture of life under
this great hero.

Ancient history is brought to life in vivid storytelling by a much-loved children's
author.
Ideal for introducing young readers to this turbulent and compelling period,
supporting the National Curriculum Years 4-6.
A vibrant retelling of classical legends newly in paperback.
Netflix is currently filming a big-budget docudrama on the life of Alexander, with
the working title of Alexander the Great.

Jamila Gavin was born in India, in the foothills of the Himalayas and moved to England as a child. She is one of Britain’s most
acclaimed children’s authors having won the Whitbread Children’s Book Awards and the Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize. Her novel
Coram Boy was staged at the National Theatre. She lives in Gloucestershire.

David Parkins is a renowned illustrator and cartoonist who has worked on The Beano and The Dandy, and has illustrated over 50
books. He lives in Canada.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $17.99 
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The Incredible Adventures of Gaston le
Dog 
by Michael Rosen
illustrated by Viviane Schwarz

A funny and fantastical adventure from former Children’s Laureate Michael Rosen and award-winning
illustrator Viviane Schwarz.

Gaston le Dog longs to return to the beautiful beach he remembers from years ago. So he sets off on an adventure – but mystery
and danger lurk at every turn, and Gaston will need all the help he can get from the friends he meets along the way. But can they
all be trusted? And will Gaston’s odyssey bring him everything he hoped for? This playful new tale from national treasure Michael
Rosen sprinkles myth, magic and fairy tale to create a brilliant story, illustrated by award-winning artist Viviane Schwarz, perfect for
fans of the Grimwood series.

An entertaining adventure full of talking animals, farce and friendship, combining
two leading stars of the children's book world in Michael Rosen and Viviane
Schwarz.
Loosely inspired by The Odyssey, but also paying homage to classic tales such as
Puss in Boots, this is a playful tour de force of a story from Michael Rosen.
This edition is jacketed and illustrated throughout in black and white.

Michael Rosen is one of the most popular authors for children; his bestselling titles published by Walker Books include We're Going
on a Bear Hunt, A Great Big Cuddle and Michael Rosen’s Sad Book. A popular radio broadcaster, distinguished critic and academic,
and multi-award-winning poet, Michael was appointed the Children's Laureate from 2007 to 2009, and is now Professor of Children's
Literature at Goldsmiths, University of London.

Viviane Schwarz is the author-illustrator of the highly acclaimed picture books There Are Cats in this Book and There Are No Cats
in this Book, both of which were shortlisted for the Kate Greenaway Medal (2009, 2012), Is There a Dog in This Book?, Counting
with Tiny Cat, Animals with Tiny Cat and How to Find Gold. The Adventures of a Nose was shortlisted for the V&A illustration Award
and her debut graphic novel The Sleepwalkers was nominated for the British Comics Awards. She is also the illustrator of Cheese
Belongs to You! and I Am Henry Finch, both written by friend and fellow picture book maker, Alexis Deacon. Find Viviane online at
vivianeschwarz.co.uk, and on Twitter and Instagram as @vivschwarz.
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  CHAPTER 1    CHAPTER 1  

In which I tell you about the lovely life I used to live In which I tell you about the lovely life I used to live 

and a desperate urge I had to go somewhere else.and a desperate urge I had to go somewhere else.

I’m a dog ’m a dog who’s done some amazing things in my time, 

you know. I’m Gaston le Dog. you know. I’m Gaston le Dog. 

Years ago, here in France, I lived in that barn over there. 

I was happy in there and I had good friends. Down on the I was happy in there and I had good friends. Down on the 

ground there were the Mice. We’d have fun chasing each ground there were the Mice. We’d have fun chasing each 

other all over the place. Up in the roof, there was Bat, other all over the place. Up in the roof, there was Bat, 

clinging on to the tiles. And then, one summer, House clinging on to the tiles. And then, one summer, House 

Martin arrived. She made her nest out of mud, flying in Martin arrived. She made her nest out of mud, flying in 

and out of that open stone window you can see there. The and out of that open stone window you can see there. The 

Mice – we call them Souris. Bat – we call him Chauve-Mice – we call them Souris. Bat – we call him Chauve-

Souris – a bald mouse! Fancy that! The Mice thought that Souris – a bald mouse! Fancy that! The Mice thought that 

was very funny. House Martin, well, we call her Hirondelle was very funny. House Martin, well, we call her Hirondelle 

de Fenêtre, but usually just Hirondelle. de Fenêtre, but usually just Hirondelle. 

Hirondelle was my best friend here. She was so kind and 

caring. You see I don’t like flies – mouches. I don’t like the caring. You see I don’t like flies – mouches. I don’t like the 

way they come buzzing round my eyes and mouth. Lovely way they come buzzing round my eyes and mouth. Lovely 

Hirondelle would say, “Don’t worry, Gaston, I will swoop to Hirondelle would say, “Don’t worry, Gaston, I will swoop to 

and fro near you and I will catch those flies and they won’t and fro near you and I will catch those flies and they won’t 

bother you any more.”bother you any more.”
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                6 7                7                

That was nice of her, don’t you think?

Sometimes, wasps – guêpes – flew in, and I didn’t like 

them either. They didn’t mean me any harm but if by 

mistake I bumped into one of them, they’d get angry and 

try to sting me. I don’t like that. I don’t like that at all. 

Again, lovely Hirondelle would say, “Don’t worry 

Gaston, I will swoop down and catch the wasps and 

they won’t bother you any more.”

Ha! That was good of her as well. 

And once or twice, and this is the 

worst, hornets – frelons – would fly 

in. For some reason, my barn was on a route 

that hornets liked. Late at night, I’d hear a far-

off rumble, sounding something like an old aeroplane, 

getting nearer and nearer. Then into the barn a hornet 

flew till it hit a beam. At that, it would start to chew the 

beam! Really! You could hear the sound as it nibbled away: 

pikk-pikk-pikk. 

But sometimes the hornet missed 

the beam and hit me instead! Now, I 

don’t know if you know, but hornets 

have a big, bad sting, and one thing 

you don’t want to do to a hornet is make it cross. For one, it 

might hurt. For another, a hornet is so clever that when it gets 

cross, it makes a kind of perfume that, when other hornets 

smell it, they come flying over to see what’s bothering the 

first hornet. If you’re not careful, you can have a whole host of 

them on to you. Some nights, I was worried that as I dozed off, 

a hornet would fly in through the open window and hit me.

But my lovely Hirondelle, she said, “Don’t you worry 

about hornets, Gaston! While you’re asleep, I’m wide 

awake on a beam, keeping an eye out. I’ll swoop across 

when a hornet gets in. My shadow is enough to send it 

away. You won’t be bothered by it ever again.”

You see how she was? Just as I said, so kind. 

I wanted to do kind things for her too, but it’s not easy 

thinking of kind things for a house martin. In the end, she 

said that the kindest thing I could do was sleep near her 

house, because it brought the flies near by. And 

there was nothing she liked more than having 

flies to eat. 

So, we got along well. Life was good. 

But then – I don’t know what it was. Call it a 

question, if you like. Or call it a voice in my ear, perhaps. 
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                8 9                9                

Let me explain. You see, many, many years earlier I Let me explain. You see, many, many years earlier I 

had once been to the seaside. I remembered there was a 

beautiful beach; a beautiful, beautiful, beautiful beach, 

with yellowy-white sand that stretched for miles beside a 

beautiful blue sea. And there were sand-dunes, little hills 

of sand at the side of the beach, where I scampered up and 

down, running and chasing. I loved that. Someone was 

throwing a ball, and I chased after it, with my fast young 

legs, fetching and carrying, again and again. 

It was so lovely that there was this moment, in the barn, 

when it suddenly came to me: I want to see that beach 

again. I want to see that beautiful blue sea again. It was as 

if the beach and the sea were calling to me … calling to me 

… calling to me. 

Sometimes, I would come out of the barn, come into this 

field, up that little slope and sniff the air – sniff, sniff, sniff – sniff, sniff, sniff – sniff, sniff, sniff

and I would smell the sea. Or I thought I could. I would breathe 

it in and I could see the sea in my mind, and remember that 

delicious day on the beach and the dunes from long, long ago. 

And I wanted to go back. I started to want to go back more And I wanted to go back. I started to want to go back more 

than anything else in the world. 

But how could I leave my lovely friend, Hirondelle?

I started to make up a speech I could give to her, to 

explain what I wanted to do.

“The thing is, Hirondelle,” I would say to myself, “I have 

to follow my nose. I can feel the seaside calling me. Every 

day I get a tiny, tiny whiff of the salt water and picture the 

gulls circling in the sky, the blue waves topped with little 

white curls, the hot yellow sand, the curving sand-dunes 

and me chasing along… It’s like a heaven that I just have to 

see. And the thing is, Hirondelle,” I would say, “I won’t be 

gone long. I promise, I promise, I promise. It can’t be far. 

I’ll hurry along – because as you know, I can hurry if I want 

to. I’ll spend a few minutes there and then come hurrying 

back. And everything will be just as it was.”

I practised this speech in my mind. Over and over 

again, till I was sure that I knew it off by heart. Then one 

night, just before I settled down in the corner of the barn, 
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction March 2024

Bear and Bird: The Adventure and Other
Stories 
by Jarvis
illustrated by Jarvis

"These wittily illustrated stories of mishaps, hurt feelings, fondness and friendship have a transporting
quality, ideal for 5+." Guardian

Bear and Bird are best friends! And while they don’t always understand each other, they both agree: all they want is to make the
other happy. So, when Bird feels poorly, Bear arrives with a backpack of goodies to make her feel better. And when they hang out
with Mole – who tells absolutely hilarious jokes! – Bird realizes she doesn’t need to compete for Bear’s attention; that there is lots of
laughter to go around... 

Full of comic mix-ups and misunderstandings, as well as genuine warmth and affection, these four stories are the third instalment in
an irresistibly charming new chapter book series from award-winning creator Jarvis.

The third collection of adventures following The Picnic and Other Stories and The
Stars and Other Stories.
Jarvis’ Walker books have sold 1.2 million copies worldwide and have published
into twenty different languages.
Containing four laugh-out-loud stories, and with colour illustrations on every page,
this is a big-hearted book for young readers just graduating from picture books.

Jarvis is the author-illustrator of Alan’s Big, Scary Teeth, Mrs Mole, I'm Home!, Tropical Terry and The Boy with Flowers in His Hair,
as well as the illustrator of Pick a Pine Tree, Pick a Pumpkin and Pick a Perfect Egg, all written by Patricia Toht. Bear and Bird is
Jarvis’s first chapter book series. An animator who has worked as a record jacket designer and an animation director, he lives in
Manchester with his wife and their dog and cat. Follow him on Twitter as @heyimjarvis and on Instagram as @booksbyjarvis.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $24.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $27.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781529514803 

Age: 5 years + 

Format: 229mm x 152mm 

Extent: 64 pages 

Imprint: Walker 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



It was a Tuesday. And every Tuesday, 

Bear and Bird would spend the 

morning cloud-spotting. 

But not this Tuesday. Because Bird 

wasn’t feeling very well. 

4
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“No,” said Bird. 

“Soup? Custard? Beans? 

Cheese soufflé?” said Bear. 

“No,” said Bird. “Please 

stop listing food.” 

“Don’t worry,” said Bear, opening 

up his rucksack. “I’m here to make 

you feel better. I’ve brought snacks. 

Would you like some crisps?” 

“No, thanks,” said Bird. 

“How about these chewy things? 

These chewy things are great,” said 

Bear, his mouth full of chewy things.

7
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8

“OK,” said Bear. “This will 

definitely make you feel better. 

Behold! A new wonky stick!” 

Usually, a new wonky stick 

for Bird’s collection would be 

exciting, but … not today. 

“Hmm,” said Bear. “Well, in 

that case, I think it’s time for …

“I know,” said Bear. “What about 

story time with this interesting 

new book, The Complete History of 

Spoons? I’ll do all the voices.” 

“No,” said Bird, closing the book.
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Graphic Novel March 2024

Blue Stars: Mission One: The Vice
Principal Problem 
by Kekla Magoon and Cynthia Leitich Smith
illustrated by Molly Murakami

Two everyday superheroes set out to save the world—starting with their school—in an exciting new middle-
grade graphic series from two award-winning authors and a debut illustrator.

When cousins Riley Halfmoon and Maya Dawn move to Urbanopolis to live with their activist grandma, they get off to a rocky start.
Outgoing Riley misses her Muscogee cousins but is sure that she and Maya will be instant BFFs. Meanwhile, introvert Maya misses
her parents, on active duty in Japan, and just wants some space to herself. At school, Maya joins Robotics Club and Riley bonds
with fellow gymnasts. Just when they start to feel at home, their school culture is threatened by an influential foe in disguise.
Joining student council feels like a way to help, so both cousins toss their hats in the ring for sixth-grade class president. But when
they realize what they’re up against—money, power, and lies—they quickly shift from competition to cooperation, joining forces as
superheroes. Riley is savvy with people; Maya is a whiz with gadgets. In no time, this dazzling duo is off to save the day! Relatable
and rich in themes of family, community, and compromise, the Blue Stars series will entertain and empower, inspiring readers to be
the stars they are.

Graphic novel fans, rejoice! The Vice-Principal Problem is the first in a series for
middle-grade graphic novel fans who have devoured all of their old favorites and
are looking for something new
Perfect for those looking for authentic, diverse representation, as it features two
cousins—one Black, one Muscogee—written by award-winning authors who share
their backgrounds
Introduces the incredibly appealing, full-color artwork of exciting new talent Molly
Murakami

Kekla Magoon is the renowned author of numerous fiction and nonfiction titles for young readers, including Revolution in Our 
Time: The Black Panther Party’s Promise to the People; X: A Novel, cowritten with Ilyasah Shabazz; How It Went Down; and The 
Season of Styx Malone. 

Cynthia Leitich Smith is an NSK Neustadt Laureate and acclaimed author of Hearts Unbroken, winner of the American Indian 
Youth Literature Award.

Molly Murakami is a cartoonist, illustrator, writer, and creator of several webcomics. The Blue Stars Series: Mission One: The 
Vice-Principal Problem is her publishing debut. She lives in Minnesota.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $24.99 

Age: 8 years + 

Format: 216mm x 152mm 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au

NZ Price (incl. GST): $27.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781536228663 

Extent: 176 pages

Imprint: Candlewick 
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It  
gets cold  
up north,  

Riley.
This’ll  

keep you  
warm.

Muscogee Nation, Oklahoma

We’ll miss  
you, Cousin 

Riley!

Keep in 
touch.

We’ll be 
back to 
visit!

Mvto, 
Auntie!
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AGE 9,  
Intertribal powwow

AGE 3,  
the last time Riley  

saw Maya

AGE 6,  
Christmas

I wonder if 
Cousin Maya  
remembers  

me.

Are  
we there 

yet?

This  
one’s for  

you.

Grandma!

Hi, 
Mom.

Welcome!
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6 7

One Week Later
Kadena Air Base, Okinawa, Japan

We’ll  
miss you  
so much.

Say hi  
to South Side 

for me.

One  
more  
hug?

Why do  
I have to 

go?
You’re  

going to love  
Urbanopolis.

You’ll be  
going to the  
same middle 

school I  
went to. Grandma  

Gayle can’t 
wait to  
see you.

I want  
to stay  
with you.

Our  
new orders 
make that 
harder.

We can’t 
take you 
with us.
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Picture Books



From Here We Go Round the Banksia Bush to Old McDonald Went out Bush, and 
many more, here are 96 pages of energetic, charming, rhythmic rhymes to delight!

Row, row, row, your boat, Gently down the creek. 
If you hear a Tassie devil, Don’t forget to shriek!

Perfect for reading aloud at home and preschool

Packed with bright illustrations in bestselling author Frané Lessac’s signature style

Social promotion focusing on early years gifting 

PR with early childhood publications/influencers

9781760655099 

HARDBACK

Dozens of nursery rhymes re-invigorated with an
Australian flavour by an award-winning author-illustrator.

This collection is set to become a CLASSIC GIFT TITLE and PRE-SCHOOL STAPLE.



2 3

Twinkle, twinkle, southern stars,
Twinkle, twinkle, southern stars,how we wonder what you are.

Up above the land so high,

sparkling diamonds in the sky.

how we wonder what you are.

Twinkle, Twinkle, 
Southern Stars
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It’s raining, it’s pouring,
the numbat is snoring.

It bumped its head and went to bed,It bumped its head and went to bed,
and couldn’t get up in the morning.

It's Raining, It's Pouring
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6 7

Jack be nimble,
  Jack be strong,  Jack be strong,  Jack be strong,
 Jack jumped over
    the billabongbillabongbillabongbillabong.

Jack Be Nimble

BBBOOINNG!
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8 9

Rock-a-bye, joey, in the treetop.

When the wind blows, the branches will rock.he branches will rock.

When the bough breaks,

the branches will fall.

And down will come joey,down will come joey,down

branches and all.

Rock-a-Bye, JoeyJoey
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books March 2024

The Big Book of Australian Nursery
Rhymes 
by Frané Lessac
illustrated by Frané Lessac

Chant and clap, play and sing along to this fun-filled collection of nursery rhymes with an Australian twist
by bestselling author and illustrator, Frané Lessac.

Row, row, row, your boat, Gently down the creek. If you hear a Tassie devil, Don’t forget to shriek!
Tweaked and twisted nursery rhymes include:Twinkle, Twinkle, Southern Stars; Rock-a-Bye, Joey;
D-I-N-G-O!; This Little Froggy; Lizzie Had a Little Bat;Here We Go Round the Banksia Bush; Hop Goes the Bilby; Three Blind Moles;
Old McDonald Went Out Bush ... and many more in this glorious 96-page volume, destined to be an Australian classic

A colourful collection of nursery rhymes, re-invigorated with an Australian flavour
by award-winning author-illustrator Frané Lessac
A perfect introduction to classic nursery rhymes, but with an Australian twist
Perfect for read-aloud, bursting with energy and rhythm
Packed with bright illustrations in Frané's signature style
A brilliant gift - from new parents/babies to pre-schoolers

Frané Lessac is an author and illustrator of international renown, having nearly fifty children’s books published throughout the
world. She was born in the USA and lived on the Caribbean island of Montserrat, as well as in London, before moving to Australia.
Frané loves to travel and create books based on her worldwide journeys. She has contributed her distinctive paintings to many
critically acclaimed children’s picture books including, The Legend of Moondyne Joe which won the West Australian Premier’s
Children’s Book Award, and Simpson and His Donkey, a CBCA Honour Book that was also selected as a USBBY Outstanding
International Book. In 2019, We Are Grateful: Otsaliheliga, written by Traci Sorell, was awarded the Robert F. Sibert Honor Book
Honor medal, the Orbis Pictus Honor Book medal and the Boston Globe Horn Book Honor medal.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $26.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $28.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781760655099 

Age: 2 years + 

Format: 250mm x 240mm 

Extent: 96 pages 

Imprint: Walker Books Australia 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



9781760656980  HARDCOVER



Chickens roosting in the tree.

Same, but diff erent. 

Can you see?
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Every morning, same but new,

hear the 

COCK-A-DOODLE-DOO!

Hens jump down, stretch their legs.

Can you help them fi nd their eggs?
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Chickens look for eggs that match.  

CLUCK, CLUCK, 
CLUCK.

Scritch and scratch. 

Whose is this beneath the tree?

An egg with spots – one, two, three.  
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LOOK-LOOK here 

and  LOOK- LOOK there.

Stars and stripes, a matching pair.
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books March 2024

Hatch and Match 
by Ruth Paul
illustrated by Ruth Paul

A search-and-match adventure with patterns, colours and number fun from the award-winning author and
illustrator, Ruth Paul.

Cluck, cluck, cluck. Scritch and scratch. 
Chickens look for eggs that match.

Help the chickens look for their eggs – quickly before they hatch into chicks! There’s lots to find. Some with spots, stripes and even
zigzags.

Perfect for early learning - colour, patterns and counting, all in the one book!
Colourful and engaging from one of New Zealand's favourite creators
A rollicking read-aloud text
Great for pre-school and emerging readers

Ruth Paul is an award-winning writer and illustrator of children’s picture books, and a New Zealand Arts Laureate (2019). Her
books have been published in New Zealand, Australia, USA, Canada, the UK, China and Korea, with translations into five languages.
She has twice won the Picture Book Award at the New Zealand Book Awards for Children and Young Adults. Ruth is an experienced
presenter at both schools and literary events, and takes up the University of Otago College of Education Creative New Zealand
Children's Writer in Residence fellowship in 2023. She is also a champion of her local community Makara, Te Whanganui-a-Tara,
where she lives and looks after a large native forest project.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $25.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $27.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781760656980 

Age: 2 years + 

Format: 270mm x 230mm 

Extent: 32 pages 

Imprint: Walker Books Australia 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



The famous characters in Little Red Riding Hood, The Three 
Little Pigs and The Enormous Turnip are given new life and a 
sprinkle of modern magic.

• Features bold language and vibrant pictures to
engage a new generation of young readers.

• Dynamic new edition of well-loved classics.

• Lucy Cousins' Maisy books have sold over 42
million copies worldwide.

Little Red Riding Hood and Other Stories
Lucy Cousins

Multi-award-winning Lucy Cousins retells three 
of her favourite fairy tales.

9781406377378

March 2024 
Paperback 
Picture Books



Once upon a time there was 

a girl called Little Red Riding Hood.

Her mother asked her to take a 

basket of food through the wood 

to her grandmother, who was ill.
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Little Red Riding Hood had not gone 

far when she met a wolf.

“Where are you going, Little Red 

Riding Hood?” the wolf asked.

“I am taking a basket of food to 

my grandmother, because she is ill,”

answered Little Red Riding Hood.

“Is that so?” said the wolf with a 

nasty grin and away he ran.

©2023
 
Copyrighted

 
Material

 
provided

 
by

 
Walker

 
Books.

 
Not

 
for

 
distribution

 
or

 
sale

 
(Final) ©2023

 
Copyrighted

 
Material

 
provided

 
by

 
Walker

 
Books.

 
Not

 
for

 
distribution

 
or

 
sale

 
(Final)



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books March 2024

Little Red Riding Hood and Other Stories 
by Lucy Cousins
illustrated by Lucy Cousins

The bestselling, New York Times Top 10 Best Illustrated title, Yummy!, now available as new stunning
picture book editions.

"Where are you going, Little Red Riding Hood?" asked the wolf.

The old man pulled and pulled the enormous turnip…

Multi-award-winning author Lucy Cousins retells three of her favourite fairy tales in spare, bold language and brilliant, vibrant
pictures. 

The famous characters in Little Red Riding Hood, The Three Little Pigs and The Enormous Turnip are given new life and a sprinkle of
modern magic.

Dynamic new edition of a well-loved classic
Yummy was a New York Times Top 10 Best Illustrated title
Lucy Cousins' Maisy books have sold over 42 million copies worldwide and are
available in 29 different languages.

Lucy Cousins is the multi-award-winning creator of Maisy. Her unique titles fascinate toddlers with their child-like simplicity, bold
outlines and vivid colours. "Maisy does things that children all over the world do", Lucy Cousins says of her superstar mouse. "The
way she dresses, the way she acts, are typical of children all over the world." Lucy Cousins works from her home in Hampshire,
England. Other titles include the Smarties Book Prize-winner Jazzy in the Jungle, Hooray for Fish! – which now appears in animation
in Japan; the critically acclaimed I'm the Best; and more recently Peck Peck Peck, which won Best Picture Book in the Booktrust Best
Book Awards, as well as the British Book Design and Production Award in the Children's Trade category, Let's Play Monsters and A
Good Place.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $16.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $19.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781406377361 

Age: 2 years + 

Format: 260mm x 250mm 

Extent: 48 pages 

Imprint: Walker 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



Join Little Bunny and peep through the cut-outs on each 
spread to spy a whole host of woodland animals.

• A bright, colourful and interactive board book, perfect for inspiring 
the youngest readers.

• Engaging peep-through holes on each spread and vibrant 
illustrations.

• From award-winning illustrator Petr Horácek, whose other books 
include Let's Go into Space, Let's Go Under the Sea, Who is 
Sleeping? and Who is the Biggest?

March 2024 
Board Book 
Picture Books

Little Bunny
Petr Horacek

Come along for a peep-through adventure in the 
woods with Little Bunny.

9781406388800



Little Bunny 
in the woods, 

what can you see?
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I see lots of 
little birds looking 

down at me. 

Little Bunny in 
the woods, what 

can you see?
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Books for Babies March 2024

Little Bunny 
by Petr Horacek
illustrated by Petr Horacek

A peep-through adventure in the woods with Little Bunny, to share with the youngest readers, illustrated
by award-winning author-artist, Petr Horácek.

Who can you find in the woods? Join Little Bunny and peep through the cut-outs on each spread to spy a whole host of woodland
animals. And there is a very special someone waiting at the end of the book.

A peep-through hole on each spread and vibrant illustrations to engage the very
youngest of readers.
A bright, colourful and interactive board book, perfect for inspiring a lifelong love
of reading.
From award-winning illustrator Petr Horácek, whose other Walker board books
include Let's Go into Space, Let's Go Under the Sea, Who is Sleeping? and Who is
the Biggest?
Petr Horácek is an internationally acclaimed illustrator, and was shortlisted for the
Kate Greenaway Medal for his picture book Puffin Peter. As of December 2019,
Petr has sold 4.7 million books worldwide.

Petr Horácek’s bold and imaginative illustrations continue to captivate children and critics. His stories, often about loyalty and
belonging, are told with an instinctive warmth and humour and are beautifully brought to life through his evocative use of colour and
texture. He has won many awards around the world for classics such as Suzy Goose and A New House for Mouse and was shortlisted
for the prestigious Kate Greenaway Medal in 2012 and 2018. Petr lives in Worcestershire.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $14.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $16.99 

Binding: Board Book 

ISBN: 9781529517354 

Age: 1 years, 6 months + 

Format: 180mm x 180mm 

Extent: 16 pages 

Imprint: Walker 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



Join Little Chick and peep through the cut-outs to spy a whole host of 
animals. And there is a very special someone waiting at the end of the 
book

• A bright and interactive board book, perfect for 
inspiring a love of lifelong reading.

• Peep-through holes on each spread and vibrant 
illustrations to engage the youngest readers.

• From award-winning illustrator Petr Horácek

March 2024 
Board Book 
Picture Books

Little Chick
Petr Horacek

A peep-through adventure on the farm with 
Little Chick, to share with the youngest readers. 

9781406388800



Little Chick on 
the farm, what 
can you see?
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I see a 
happy pig
looking 
right at me.

Little Chick 
on the farm, 
what else can 
you see?
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Books for Babies March 2024

Little Chick 
by Petr Horácek
illustrated by Petr Horácek

A peep-through adventure on the farm with Little Chick, to share with the youngest readers, illustrated by
award-winning author-artist, Petr Horácek.

Who can you find on the farm? Join Little Chick and peep through the cut-outs on each spread to spy a whole host of animals. And
there is a very special someone waiting at the end of the book.

A peep-through hole on each spread and vibrant illustrations to engage the very
youngest of readers.
A bright, colourful and interactive board book, perfect for inspiring a lifelong love
of reading.
From award-winning illustrator Petr Horácek, whose other Walker board books
include Let's Go into Space, Let's Go Under the Sea, Who is Sleeping? and Who is
the Biggest?
Petr Horácek is an internationally acclaimed illustrator, and was shortlisted for the
Kate Greenaway Medal for his picture book Puffin Peter. As of December 2019,
Petr has sold 4.7 million books worldwide.

Petr Horácek’s bold and imaginative illustrations continue to captivate children and critics. His stories, often about loyalty and
belonging, are told with an instinctive warmth and humour and are beautifully brought to life through his evocative use of colour and
texture. He has won many awards around the world for classics such as Suzy Goose and A New House for Mouse and was shortlisted
for the prestigious Kate Greenaway Medal in 2012 and 2018. Petr lives in Worcestershire.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $14.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $16.99 

Binding: Board Book 

ISBN: 9781529517361 

Age: 1 years, 6 months + 

Format: 180mm x 180mm 

Extent: 16 pages 

Imprint: Walker 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
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Mini and Milo are 
endearing, charming and relatable, 

and together they learn to deal with
life’s big and small problems. 

Story-led with humour and heart, this 
series is written by family dispute 
specialist, mindset coach and mum, 

Venita Dimos, and brilliantly 
illustrated by Natashia Curtin. 

THE STORY SO FAR…

 Big Skills for Mini People brand stickers on all backlist and upcoming 
titles with quick and clear messaging for each book.

@bigskillsforminipeople +4k followers on Instagram
@venitadimos +9k followers on Instagram

“Children will love the ideas put forward in this 
humorous tale: that you can do something about the 
negative voice in your head, that you can be resilient 

and positive.” – ReadPlus

“Recently, I read Dimos’ Mini and Milo: 
The Teeny-Tiny Voice. At the time, my daughter had 

picked up a swear word from somewhere. When I 
told her to stop saying it, she said to me, ‘I want to 
stop but the voice inside my head keeps telling me 
to say it’. The book taught her that we have greater 

power over our thoughts than we think, which 
eventually helped her to stop swearing.” 

– Tracey Cheung, The Sydney M�ning Herald.

BIG
 SKILLS FOR

MIN I PEOPLE

SELF-TALK

POSITIVE 

 The  p fect  to 
  

BI
G 

SKI
LLS FOR

MIN I PEO

PL
ETO LISTEN

LEARNING  

 The  
p fect 

 to 
  



BUILDING 
THE BRAND…

• Hosted on Walker Books Australia 
website, this page will be a destination 
for all things Mini & Milo

• Links to each book in the series
• Digital content, education resources and 
fun-at-home content

• Reviews

W�d of mou�
• Send backlist titles with teaser message for Book 3 to mummy bloggers/influencers

Backli� resources
• Read To Us storykit and fun-at-home 
content for Teeny-Tiny Voice and 
Big Flappy Ears

• Interactive and shareable social media 
content to engage parents and build 
brand following in the lead up to Book 3

NOV
2023

NOV
2023

FEB
2024

De�cated web page



MARCH 
2024

When Mini’s friend Milo gives her a trampoline for her birthday, Mini is upset. 
She even stops speaking to Milo. Milo has no idea what is wrong – how could he? 
Mini realises that talking about a problem is much easier than running from it.

Elephants Can't Jump is the perfect book to share with your child to learn how to 
master COMMUNICATION.

• Read To Us storykit and fun-at-home content
• Interactive and shareable social media content
• Bookshop Bear and education newsletters

• Paid social media advertising targeted at key parent audiences
• POS — A5 activity card 

• Magpies magazine insert 
• Amazon A+ assets 

• Better Reading podcast (May 2024 for paperback releases)

BOOK 3…



It had been the best birthday ever.ever.ever
And Mini’s favourite part had 
just begun …

Opening her presents!
Mini had saved the best present for last.
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And then she saw it.

It was big and bright, colourful and bouncy, 
springy and hoppy. It was a …

Mini tore off the paper, 
her trunk wild with wonder, 
her heart thumping loudly.

It was from her best friend, Milo. 
Milo always gave Mini the 
best presents!

It was big and bulky and 
wrapped in her favourite 
shade of pink.
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TraMpoline?
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An angry fireball grew in Mini’s head. 
How could Milo do this to me? thought Mini. 

It was the worst present ever! Milo should know …

Elephants can’t juMp!
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books March 2024

Mini and Milo: Elephants Can't Jump 
by Venita Dimos
illustrated by Natashia Curtin

Mini and Milo navigate the ups and downs of friendship, with “applied” emotional intelligence at the heart
of every story

When Mini’s friend Milo gives her a trampoline for her birthday Mini is upset. She even stops speaking to Milo. Milo has no idea what
is wrong – how could he? Mini realises that talking about a problem is much easier than running from it. Full of humour and heart,
with “Big Skills for Mini People” the “hidden veggies”, Mini and Milo learn emotional skills such as conflict management and
resilience.

Character-led, branded series full of humour and emotional intelligence
Adorable characters who learn from hilarious hit and miss, and always via their
own agency, will appeal to children
Parents will love the “Big Skills for Mini People” - the "hidden veggies” as Mini
and Milo model much-needed skills (even at an early age) such as conflict
management, communication and resilience . This third title models:
COMMUNICATION
Written with charm , humour and expertise by Venita Dimos, a lawyer, mediator,
family dispute resolution practitioner and specialist in conflict management and
"applied emotional intelligence
The illustrations by Natashia Curtin immediately create characters, and a
delightful world, that children (and parents) will love
Big Skills for Mini People: Communication

Venita Dimos is an experienced lawyer, mediator and coach. For over 20 years she has helped thousands of people solve 
complex problems and navigate difficult times in their lives. Venita lives in Melbourne with her daughters. She is an outright 
optimist, loves heartfelt conversations and has a penchant for all things chocolate. Visit her online at venitadimos.com and 
Instagram @venitadimos @bigskillsforminipeople

Natashia (pronounced Na-tar-sha) Curtin grew up in a Yolngu township in the Northern Territory, and completed high school 
while living in the highlands of Papua New Guinea.

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $24.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $26.99
Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781760656140 

Age: 3 years + 

Format: 260mm x 250mm 

Extent: 32 pages 

Imprint: Walker Books Australia 
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March 2024 
Paperback 
Picture Book

Counting Sheep: A Farmyard Counting 
Michelle Robinson

Down on the farm, it’s time to sleep. 

• A goofy farmyard bedtime story to charm and 
delight sleepy – and not so sleepy! – children.

• A funny alternative counting book: kids will love 
to correct the sheep as they muddle their 
numbers.

• Michelle’s rhythmic rhyme pairs brilliantly with 
Nikki's bright, ebullient artwork.

Everyone knows that counting sheep will send you straight 
to sleep but what happens when the sheep won’t go to 
sleep? 



But the sheep are in no mood for sleeping. 

Not to worry – Sam has an idea.

“Have you heard of counting sheep?

Count yourselves and … go to sleep!”yourselves and … go to sleep!”yourselves

The sheep try their very best to join in 

as Sam begins to count:

“One. Two…” 
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“Um, keep practising,” Sam says, 

dashing off across the fields. 

He’s spotted someone else 

who’s wide awake, too...
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books March 2024

Counting Sheep: A Farmyard Counting
Book 
by Michelle Robinson
illustrated by Nikki Dyson

Down on the farm, it’s time to sleep. So sheepdog, Sam, rounds up the sheep…

Everyone knows that counting sheep will send you straight to sleep but what happens when the sheep won’t go to sleep? And what
if they don’t know how to count, either?! Sheepdog, Sam, is on the case and he tries everything he can to lull them off to
dreamland. But, before long, the whole farm is awake and noisier than ever...

An alternative bedtime story full of farmyard sounds and counting chaos sure to make little ones laugh and parents sigh in
sympathy.

A goofy, funny farmyard bedtime story to charm and delight sleepy – and not so
sleepy! – children.
A funny and silly alternative counting book: kids will love to correct the sheep as
they muddle their numbers.
Michelle’s text is funny with a rhythmic rhyme, paired brilliantly with Nikki's
bright, boisterous and ebullient artwork.

Michelle Robinson previously wrote copy for some of the world's biggest brands. Her picture books include Tooth Fairy in Training
and Witch in Training, illustrated by Briony May Smith, The Pawed Piper, illustrated by Chinlun Lee, Isabelle and the Crooks,
illustrated by Chris Mould, and There’s a Lion in My Cornflakes, illustrated by Jim Field. Michelle lives in Nova Scotia, Canada with
her husband, son and daughter. Find Michelle online at michellerobinson.co.uk, and on Twitter and Instagram as @MicheRobinson.

Nikki Dyson worked for Hallmark and National Geographic Kids before illustrating picture books. Her titles include Zippo the Super
Hippo, written by Kes Gray, the Little Golden Books How to Be a Pirate and How to Be a Superhero, and two word books, 1000
Animals and 1000 Things to Eat. Nikki lives in Northamptonshire. Find her online at nikkidysonillustration.co.uk, on Twitter as
@DoodleDyson, and on Instagram as @nikki_dyson.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $16.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $18.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781406384918 

Age: 2 years + 

Format: 230mm x 270mm 

Extent: 32 pages 

Imprint: Walker 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books March 2024

My Mother's Tongues: A Weaving of
Languages
by Uma Menon
illustrated by Rahele Jomepour Bell

In a sparkling debut authored by a sixteen-year-old daughter of immigrants, this ode to the power of
multilingualism gives voice to the lasting benefits of speaking with more than one tongue.

Sumi’s mother can speak two languages, Malayalam and English. She can switch between them at the speed of sound: one
language when talking to Sumi’s grandmother, another when she addresses the shopkeeper. Sometimes she speaks a combination
of both. Could it be she possesses a superpower? With awe and curiosity, young Sumi recounts the story of her mother’s migration
from India and how she came to acquire two tongues, now woven together like fine cloth. Rahele Jomepour Bell’s inviting
illustrations make playful use of visual metaphors, while Uma Menon’s lyrical text, told astutely from a child’s perspective, touches
lightly on such subjects as linguistic diversity and accent discrimination (“no matter how they speak, every person’s voice is unique
and important”). This welcome debut, penned when the author was still a teenager, is an unabashed celebration of the gift of
multilingualism – a gift that can transport people across borders and around the world.

Exactly the kind of book that the market is demanding right now: a book with
references to immigration, duality, language; a celebration of origin, lineage, and
multilingualism.
The author, Uma Menon, is a sixteen-year-old student, writer, and activist. Her
writing has already appeared in over three dozen publications in the US.

Uma Menon was born in 2003 and raised in Winter Park, Florida. Growing up, she could not find stories that reflected her
experience in a multilingual house, so she wrote this at age sixteen. Her writing has appeared in the Washington Post, the
Huffington Post, and the Progressive. She was a National Young Arts Winner for three consecutive years. She studies international
affairs and creative writing at Princeton University. You can find her at www.theumamenon.com.

Rahele Jomepour Bell, an Iranian-American picture book creator, graduated from Iowa State University with an MFA in
integrated visual arts. She received an Illustration Mentorship Award from We Need Diverse Books and was awarded both the
Portfolio Award Grand Prize and the Social Media Mentorship Award for Illustrators at the SCBWI National Conference. Her inspiration
comes mostly from her childhood and Friday night family gatherings at her grandparents’ house and illustrated books from around
the world. She is happiest creating illustrations that send the imagination flying, offer a new look at an old idea, and reassure the
viewer of their place in this world. Rahele Jomepour Bell lives in the green state of Washington, USA with her family. You can find
her at www.rahelestudio.com.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $27.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $29.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781529517880 

Age: 3 years + 

Format: 280mm x 210mm 

Extent: 32 pages 

Imprint: Walker 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



My mother has two tongues.  

With one tongue, she speaks Malayalam.  

With the other, she speaks English.

©
 
C o p y r i g h t e d

 
m a t e r i a l

 
p r o v i d e d

 
b y

 
C a n d l e w i c k .

 
N o

 
d i s t r i b u t i o n .

 
M a y

 
n o t

 
b e

 
f i n a l . ©

 
C o p y r i g h t e d

 
m a t e r i a l

 
p r o v i d e d

 
b y

 
C a n d l e w i c k .

 
N o

 
d i s t r i b u t i o n .

 
M a y

 
n o t

 
b e

 
f i n a l .



When we are out shopping, she speaks to my 

grandmother in Malayalam.

She asks her, “Namukku ineem paal aavashyamundu?” 

which means, Do we need more milk? 

To me she speaks a combination of both, saying,  

“Sumi, help me ee saadhanangal eduthuvekkaan.” 

The languages hop, like rabbits, from her tongue.

Then she turns to the cashier and says, “Hello. 

How are you?”
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I help my mother put the groceries onto the counter.  

I wonder what the cashier must be thinking. Does she 

understand what we are saying?

Though my mother speaks with two tongues, I can see 

only one in her mouth. That’s because the two tongues –

Malayalam and English – are now woven together like 

fine cloth. The seams are invisible.
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books March 2024

Is This . . . Easter? 
by Helen Yoon
illustrated by Helen Yoon

What’s the deal with all the eggs? With her trademark visual humor and comic timing, Helen Yoon takes a
look at a puzzling holiday tradition.

Look, an egg! An egg left by a bunny! What does that mean? It means it’s time to celebrate . . . Easter! Or is it time to celebrate
breakfast? In Helen Yoon’s scenario, a difference of opinion arises between excitable pups, and the egg bearer (and ultimate
squabble settler) is, naturally, an enormous, Zen-like bear wearing tiny bunny ears. As the bear demonstrates, whether it’s
decorating eggs or eating them, Easter is kind of . . . delicious! Helen Yoon’s fresh and hilarious take on the Easter holiday—part of a
quirky new series of picture books—is a delightful blend of bumbling affection and slack-jawed wonder.

Is this . . . Winter and Is this . . . Easter are the first two books in a "Helen Yoon"
branded series, in which clueless, expressive animals (primarily pups) jump paws
first into various holidays and seasons and show us humans how odd some of our
traditions and trappings are
An utterly fresh look at familiar seasons and holidays sure to find fans among both
the humbugs and the revelers, the Hallmark-haters and the over-the-top
Griswolds, the jaded and the ingenues
Merch alongside Mo Willems's Pigeon Presents books throughout the year, or
alongside Sandra Boynton's Pookie board books for holiday and seasonal displays
With every book, Helen Yoon's reputation for outstanding picture book humor and
wit grows

Helen Yoon is . . . very funny and very sharp. The author-illustrator of Sheepish (Wolf Under Cover), her critically acclaimed debut
picture book, as well as Off-Limits and I’m a Unicorn, she is a professional illustrator and freelance concept designer. Helen Yoon
lives in the Los Angeles area.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $19.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $21.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781536226287 

Age: 3 years + 

Format: 200mm x 220mm 

Extent: 32 pages 

Imprint: Candlewick 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



Look! An egg!
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You know what we have to do, right?
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What? What?
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books March 2024

Snack, Please! 
by Georgie Birkett
illustrated by Georgie Birkett

Tired of chopping fruit, cubing cheese, fishing rice cakes out of a backpack and generally fielding incessant
snack requests? Then Snack, Please! is the book for you – all about the joy of making and sharing food,
together!

Gertie LOVES snacks: sofa snacks, bath snacks, bedtime snacks … it’s a snack life! She abandons almost every mealtime in favour
of snacking. Her daddy can’t help but feel frustrated – how can he convince her to try new food? Or to even talk about something
other than snacks? A day in Granny's allotment might just provide all the inspiration that's needed. In this funny, warm companion
title to Carry Me!, Georgie Birkett explores small children’s exasperating eating habits and, once more, through a very endearing
father-daughter mouse duo, she perfectly captures the ups and downs of parenting life.

A follow up title to Carry Me!, Snack, Please! introduces us to another adorable
animal family from the growing picture book world of Cheery Street – this time,
the sweet snack-obsessed Gertie and her loving (but exasperated!) daddy.
A book that will help children discover how much fun it can be to help choose
ingredients, get involved in preparing meals, and eat together with friends and
family.
A wonderful celebration of a tight father-daughter bond, community and sharing
the parental load.

Georgie Birkett has made many picture books for young children, including Carry Me!. She won the Booktrust Early Years Award
for Is This My Nose? and has also been nominated for the Kate Greenaway award for Share! written by Anthea Simmons. Find her
online at georgiebirkett.com and on Instagram as @georgiebirkett. Georgie lives in East Sussex.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $27.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $29.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781529502749 
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Extent: 32 pages 

Imprint: Walker 

Australian Distribution
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Gertie’s Daddy absolutely loved 
making food for her, and baby Gertie 

would gobble up all of his yummy meals.

smooshed-up smooshed-up smooshed-up 
anything really. anything really. anything really. 

Sometimes even
dusty old crackers 

from the very bottom very bottom very
of the nappy bag.

When she was a baby, hen she was a baby, 
Gertie LOVED food. Gertie LOVED food. 

She would eat 
mashed-up veg,mashed-up veg,

mushed-up fruit ... mushed-up fruit ... 
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Gertie nibbled at 
noses and chewed on         

Grandma’s glasses. 

She would try eating anythinganything. . 

But then Gertie discovered something new.
Something she loved to eat more than anything else…

As Gertie got older, she would still eat most things. 
She also ate ... other things. Like grass, mud, other things. Like grass, mud, other
daisies, and once she even ate a slug! (Yuck!)even ate a slug! (Yuck!)even
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books March 2024

Bros 
by Carole Boston Weatherford
illustrated by Reggie Brown

A celebration of childhood from an award-winning author, this upbeat day-in-the-life of a bunch of friends
was inspired by the #BlackBoyJoy meme that spurred a movement.

From sunrise to sunset, a group of young Black boys joyously spend the day together as they live their best lives freely in their
community. With confidence and a touch of swag, these friends do everything with one another: build a time machine, tend to the
community garden, roleplay in the park, read, take a group selfie, and play basketball. With simple, spare text from celebrated
author Carole Boston Weatherford and colorful, playful art from Reggie Brown capturing the pleasures of boyhood and friendship,
Bros affirms the truth that Black boys deserve and are worthy of a childhood full of joy and free of risk, just as much as anyone.
Timely and buoyant, it’s a story sure to be enjoyed by anyone who knows what it is to be surrounded by friends with a day of
adventure ahead of you.

A celebration of boyhood from multi award-winning author Carole Boston
Weatherford
Inspired by Gwenolyn Brooks's poem "We Real Cool," Bros celebrates Black
boyhood today, across its many identities.
A real celebration of Blackness, identity, and friendship.

Carole Boston Weatherford, a New York Times best-selling author and poet, was named the 2019 Washington Post–Children’s
Book Guild Nonfiction Award winner. Her numerous books for children include the Newbery Honor Book BOX: Henry Brown Mails
Himself to Freedom, illustrated by Michele Wood; the Coretta Scott King Author Award winner Unspeakable: The Tulsa Race
Massacre, illustrated by Floyd Cooper; Voice of Freedom: Fannie Lou Hamer, Spirit of the Civil Rights Movement, illustrated by Ekua
Holmes, which was also a Robert F. Sibert Honor Book; and Outspoken: Paul Robeson, Ahead of His Time and the critically
acclaimed Schomburg: The Man Who Built a Library, both illustrated by Eric Velasquez. Carole Boston Weatherford lives in North
Carolina.

Reggie Brown is the illustrator of several books for children, including Tacko Fall: To New Heights by Tacko Fall and Justin
Haynes, the New York Times best-selling Who Are Your People? by Bakari Sellers, the Magnificent Makers series by Theanne Griffith,
and Baseball Baby and Soccer Baby by Laura Gehl. He lives in San Diego.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $29.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $32.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781536220414 

Age: 4 years + 

Format: 270mm x 230mm 

Extent: 32 pages 

Imprint: Candlewick 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569
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For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



Bros glow.
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We grow.
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We ride.We stride.
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books March 2024

Noura's Crescent Moon 
by Zainab Khan
illustrated by Nabila Adani

Venturing out after dusk with her family, a child is eager to watch for the new moon that signals the start
of Eid ul-Fitr celebrations in this charming picture-book debut.

Noura can’t wait for the sun to go down! With Ramadan and her first month of fasting almost over, she and Mama and Papa are
headed to the hills for a moonsighting picnic. It would be truly special if Noura could catch a glimpse of the faint silvery crescent,
something even her mother has never managed to do. If the moon stays hidden, that means one more long day before Noura can
wear her sparkly new dress and the joyful Eid celebrations begin—bringing with them visits with friends, eating sweets, and painting
henna on her hands. In a lighthearted introduction to Ramadan and Eid, this family-centered tale of anticipation under the stars pairs
an inviting text from Zainab Khan with Nabila Adani’s vibrant illustrations, capturing everything from the bustle of a shared meal to
the swirling magic of the night sky. Relevant terms, from food items to the Islamic lunar calendar, are explained in a glossary at the
end.

Fills a gap in the market for high-quality trade books for children about Ramadan 
and Eid ul-Fitr
While the target audience is Muslim children and families, this book can and 
should appeal broadly to any child because the storyline is about celebrating 
traditions with family, sharing a special meal together, and anticipating a joyful 
event
Will speak to any young child proud of a "first" accomplishment or upon 
reaching a milestone; any child who knows how tough it can be to wait for 
special days and events to arrive; any child who revels in the traditions, 
customs, and special foods related to a holiday

Zainab Khan received her BA from Boston University and taught elementary school for several years before starting her own
preschool program. Noura’s Crescent Moon is her first picture book. Through it she hopes that children will learn a little something
about the Islamic lunar month Eid ul-Fitr and Ramadan and recognize that “regardless of their faith, people celebrate in similar
ways: with family, food, and gifts, and with prayers for those who are religious.” Of Pakistani heritage, Zainab Khan lives on Long
Island with her husband, two children, and a cat.

Nabila Adani worked briefly as a product designer in Japan and Indonesia before moving to the United States to study children’s
book illustration. Among the children’s books she has illustrated are Be a Bridge by Irene Latham and Charles Waters and Sunny and
the Birds by Wendy Meddour. Nabila Adani lives in Jakarta, Indonesia, where she enjoys illustrating and telling stories for children
around the world.
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As the sun drifted toward the horizon, Noura’s belly 

rumbled. After twenty-nine days of Ramadan, 

tonight would be Eid—if the moon appeared.

The smell of fried cumin wafted out through the 

kitchen window. Pakoras sizzled in the fryer for that 

night’s moonsighting iftar.
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Noura capped the bottle. “Let’s go! I don’t want to be late.”

“We won’t be late,” said Papa, tucking the bottles into a picnic 

basket. “And remember, very few people see the Eid moon. In 

all the years I went with my parents to find the new moon, I 

only saw it once: a tiny sliver.”

Noura galloped into the kitchen. 

Papa was stirring sweet noodles 

in bubbling milk for the next 

morning’s Eid breakfast. Yum!

Noura swished pink syrup into cold water and milk, her iftar 

specialty, then poured the mixture into a bottle. This was 

Noura’s first fast, and Mama had finally said she could go to 

the mountain and look for the new moon. She couldn’t wait.
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“I hope I see it.” Noura helped Papa carry the 

basket to the car.

Out of the corner of her eye, something glittered.  

Was that the moon already?
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books March 2024

This Is a Story 
by John Schu
illustrated by Lauren Castillo

Children’s literacy advocate John Schu and Caldecott Honor recipient Lauren Castillo celebrate the power of
finding the perfect book.

This is a word on a page. This is a page in a book. This is a book on a shelf ... waiting.

With a seahorse kite in their hand, a child heads out with Dad to the library. On the way they stop at a park, joining lots of people,
some of whom are flying kites, too. At the library, a person toting a big pile of books hands over a story on a favourite subject: the
seahorse. All around, there are readers poring over books, each with their own questions, ideas to explore, hopes for the future ...
and imaginations ready to spark.

With a warm, lyrical text and expressive illustrations, John Schu and Lauren Castillo invite us to imagine the myriad of ways that
books can foster connection and understanding – and how they can empower children to transform the world.

A new picture book by John Schu, one of America’s most beloved teacher-
librarians, and author of This Is a School.
A heartfelt call to action on behalf of reading to children. Focuses on the personal
joy that books can bring and encourages readers to explore the magic of
choosing the perfect story.
John Schu's text is perfectly paired with warm and inviting illustrations by Lauren
Castillo, who creates a cosy world for the dad and his two children at the library.

John Schu is the author of the picture book This Is a School, illustrated by Veronica Miller Jamison. He has been the Ambassador of
School Libraries for Scholastic Book Fairs, a part-time lecturer at Rutgers University, and a classroom teacher and school librarian. He
travels all over the world visiting schools and meeting with students, teachers and administrators as he advocates for the people and
things he cares about most: children, books, schools and the libraries – and librarians – that connect them. John Schu lives in Illinois,
USA. You can find him at JohnSchu.com and on Instagram and Twitter as @MrSchuReads.

Lauren Castillo is the award-winning illustrator of many books for children, including Kirkus Prize finalist Imagine by Juan Felipe
Herrera, Happy Like Soccer by Maribeth Boelts, and Yard Sale by Eve Bunting. She is also the author-illustrator of the Caldecott
Honor Book Nana in the City. Lauren Castillo dreams and draws in Pennsylvania, USA. You can find her online at laurencastillo.com
and on Instagram and Twitter as @studiocastillo.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $16.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $18.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781529516982 

Age: 3 years + 

Format: 250mm x 260mm 

Extent: 40 pages 

Imprint: Walker 
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This is a story for Amy Krouse Rosenthal, Molly O’Neill, 
Kate DiCamillo, Lauren Castillo, and you.

J.S.

For John Schu and all librarians. 
You make the world a better place! 

L.C.
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This is a word. 
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This is a word on a page. This is a page in a book.
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Non-Fiction March 2024

Super Sports Stars Who Are Changing the
Game: People Power Series
by Rick Broadbent
illustrated by Alexander Mostov

Discover the stories of 20 sportspeople who are pushing the limits of their game and helping to make our
world a better place.

Discover 20 incredible true stories of sporting legends. Incredible facts about each sportsperson’s life and times are accompanied by
bright and accessible illustrations, making this book ideal for young children wanting to learn about amazing athletes who through
their achievements and action on and off the pitch have changed the world for the better. Positive, uplifting and packed full of
information, this book will show children that no one is too small to make a difference.

Sportspeople featured: Muhammad Ali; Emma Raducanu; Tegla Loroupe; LeBron James; Maria Toorpakai; Ludwig Guttmann; Cathy
Freeman; Tom Daley; Palwankar Baloo; Billy Monger; Morné du Plessis; Sky Brown; Mel Young; Ibtihaj Muhammad; Ellen
MacArthur; Simone Biles; Husnah Kukundakwe; Saeid Mollaei; Megan Rapinoe; Marcus Rashford.

Ideal for readers who enjoy biographies of famous figures and will sit alongside
Women in Sport and Sportopedia.
The stories and Super Sport Powers on each spread, give an insight into the
mindset needed for success. They will inspire readers to overcome their own fears
and face personal challenges with confidence and resilience.
Rick Broadbent is a sports journalist for The Times with over twenty years’
experience and has personally interviewed some of the incredible athletes in the
book.

Rick Broadbent writes on a range of sports for The Times. He has worked at the Olympic Games, football and rugby world cups
and all golf majors. The only Times journalist to interview the mute wrestler Kendo Nagasaki, he has been nominated as SJA
feature writer of the year and has been shortlisted three times for the William Hill book prize. His first book for children, Sport
Legends was published by Walker in 2021. He lives in Bournemouth.

Alexander Mostov grew up in central Ohio, but has been drawing in Seattle since 2013. With a background in architecture, his
illustration style incorporates playful angles, dynamic perspectives, and a focus on how characters interact in a space. Alexander uses
a variety of mediums including digital, ink and gouache. Alexander has worked on a number of children's picture books, including
Go, Bikes, Go! (Little Bigfoot); D-Day (Quarto); The Secret Life of Spies (Quarto); and The Planets We Explore (Magic Cat
Publishing). Super Sportspeople is his first book for Walker, publishing in 2023.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $19.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $22.99 

Binding: Paperback 
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MEGAN RAPINOE (b. 1985)
“Be more. Be better. Be bigger thaN 

    you’ve ever been before.”

Megan has helped highlight racism in 

America. Before a game in 2016, she knelt 

during the national anthem to show support 

for Colin Kaepernick. He was an NFL player 

who had been criticized for kneeling to 

protest against racial injustice.

Megan believes everyone should be treated equally. When the 

USA won the World Cup in 2015 the women’s team was paid 

only a quarter of what the men got, even though they were much 

more successful. This is unfair, but trailblazers like Megan are 

refusing to let it happen anymore.  

Fair PLay

Think of something that you would like to change to make the world a fairer place for everyone. For example it could be: “I believe women should be treated the same as men.” Write or draw it on a piece of paper and use it to inspire your friends and family.

Megan is the USA football team's star striker. She helped the USA to win 

the World Cup in 2015 and 2019 and the Olympic gold medal in 2012. She 

is the first footballer, male or female, to score a goal directly from a corner 

at the Olympic Games. She has done this twice! In 2019 she was named one of 

FIFA's Players of the Year alongside Lionel Messi.

Football helped Megan escape problems growing up. When she became 

famous, she used her profile to speak out about issues she cares about. She 

wants everyone to have an equal chance in life, regardless of their sex, 

gender or race. She is gay and said it was wrong that other players did not 

feel safe enough to come out and be themselves. She starred in a video 

to combat name-calling and has even clashed with the President of 

the USA over the issues she feels strongly about.

She called for the USA women's team to be paid the same as 

the male team, joining with her team-mates to challenge the 

organization that makes the rules. Her message to women is 

simple: “Don't settle for anything less, go for equal, go for more…”

WRITE YOUR OWN FAIRNESS Pledge 

Megan has always been bold. 

She did not care if she upset people in 

power as she fought for equality. Her powerful 

words about equal pay and other areas of 

social justice brought her into conflict with 

politicians, but Megan’s strength of 

character meant she never took 

a backwards step.

BOLDNESS

SUSUS
PUPU

EPEP

RERE
SPSPS ORORO T POPOP WEWEW
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MUHAMMAD ALI (1942–2016)
“I shook up the world.”

Cassius Clay, as Muhammad was then called, was born in the USA at a time 

when many Black Americans didn't have the same rights and opportunities 

as white people. When he was twelve years old, he had his bicycle stolen and 

said he wanted to “whup” the thief. A policeman told him that if that was his 

plan then he had better learn how to fight. He went on to become the most 

famous boxer in history. 

In 1960, when he was eighteen, Muhammad won the Olympic gold 

medal. But despite his triumph, he faced racist abuse and was refused 

service in a restaurant in his home city because of his skin colour. He 

reacted by throwing his gold medal in the Ohio River. This was one of 

many examples in his career where he stood up against racial injustice.

He became the world heavyweight champion 

when he was just 22. After converting to Islam 

and changing his name, he became known as 

Muhammad Ali. Throughout his career, 

Muhammad never forgot the obstacles he 

had overcome and gave huge amounts 

of money to charity and promoted 

education for young people and the 

rights of disadvantaged people all over 

the world.

Muhammad Ali called himself the Greatest Of All Time. 

His greatness went well beyond the boxing ring and 

towards making the world a better place. Which 

sportsperson do you think is the GOAT in fighting for 

fairness? Write down their name or draw their picture.

WHO IS THE GREATEST? 

In 1967, Muhammad was stripped of his world title 

for refusing to fight for the US Army in faraway 

Vietnam. He stuck to his priciples and said it was 

against his religion. It took three years for the 

decision to ban him to be overturned and for him 

to reclaim his world title. 

When Muhammad was growing up 
in the USA, white people had all 

the power. Segregation laws meant 
people were divided by their skin 

colour. Black people were forced to 
go to different schools, toilets and 

restaurants to white people. The Civil 
Rights movement of the 1950s and 

60s wanted to end this injustice and ensure everyone was treated equally.

fair play

Muhammad admitted he was terrified 

about fighting the great champion Sonny 

Liston for the world title between 1964–65, 

but by constantly telling himself that he 

was the greatest and he was going 

to win, he finally started to 

believe it. 

BELIEFSUSUS
PUPU
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RERE
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TOM DALEY (b. 1994)
“Other people’s opinions are not worth 
LOSING sleep over.”

In 2008, when he was only fourteen, Tom 

competed for Great Britain in diving at the 

Olympic Games. His fame caused bullies to pick 

on him at school, but he carried on competing.

Tom’s sport is dangerous. He had to climb to the 

top of a 10-metre platform, the height of a two-storey 

house, and then dive into a pool while performing a series of 

somersaults and turns. Away from sport, Tom has shown great 

bravery in his personal life. Although he became an inspiration to 

millions after he came out as LGBTQ+ in a video in 2013, some people 

used social media to bully him for being gay.

Tom is married to Dustin Lance Black and they have a family together, which increased 

the abuse he received on social media. He didn't let the bullies affect his performance 

and in 2021, he won his first Olympic gold medal in the 10m synchro alongside his team-

mate Matty Lee. Afterwards, he said he was proud to be an Olympic champion and a gay 

man. He told young LGBTQ+ people that no matter how alone they might feel, they could 

achieve anything. 

Tom’s biggest fan was his dad, Rob, who 

became seriously ill with a brain tumour. 

He died the year before the 2012 Olympic 

Games, when Tom was only seventeen leaving 

him behind with his mum and brothers. Tom 

said it made him realize there were more 

important things than success.

We are all different and we should celebrate 

and respect this. Write down three special 

things that make you the unique person you 

are and share them with your friends.

LGBTQ+ stands for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer or 

questioning and is used by people to explain how they live and love. 

Being LGBTQ+ is still illegal in some countries. Tom has called for 

these countries to change their laws so everyone can be themselves 

and live their lives free from fear and inequality.

FAIR PLAY

This power means that Tom bounces back from difficulties. From bad injuries to facing up to social media trolls, Tom's resilience has helped him to the top.

RESILIENCE
SUSUS

PUPU EPEP RERE SPSPS OPOP RORO T POPOP

WEWEW
RERE

CELEBRATE 
BRILLIANT YOU
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Non-Fiction - Picture Book March 2024

Something About the Sky 
by Rachel Carson
illustrated by Nikki McClure

Cut-paper wizard Nikki McClure is a brilliant steward for the words of a pioneering environmentalist in this
wondrous ode to clouds—and the scientific “language of the sky.”

Rachel Carson once wrote, “It is not half so important to know as to feel.” What do we know about clouds? There are three basic
types: stratus, cumulus, and cirrus. Some are fleecy and fair-weathered while others portend storms. But clouds are more than
pretty or ominous backdrops. They’re the vehicle of water between sea and land, land and sea, in a cycle without end or beginning.
They are the writing of the wind on the sky, a language all their own. An illustrator note explains the origins of Rachel Carson’s
shimmering essay—previously unpublished in its entirety—and the process of adapting it to picture book format, as well as how the
author of Silent Spring forever changed the way we think about science and progress. Bringing the soft edges of clouds and the
natural world to vivid life with a new, more fluid approach to her signature cut-paper technique, Nikki McClure inspires true
emotional engagement with the world we all share. An antidote to “get your head out of the clouds,” this art-meets-science tribute
to curiosity and wonder is a gift for daydreamers and nature lovers of all ages.

An stunningly beautiful text by Rachel Carson, written in response to a boy's
request for something interesting about the sky, never before published in its
entirety
Focusing on clouds, this lyrical nonfiction book looks at the cycle of water's
passage through the sky and its essential role in the existence of life on Earth.
Beautifully illustrated in cut paper and water color by Nikki McClure in a visual
tour de force, this is a gift to anyone who admires Rachel Carson or wonders
about the patterns of the sky.
Rachel Carson cared about children's curiosity and knowledge of the planet, and
here she writes accessibly and engagingly for them in particular

Rachel Carson (1907–1964) spent most of her professional life as a marine biologist with the US Fish and Wildlife Service. By the
late 1950s, she had written three lyrical, popular books about the sea, including the best-selling The Sea Around Us, and had
become the most respected science writer in America. Her book Silent Spring helped shape a powerful social movement that has
altered the course of history.

Nikki McClure is a self-taught cut-paper artist renowned for her calendars and her highly acclaimed picture books for children,
including Old Wood Boat. Outspoken about living well and responsibly with the earth, she makes her home in Olympia, Washington.
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AMONG THE EARLIEST 

memories of each of us are the 

images of clouds drifting by 

overhead: fleecy, fair-weather 

clouds promising sunny skies . . .  
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storm clouds bringing portents of rain or snow.
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The farmer plowing his 

field reads the weather 

language of the sky. So does 

the fisherman at sea, and all 

others who live openly on the 

face of the earth.

For those of us who live in 

cities, awareness of clouds 

has perhaps grown dim. We 

may think of them only as 

a beautiful backdrop for a 

rural scene or an ominous 

reminder to carry an 

umbrella today.
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9781913311056

Show Us Who You Are
Elle McNicoll

A new stand-alone from the author of the bestselling  novel
A Kind of Spark.

•  Elle's trademark gorgeous writing, with a  strong  autistic 
protagonist.

•  An author committed to accurately  representing 
neurodivergence in children's  books.

• Perfect for fans of Lisa Thompson and  Susin  Nielson.

Cora is also drawn into the mysterious projects at Pomegranate and their darker aim.  
Can Cora fight to make her voice heard, whilst never losing sight of herself?



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction March 2024

Show Us Who You Are 
by Elle McNicoll

A new stand-alone from the author of the bestselling novel A Kind of Spark.

When Cora is dragged to a dinner, she doesn't expect to strike up a friendship with Adrien - son of the intimidating CEO of
Pomegranate Technologies. As she becomes a part of Adrien's life, Cora is also drawn into the mysterious projects at Pomegranate.

At first, intrigued, Pomegranate uses AI to recreate real people in hologram form, often to comfort grieving families. However, as
Cora digs deeper, she uncovers their darker aim: to wipe out any trace of neurodivergence in their holograms and create the
'perfect' versions of people like her and Adrien.

Cora knows she must unravel their plans.

Can she fight to make her voice heard, whilst never losing sight of herself?

Elle's trademark gorgeous writing, with a strong and feisty autistic protagonist.
An author committed to accurately representing neurodivergence in children's
books.
Perfect for fans of Lisa Thompson and Susin Nielson.
Another eye-catching cover from Kay Wilson.

Elle McNicoll is a debut children’s author from Scotland, now living in East London. As a neurodivergent writer, she is passionate
about disability rights and representation, and assists as a mentor for neurodivergent students at UCL. When she isn’t writing fiction,
she works as an editor and in her spare time, makes colourful chokes for friends to wear. A Kind of Spark is her first novel which
was published in June 2020 by Knights Of, and has gone to garner over 35 rave reviews, including The Times and The Sunday
Times. It was Waterstones Children’s Book of the Month in October 2020.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $16.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $18.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781913311131 

Age: 9 years + 
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Extent: 208 pages 

Imprint: Knights Of 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
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New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
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Fax: 0800 452 633
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March 2024 
Paperback 
Fiction

Finally Seen
Kelly Yang

A gripping middle-grade novel about Lina, who leaves 
China to live with her parents and sister in the US, after 
five years apart. 

• Kelly Yang is a New York Times bestselling and award winning 
author who writes inspiring stories about immigration, change, and 
friendship.

• Finally Seen draws on Kelly’s own experiences moving without her 
children during the pandemic with a relatable protagonist

As Lina reckons with the big change and feeling left out, she learns about family, 
friendship, and the power of belonging.



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction - Middle Grade March 2024

Finally Seen 
by Kelly Yang
illustrated by Natelle Quek

A gripping middle-grade novel about Lina, who leaves China to live with her parents and sister in the US,
after five years apart. She’s been waiting for this moment but it’s not exactly like the postcards…

As Lina reckons with the big change and feeling left out, she learns about family, friendship, and the power of belonging. And when
her teacher starts facing challenges for her latest book selection, a book that deeply resonates with Lina, it will take all of Lina’s
courage and resilience to get over her fear in order to choose a future where she’s finally seen.

Kelly Yang is a New York Times bestselling author who writes moving and
inspiring stories about immigration, change, and friendship.
Finally Seen draws on Kelly’s own experiences moving without her children
during the pandemic with a heart-warming and relatable protagonist.

Kelly Yang is the New York Times bestselling, award-winning author of Front Desk, and winner of the 2019 Asia Pacific American
Award for Children's Literature.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $17.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $19.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781913311872 

Age: 8 years + 
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Extent: 320 pages 

Imprint: Knights Of 

Australian Distribution
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For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



March 2024 
Paperback 
Fiction

Kinights and Bikes: Wheels of Legend
Gabrielle Kent

Adventure awaits Demelza and her new best friend in the 
whole world, Nessa, as they explore the island and uncover 
the mysteries of the Penfurzy Knights.

• An action packed, hilarious mystery adventure of two best 
friends and their .

• By established author, Gabrielle Kent.

• Illustrated by BAFTA award-winning creative director Rex 
Crowle.

It's up to Nessa and Demelza to ride their bikes, solve the puzzles before 
them, and face down danger with frisbees, water-balloons and feathers.

97819996425019781999642549





Chapter Three

ROGUE AVENGER
It was early afternoon by the time Demelza, Nessa and Captain 
Honkers crested the hill that led down to the quarry and nearby 
fields.

“Whoa!” gasped Demelza. She squeezed the brakes on her bike 
and stared down to where the lorries had formed a huge semicircle 

in a field in the shadow of  the tor. An army of  people were 
unloading machinery and huge panels painted with rockets, 
sports cars, cartoon characters and film stars.

“Look, Nessa!” Demelza bounced on her seat. 
“They’ve got a ferris wheel, and a Helter 



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction March 2024

Wheels of Legend 
by Gabrielle Kent
illustrated by Luke Newell

Adventure awaits Demelza and her new best friend in the whole world, Nessa, as they explore the island
and uncover the mysteries of the Penfurzy Knights.

Adventure awaits Demelza and her new best friend in the whole world, Nessa, as they explore the island and uncover the mysteries
of the Penfurzy Knights. With a honking pet goose sidekick, quirky islanders and a legendary treasure to find, it's up to Nessa and
Demelza to ride their bikes, solve the puzzles before them, and face down danger with frisbees, water-balloons, feathers... and a
toilet plunger.

Established and experienced author, Gabrielle Kent’s Alfie Bloom (Scholastic)
sold in 7 languages.
Illustrated by BAFTA award-winning creative director Rex Crowle.

Gabrielle Kent is the author of the Alfie Bloom series (Scholastic) and runs the Animex festival of Animation and Computer
Games. Gabrielle has been named as one of the Top 100 most influential women in the gaming industry.

Rex Crowle is a BAFTA award-winning animation director and video game designer.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $16.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $18.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781913311049 

Age: 7 years + 
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Extent: 256 pages 
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Australian Distribution
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Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



March 2024 
Paperback 
Graphic Novel

The Fox Maidens
Robin Ha

A sapphic fantasy adventure graphic novel inspired by 
the Korean folklore of the nine-tailed fox.

• Robin Ha is an acclaimed author and graphic novelist. The Fox Maidens 
draws on her Korean history.

• Ideal for manga fans.

• A  fantasy adventure, with empowered female characters, stunningly 
realised in full-colour art.

• Robin Ha is an acclaimed author and graphic novelist. The Fox Maidens 
draws on her Korean culture and history.

Inspired by the ancient nine-tailed fox legends of Korea, this book is a searing, 
thrilling fantasy romance told in beautiful graphic art.



A Brief Overview of the Society in Joseon

The Joseon Dynasty was the kingdom 
that ruled Korea from 1392 to 1910. 

People lived in the confines of the class 
and gender they were born into. The top 
ruling class was called Yangban, which 

consisted of scholars and warriors.

Below Yangban were Joongin, which
included government employees, military
officers, and illegitimate children born

between Yangban and the lower classes.

Below Joongin were Sangmin, who
were farmers. They had little social
status and were poor. They made up

the majority of the population.

The lowest on the social ladder were Cheonmin.
Their professions were considered unclean by the
upper classes. They included butchers, shamans,

shoemakers, prostitutes, entertainers, and
executioners. Indentured servants and slaves,

called Nobi, also belonged to this class.

Joseon was a patriarchal society, and it was forbidden for women to be 
educated or to own property. Women lived in separate quarters from

men, called inner quarters. They also had to cover their entire 
bodies or be transported in a litter if they had to leave their homes.

The most important duty for
women was giving birth to a son.
It was normal for men to have 

several wives.

The only women who were exempted from these
rules were high-class courtesans called Kisaeng.

Kisaeng were allowed to be educated so they could
serve as companions to Yangban men.
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Tamjin’s Household

Name: Gilsung
Age: 12
Grandson of
Halmum. House
servant (Nobi).
Class: Cheonmin

Name: Halmum
Age: Unknown
Personal servant
of Meorhu (Nobi).
Class: Cheonmin

Name: Meorhu Kim
Age: 34
First wife of Tamjin.
Mother of Kai. 
Suffers from chronic
joint pain and fatigue.
Class: Unknown

Name: Tamjin Song
Age: 34
Chief at the Royal Legion.
Headmaster of the martial arts 
school, Palgwaedan.
Father of Jinho, Bisap, and Kai.
Class: Born Joongin. Became
Yangban for killing Gumiho.

Name: Sunhwa Lee
Age: 32
Second wife of Tamjin.
Mother of Jinho and Bisap. 
Class: Yangban

Name: Kai Song
Age: 10
Only daughter of
Meorhu and Tamjin.
Half sister of Jinho
and Bisap.
Class: Joongin

Name: Bisap Song
Age: 12
Second son of Tamjin
and Sunhwa. 
Half brother of Kai.
Class: Yangban

Name: Jinho Song
Age: 14
First son of Tamjin
and Sunhwa. Half
brother of Kai.
Class: Yangban

1
Gumiho’s Daughter

송
씨
가
문
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Graphic Novel March 2024

The Fox Maidens 
by Robin Ha
illustrated by Robin Ha

A sapphic fantasy adventure graphic novel inspired by the Korean folklore of Gumiho, the nine-tailed fox.

Kai has trained all her life in her father’s martial arts school. Though she is looked down upon for being a girl, she proves her
courage when assassins launch a ruthless attack on her family. Yet Kai is the inheritor of a dark secret: each month she is
transformed into a fox demon, and must hunt and kill a man so she can return to her life as a young woman. As the deaths mount
and the townspeople start to voice their suspicions, Kai desperately searches for a way out. 
Meanwhile, there is a mysterious girl who shares a secret bond with Kai, and whose love may be the key to breaking her curse . . .

Inspired by the ancient nine-tailed fox legends of Korea, The Fox Maidens is a searing, thrilling fantasy romance told in beautiful,
striking graphic art.

Robin Ha is an acclaimed author and graphic novelist. The Fox Maidens draws on
her Korean culture and history.
Ideal for manga fans.
Robin Ha's previous graphic novel, Almost American Girl, has sold over 100,000
copies in the USA and Cook Korean! was a New York Times bestseller.
A sweeping fantasy adventure, with empowered female characters and a sapphic
romance, stunningly realised in beautiful graphic full-colour art.
Almost American Girl was a 2020 Harvey Award nominee and received starred
reviews from Publishers Weekly, Kirkus, School Library Journal and Booklist.
Praise for Almost American Girl: 'An insightful, moving coming-of-age tale' Kirkus,
starred review; 'unblinking honesty and raw vulnerability' Booklist, starred review

Robin Ha grew up in Seoul, South Korea, and moved to the United States at age fourteen. After graduating from the Rhode Island
School of Design, she moved to New York City and worked in the fashion industry for several years before diving into comics. She is
the author and the illustrator of Almost American Girl, a 2020 Harvey Award nominee and 2021 Walter Award honoree, and Cook
Korean!: A Comic Book With Recipes, a New York Times bestselling cookbook graphic novel. Her comics and illustrations have
appeared in various publications including The Washington Post and LA Times. She lives in Virginia, USA.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $29.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $34.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781839134876 
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March 2024 
Paperback 
Fiction

Mayhem Mission
Burhana Islam, illustrated by Farah Khandhaker

The first in a laugh-out-loud series following the hilarious 
and chaotic adventures of Yusuf Ali Khan.

• A genuine portrayal of a British Muslim family, relatable to 
anyone with a big, loud Asian family.

• Commercial funny middle-grade fiction.

• Similar to the Planet Omar, Little Badman, and Tom Gates 
series.

Yusuf's sister is getting married, and everyone keeps telling him he has to become 'the 
man of the house'.  Yusuf sets out to sabotage the wedding; but his plans often backfire 
in accidental and hysterically funny ways. 



2

I'm nowhere near finishing so don't 

ask me where I'm up to. Don't ask 

my mosque teacher either! (Seriously, 

don't!) 

It helped that I had just written it down in my 

notes for my summer booklet (the one you’re 

reading right now) too, even if I did look weird 

doing it.



70

If you’re wondering why I’m helping by the way, 

it’s because to be an excellent spy, you have to infiltrate 

enemy ranks and be a double agent. This Batboy won’t 

get anywhere by giving up on the first try. No way. I have 

to be on the lookout for a back-up plan. And since half 

the sitting room was filled with baskets of sweets, treats 

and smellies, I was hoping one would just POP! into my 

head. But it really wasn’t that easy. 

“Yusuf?” Amma said, holding her fingers out. 

I was already ready with strips of tape for the sides 

of the basket. 



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction March 2024

Mayhem Mission 
by Burhana Islam
illustrated by Farah Khandhaker

The first in a laugh-out-loud series following the hilarious, and often chaotic, adventures of Yusuf Ali Khan.

Yusuf's responsible older sister is getting married, and everyone keeps telling him that it's time to become 'the man of the house'.
The problem is... that sounds like too much work! With the help of his cousin, Yusuf sets out to sabotage his sister's wedding; but
his plans often backfire in accidental and hysterically funny ways. Will he get away with all of his mischief or is there a bigger lesson
for him to learn?

A warm and genuine portrayal of a British Muslim family, that's sure to be
relatable to anyone with a big, loud Asian family.
Commercial funny middle-grade fiction, with interior illustrations by Farah
Khandaker.
Sits alongside the Planet Omar, Little Badman, and Tom Gates series'.

This is Burhana Ali's debut middle-grade novel. She is the author of the illustrated non-fiction book, Amazing Muslims who
Changed the World (Puffin, 2020). She's a Bengali Northerner with a huge and loving family - they're definitely her source of
inspiration for Yusef's family!

Farah Khandaker is an illustrator and designer currently based in Dhaka, Bangladesh. She received her masters with distinction
from Nottingham Trent University specialising in Illustration. She's worked across children’s books, logos and editorial. Her work is
fun and engaging with vibrant colour schemes and unique characters.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $16.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $18.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781913311148 
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Graphic Novel March 2024

Cactus Kid and the Battle for Star Rock
Mountain 
by Emmanuel Guerrero

Join Cactus Kid as he zooms through the Neverending Desert on his sweet ride, seeking the ultimate magical
powers to become the greatest wizard of all time. But also, getting into huge amounts of explosive trouble,
deadly motorbike races, and a lot of embarrassing encounters…

Life’s not always easy for a cactus. This particular one wants to impress his all-powerful dad with his epic magic skills, and he’s not
about to let anything stop him on his solo hero’s journey. All he needs is a chunk of star rock to level up his potions. There’s just one
problem – there’s none left. The only way to get a single slice of the stuff is to enter the deadly MotoBrawl race, find a way to stop
turning bugs into giant fire-breathing creatures, befriend the lizard gangs that roam the desert and <i>maybe </i>make a friend
along the way. But does a lone hero even need any of this stuff?

Amazing world with the potential to become a series; Emmanuel has a whole host
of fantastic characters and locations to tell stories about.
Gives us a new middle-grade comic to sit alongside the Team Pom series,
accessing a market which is currently performing well
Beautiful, textured riso-style artwork and fun, goofy adventures that will appeal to
younger readers as well as older ones
Mexican influences bring this magical tale to life, providing a unique take on a
fantasy story that stand out as colourful and original amidst competitors
Taps into Japanese-style illustration and nostalgia trend with the way that the art
is presented and drawn, appealing to fans of Pokémon, Digimon and Astro Boy

Emmanuel Guerrero was born in Santa Ana, California, a suburb 40 minutes south of Los Angeles. He is a comic artist that has
tabled at multiple festivals in cities across the US and his comics can be found in independent bookstores across LA.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $25.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $28.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781913123215 

Age: 9 years + 

Format: 225mm x 163mm 

Extent: 164 pages 

Imprint: Flying Eye Books 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



THERE! 
THE LOBSTER 
WASP'S NEST...

I JUST NEED ONE EGG 
FOR MY FIRE POTION...

BINGO!

DOUBLE 
BINGO!

HEY!! WHO DIMMED 
THE LIGHT?!

WOW. THESE ARE HEAVIER 
THAN THEY LOOK!

DEAR DIARY, MY HERO 
JOURNEY IS GOING  
SMOOTH AS PIE!
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SO FAR THIS  
MAGIC STUFF IS 
PRETTY EASY...

AT LEAST, IT IS FOR ME 
'CAUSE I'M A NATURAL. BUT I PROBABLY NEED 

TO EXPLAIN IT TO YOU 
AGAIN, RIGHT, DUMMY?

BASICALLY TO CAST ANY 
SPELL, YOU NEED TO 

MAKE A STARTER POTION.

THE RECIPE IS 
IN THE MANUAL 

MAGIC SPELL BOOK.

ONCE THE POTION IS  
CAREFULLY COMPLETED…

YOU DAB SOME ON 
YOUR HANDS AND 
START BLASTING!



I'VE ONLY BEEN ON  
THIS JOURNEY FOR  
A LITTLE BIT AND I'VE 
ALREADY MASTERED  
THE BEGINNER  
FIRE SPELLS!

I MEAN,  
SOON I'LL BE 
USING THE 

ADVANCED 
FIRE SPELLS!

BOY! I CAN'T WAIT
TO KNOW ALL THIS

MAGIC STUFF!

HAHA! 
REMEMBER WHEN EVERYONE 

BACK HOME THOUGHT  
I WAS A BABY?!



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction - Middle Grade March 2024

My Brother Plato 
by George Myerson

Ever wondered what the young Plato would have been like? Find out with this brilliantly researched book
from the point-of-view of his sister, Potone. Based on the incredible true events and people of Ancient
Greece.

Potone lives in Athens with her mum, her stepdad and her incredibly annoying brother, Plato. The city is at war with the ferocious
Spartans. 

When Potone is not arguing with Plato, she often is overcome by her anxiety. Her stepbrother, Demos, a young man with fire in his
heart and a thirst for battle, brings his war cries to the streets of Athens and the heart of their home. 

But Potone and Plato’s constant bickering has set them both up to be very good at debating. Can she overcome her fears and find a
way to bring peace to her home and her city?

Perfect resource for upper KS2 studying Ancient Greece.
A brilliantly researched story about what life might have been like for young Plato
and his sister.
Strong female protagonist who has to contend with having few rights or access to
education.

George Myerson has published many books for adults from classical philosophy to comic Nostradamus prophecies and an
anthology of personal happiness through the ages. He has taught reading in different senses at every level from helping in
Reception to supervising PhDs in English. This is his first children’s book but is the result of a lifelong love of reading and making up
stories with children.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $18.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $21.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781839133848 

Age: 8 years + 

Format: 198mm x 129mm 

Extent: 208 pages 

Imprint: Andersen Press 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Graphic Novel March 2024

The First Invasion 
by Zack Soto
illustrated by Zack Soto

A graphic sci-fi romp with humor and heart, drawing on beloved stories of the past but charting a new
approach.

Truly's parents are arguing all the time, so they've dropped her off with her aunt and uncle. Her cousin Kaz has a big imagination
but he's not the best at making friends. Maximo Skulldigg gets bullied by his older brother—and now he has to conquer Kaz and
Truly's home planet. It's a good thing Kaz and Truly just uncovered a family secret. After the cousins find a hideout full of strange
treasures near Kaz's house, they slip on wristbands that summon a space knight named Trinn Cyclo. Soon, he may be Earth's only
hope!

Kid-friendly cosmic superhero action for readers starting to explore Star Wars and
Guardians of the Galaxy
Multiple forms of diversity among lead characters
Distinctive, quirky limited-palette artwork
A readalike for Amulet, Cleopatra in Space, and other middle-grade sci-fi hits

Zack Soto is a cartoonist and comic book editor living in Portland, Oregon. He likes toys, movies, houseplants and making things in
his workshop—but he might like comics most of all. You can find him at www.zack-soto.com.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $32.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $35.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781728462943 
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Format: 228.6mm x 152.4mm 

Extent: 200 pages 

Imprint:
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Publishing Group 

Australian Distribution
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Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
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WHAT PURPOSE DOES

THIS PLACE SERVE?



WHAT STRANGE
BEINGS RESIDE HERE?



PERHAPS WE’LL  

NEVER KNOW . . .
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Young Adult Novel March 2024

Empress & Aniya 
by Candice Carty-Williams

South London’s answer to ‘Freaky Friday’, Empress & Aniya is a moving portrayal of the importance of real
friendship and the ups and downs of being a teenager.

When Empress starts at Aniya's school, they're not exactly best friends. But, when the two teenage girls accidentally cast a spell on
their 16th birthdays, and end up switching bodies, they quickly learn that friendship is the most important magic of all.

Written to be accessible to readers aged 13+
Candice's craft at pulling on the heartstrings of her readers has been beautifully
brought to the YA space.
Starring two relatable protagonists, each from different backgrounds, who
encapsulate all the challenges of growing up.
The first YA novel from the bestselling author of Queenie.

Candice Carty-Williams is a writer and author of the Sunday Times bestselling Queenie. Queenie has been described as 'vital',
'disarmingly honest', and 'boldly political'. It has been shortlisted for the Waterstones, Foyles and Goodreads Book of 2019, as well
as selected as the Blackwell’s Debut of the Year and British Book Awards Book of the Year. In 2016, Candice created and launched
the Guardian and 4th Estate BAME Short Story Prize, the first inclusive initiative of its kind in book publishing.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $18.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $21.99 

Binding: Paperback 
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Illustrated Poetry March 2024

Welcome to Wild Town 
by AF Harrold and Dom Conlon
illustrated by Korky Paul

An exciting first collaboration between two acclaimed poets, exploring the nature of ‘wildness’.

Do you dare to come to Wild Town?

You’ll find zebras dancing in Herbivorebille, or if you feel like a change, book into the Chrysalis Hotel in Fluttertown – no room
service. Watch out for the tigers of Bengal Street in the Carnivore Quarter and maybe avoid the fish tank in number 3, Danger Close
- it’s stocked with piranhas and electric eels. In Wolf Park you may come across a silent, stalking wolf and at the Wild Town Rec
polar bears are pushing on the slide and orcas are in the paddling pool. While at the quiet end of town dormice are sleeping and
grumpy Bertha the Bear is slumbering. One thing is certain – you will never be the same after a visit to Wild Town, and when you
leave, the wild will go with you….

An exciting poetry adventure, a journey of wild encounters in streets, houses and parks - this is an astonishing and brilliant poetry
collection by two of the UK’s most admired poets. Illustrated with verve and wit by the internationally bestselling illustrator Korky
Paul.

First collaboration by two well-known children’s poets
Witty illustrations by a much-loved illustrator
Addresses conservation and wildlife issues with a light touch
The poets and the illustrator do events in schools and at festivals nationwide

AF Harrold is a poet, performer and children’s author. His children’s poetry books include Things You Find in a Poet’s Beard,
illustrated by Chris Riddell and the anthology Midnight Feasts, which he edited, illustrated by Katy Riddell. Welcome to Wild Town is
his first poetry collection for Otter-Barry Books. He lives in Reading with a stand-up comedian and two cats.

Dom Conlon is a poet and author with a keen interest in science and the natural world. His previous books include This Rock That
Rock, nominated for the Carnegie Medal in 2021 and the Wild Wanderers series of picture books about the natural world. Welcome
to Wild Town is his first poetry collection for Otter-Barry Books. He lives in Lancashire.

Korky Paul is one of Britain's best-known illustrators. Born in what is now Zimbabwe, he studied drawing at Durban School of Art
in South Africa. His work has been published in 26 countries. Korky's dynamic illustration sessions are highly popular in schools and
libraries. He lives in Oxford, England.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $19.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $22.99 

Binding: Paperback 
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The Rabbit’s Prayer

Let us have lettuce this day. 
Let us have lettuce tomorrow. 
Let us have lettuce every day 
and carrots, please, to follow. 

AFH

Elephant Cleaners

The Elephants empty the bins in twos,
then wash the floors and clean the loos.
They wipe the tops with hairy mops –
one works hard whilst the other stops –
and yet the truth, I must confess,
is that they leave the house a mess. 

DC
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Feel like a change? 
Book into the Chrysalis Hotel. 

Behind you 
the door to your room 
shuts 
with a satisfyingly final click. 

It won’t open 
for room service 
or for the cleaner to clean 
or change the sheets. 

There are no sheets to change. 

There is no TV on the wall, 
no window looking out, 
no bathroom, 
no hot water, 
no kettle, 
no complimentary soap or dressing gown. 

The room is just big enough
to be in. 

Squeeze in and relax. 

Relax so much you turn to mush –
become a soup filling the room. 

Goo and goop, stew and steep, 
and do your dreaming all day long. 

What will you… what will you… what will you 
become? 

Dreaming gloop swirls slowly, 
slowly knitting and slowly bonding 
and slowly making something new. 

And then, 
when your time is up, 
you’ll dress 
in whatever new outfit you’ve found, 
and the door unclicks, 
unlocks, 
swings open 
and you’ll stretch into the daylight, 
check out into the dawn,

spread your wings in the open air of a new day 
lived a brand new way. 

You’ll never be the same 
after a visit 
to the Chrysalis Hotel. 

AFH
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Dreaming Down Aviary Lane

Captain, the old blind cat, lies about before dawn,
listening to his neighbours singing
loudly
loyally
royally
their daily-spinning din –
a chorus of praise
to the fresh-breaking fresh-baked day.

Captain pictures each singing neighbour
(blackbird and robin,
song thrush and wren)
vanishing
one by one –
silenced by the snap of his pink-gummed jaws –

leaving only a wide dark wingspan of peace –
cool
quiet
calming
the morning –
a long stretch of time to snooze in and dream.

And oh! what dreams Captain, the old blind cat, 
will have –

the claws of his youth returned,
and the eye-lights and purrs and pounces and 
swagger,

but the highlight’s
the tooth-snap of spiked trap-jaws
and the startled
bright
birds in between. 

AFH



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Graphic Novel March 2024

The Wolf in Underpants Gets Some Pants 
by Wilfrid Lupano
illustrated by Mayana Itoïz and Paul Cauuet

An Aesop's Fables-style graphic story for the current era, with sharp humor and a lesson about intolerance.

When the Wolf's signature striped briefs become a trend across the forest, he feels like he has lost his identity. But when he
abandons his favourite outfit, he'll have to learn who he is without it. 

The fifth tale in the Eisner-nominated Wolf in Underpants series is a laugh-out-loud fable about identity, conformity, and being who
you really are.

Wonderful blending of the silly and the thoughtful
Bouncy, inviting artwork
Socially relevant but family friendly
Translated from the certified-hit French edition

Wilfrid Lupano spent his childhood reading through his parents' comic book collection. He studied literature and philosophy,
receiving a degree in English, before he began to write comics. He lives in France.

Mayana Itoïz was born in Bayonne, France. In addition to being an illustrator and a cartoonist, she has taught art to high school
students. She lives in the Pyrenees, near France's mountainous southern border.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $16.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $18.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9798765607480 
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In the forest, everyone knows 
there’s only one place to go for 
snacks, sweets, and all sorts of 

stews: the outdoor market!

4 5



hey, who’s about to 
stuff hIs snout wIth 
noodles? this guy!

Hazelnut

old pajamas? 
I’ll check . . .

stop! 
hands up,  

wolf in underpants!

ahh! the antI-wolf 
brigade! what dId I do 

this tIme?

In the name of the 
law, we arrest you 

for theft!

Woodland 
Buns

esH Veggies

Buns 

Here

Carrots

Noodles

organic

Hazelnut
cHips.

Join the
party!

cHips FrUit
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theft?  
It can’t be.  

I paid for my noodles.  
Just ask the merchant!

that’s rIght!

huh? uh . . .
yes . . . but how 

dId you get
the coins??

look, I’ve got a coin 
rIght here . . .

 I’ve been watchIng you, wolf!  
you don’t work anywhere.  
nobody pays you anythIng.  

but you have all these coins for 
noodles! so where does the money 

come from? huh!?
well, uh . . .  

it comes from . . . 
that’s none of your 

busIness!

everyone has to work! 
work builds character! 

work is good!

a-ha! he has
nothing to say, 
so he must be 

stealIng! 

arrest hIm!

but . . .

ta-daaaah!
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My Baby Sister is a Diplodocus
Aurore Petit

A  brother  finds  an  inventive  way  of  connecting with his 
new baby sister  through his love of dinosaurs.

• Vivid, neon-bright  picture book

•  Explores new sibling rivalry and reconciliation from
a child’s view with imagination

•  Celebrates the  tender moments  of a newborn in a
family

My Baby Sister Is a Diplodocus is a new sibling story within the 
imaginative world of a toddler, as a brother tries to connect with his 
new baby sister.

9781776573233

March  2024
Hardback
Picture Book

laurian.ryan
Cross-Out



At home, I let her have my cuddly elephant. I get to play with the guitar.



Then it’s time for a tour of the house. I show her my room.



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books March 2024

My Baby Sister Is a Diplodocus 
by Aurore Petit
illustrated by Aurore Petit
translated by Daniel Hahn

In this eye-catching neon-bright picture book, a brother finds an inventive way to connect with his new
baby sister through his love of dinosaurs.

My new baby sister comes home. But babies don’t drink milk, don’t ride a bicycle, don’t play my games. Do I like being a big
brother? No! Roooarr! I stomp around and go to sleep in my T-Rex onesie.

In the morning, I take another look at little sister—little sister diplodocus.

My Baby Sister Is a Diplodocus is a new sibling story within the imaginative world of a toddler. We share a brother’s excitement then
disappointment in his new baby sister. But his love of dinosaurs opens up a new path. By imagining her as a dinosaur, he connects
with her, making room for everyone in the family.

Vivid contemporary illustrations and surprising perspectives complement a spare narrative. Affecting vignettes of this new family,
with its little baby tucked up in the centre of the story, combine with graphic/comics elements in the storytelling as we share the
emotion of each moment unfolding.

The child solves the problem of the new baby with his imagination
Tender moments of newborn / young family
A chic, contemporary book illustrated with striking neon colors and printed in
special inks
New sibling rivalry and reconciliation from a child’s view
Supports sales of A Mother Is a House—a core Gecko Press Mother’s Day title

Aurore Petit is one of a new young generation of French illustrators to emerge from the influential School of Decorative Arts in
Strasbourg. She lives in Paris.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $27.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $29.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781776575725 

Age: 3 years + 

Format: 170mm x 240mm 

Extent: 44 pages 

Imprint: Gecko Press 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
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Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
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Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



 

 

        
  

 

 

   

 
 

March  2024
Hardback
Picture Book

 

The Boy Who Loves to Lick the Wind
Fiona Carswell

A touching story of friendship, told and illustrated with 
warmth and empathy.

 Sensitively and skilfully illustrated by a Kate 
Greenaway shortlisted illustrator.

 A story which shows the value of integration and 
inclusion that will help children (and adults)
understand autistic  traits and behaviour in themselves
and others.

Two boys join together for amazing afternoon by the sea. A highly 
empathic story which shows how friendship and acceptance grows 
through understanding.

laurian.ryan
Cross-Out



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books March 2024

The Boy Who Loves to Lick the Wind 
by Fiona Carswell
illustrated by Yu Rong

A touching story of friendship, told and illustrated with warmth and empathy.

The boy next door loves to lick the wind. “You should try it,” says his mum. “All the best winds are at the beach.”

And so begins an amazing afternoon by the sea for two boys. One doesn’t always speak with words and likes throwing stones – the
other likes to collect shells and make sandcastles. But the sea works its magic and by the end of the day the boys discover they
both love to lick the wind – together.

A highly empathic story which hows how friendship and acceptance grows
through understanding
It will help children (and adults) understand autistic traits and behaviour in
themselves and others
Sensitively and skilfully illustrated by a Kate Greenaway shortlisted illustrator
A story which shows the value of integration and inclusion
With a clear and helpful end-note about Autistic Spectrum Disorder

Fiona Carswell is the mother of two boys – one autistic and the other neurotypical – and lives in East Lothian, Scotland. By day,
she is a publicist in the Arts & Books sector, promoting (other people’s) books, literary prizes, book festivals, cultural projects,
venues and events, in between school runs, swimming lessons and cooking up endless batches of macaroni cheese to fill two hungry
boys.

Yu Rong has degrees in Chinese Painting and Contemporary Art from Nanjing Normal University and in Communication and Design
from the Royal College of Art, London. Deeply versed in traditional Chinese art, she has won numerous international awards
including the BIB Golden Apple and the Chen Bochui International Children's Literature Award. Yu Rong's books include Snowflake in
my Pocket (with Rachel Bright), Tracks of a Panda (with Nick Dawson) and Shu Lin's Grandpa (with Matt Goodfellow, Otter-Barry
Books), shortlisted for the Yoto Kate Greenaway Medal 2022. Yu Rong lives in Cambridgeshire.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $29.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $32.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781915659156 

Age: 4 years + 
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Extent: 32 pages 
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Full PDF

https://dam.walker.co.uk/dam.aspx?p=downloadasset&s=91234466-43ea-46f0-8872-dff3b190e998&assetversionid=2898203&key=70186dd863&damloggedin=1&filename=The+Boy+Who+Loves+to+Lick+the+Wind+complete+pdf.pdf


The boy next door loves  
to lick the wind.

I used to watch him from  
my bedroom window,  
wondering what he  
was up to.

So I asked his mum and 
she said, “He’s licking the 
wind. You should try it.”

And then she said, “Would you like 
to come to the beach with us? All 
the best winds are at the beach.”



As soon as he’s out of the car he rushes to where the sand 
meets the sea, and he stands there and he licks the wind.

‘You see, all the best winds are at the beach,’ says his mum.

He doesn’t always speak with words.

and BOUNCES and FLAPS

and WHOOPS
The b

oy next door SQUEAKS

And when he sees the sand and the sea he ROCKS and ROLLS.



“Let’s collect some shells,” I say. 

“BIG SPLASH!”

But the boy next door 
just stares out to sea.

He reaches down, picks up a stone, 
and launches it into the water. 

he laughs.



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books March 2024

Panda and Penguin Find A Thing 
by Zehra Hicks

A cautionary tale about letting technology come between us, from favourite picture book creator Zehra
Hicks.

When mystery device comes between two best friends, will they learn to share, or decide they're better off without it at all . . . ?

Panda and Penguin are best friends . . . until they find the Thing. The Thing is exciting – it has a flashing screen and makes funny
ringing noises – but only one of them can play with it at a time. The Thing comes between them, but is anything worth losing their
friendship?

A funny and lighthearted tale that cautions against letting technology cause problems between friends, for the very youngest
children.

A first introduction to how technology can be exciting but needs to be used with
care.
Perfect for teaching children how to share, and that nothing is more important
than a good friend.
Zehra Hicks is an award-winning author and illustrator who studied Fine Art at
Northumbria University and Theatre Design in Holland. Her books have sold in 17
languages.

Zehra Hicks is a tutor at Chelsea College of Arts, where she completed a Short Course in Book Illustration in 2009. Since then, she
has been highly commended for the Macmillan Prize for Illustration, nominated for the Kate Greenaway Medal, and shortlisted for
the Read It Again! Cambridgeshire Children's Picture Book Award. Zehra lives with her family in Epsom, Surrey.

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $29.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $32.99 

Binding: Hardback 
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Panda and Penguin were best 
friends. They loved to have 

adventures together.



They played hide-and-seek in the fieldsThey climbed trees in the forest

and life was perfect. and life was perfect. and life was perfect. and slid down mountains.and slid down mountains.

Until the day they found . . .They had a wonderful time.





ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books March 2024

Frida Kahlo and Her Animalitos 
by Monica Brown
illustrated by John Parra

A celebration of one of the world’s most influential painters, Frida Kahlo, and the animals that inspired her
art and life—now available in paperback!

Pura Belpré Illustrator Honor , 2018
ALA Notable Children's Book, 2018
Bank Street Best Children's Book of the Year, 2018
New York Times/New York Public Library Best Illustrated Children's Book, 2017
Barnes & Noble Best Book, 2017
Smithsonian Top Ten Best Children's Book, 2017

The fascinating Mexican artist Frida Kahlo is remembered for her self-portraits, her dramatic works featuring bold and vibrant colors.
Her work brought attention to Mexican and indigenous culture and she is also renowned for her works celebrating the female form.

Monica Brown’s story recounts pivotal moments in Frida’s life and the beloved pets who comforted her along the way—two
monkeys, a parrot, three dogs, two turkeys, an eagle, a black cat, and a fawn—and playfully considers how Frida embodied many
wonderful characteristics of each animal. John Parra’s bold-colored art, reminiscent of Frida’s palette, make this biography a warm
and wonder-filled offering for Frida Kahlo fans old and new.

A NorthSouth bestselling book
Award-winning and critically acclaimed
Biography that focuses on a unique angle
Book on an artist who children learn about in elementary school- paperback
version perfect for classroom and library use

Monica Brown, PhD, is the award- winning author of Waiting for the Biblioburro/ Esperando el Biblioburro, Marisol McDonald
Doesn’t Match/no combina, and the Lola Levine chapter book series, including Lola Levine Is Not Mean; Lola Levine, Drama Queen;
and Lola Levine and the Ballet Scheme. She lives in Arizona with her family and teaches at Northern Arizona University. Find out
more at www.monicabrown.net.

John Parra is an award-winning illustrator, designer, teacher, and fine art painter. His children’s books have earned many awards,
including the SCBWI Golden Kite Award, ALA’s Pura Belpré Honors, the Christopher Award, the International Latino Book Award, and
many more. In 2015 John was invited by the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York to present a special event about his work and
career in art and illustration; and in 2017 John’s art appeared on six Forever postal stamps from the USPS titled “Delicioso.” He lives
with his wife, Maria, in Queens, New York. Find out more at: www.johnparraart.com

Publication Date: 06 March 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $16.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $18.99 

Binding: Paperback 
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This is the story of a little girl named Frida who grew 
up to be one of the most famous painters of all time. 
Frida was special.

This is also the story of two monkeys, a parrot, three 
dogs, two turkeys, an eagle, a black cat, and a fawn. 
They were Frida’s pets, and they were special too.

© N
ort

hS
ou

th 
Boo

ks



Frida had a parrot named Bonito. 
Like her parrot, Frida was colorful.

She liked to wear bold shades that 
celebrated indigenous Mexico and her 

own heritage. She lived in a house the 
color of a parrot’s bright-blue feather—
La Casa Azul—where she grew up with 
her mom, dad, and sisters.
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Frida had a pet fawn named 
Granizo. Like her fawn, Frida had 
watchful, beautiful eyes. When Frida 
closed her eyes, she remembered her 
life as a little girl.

Frida was always with her father, a photographer 
who taught her to look at the world through curious 
eyes. Frida and her father would walk to the park to 
collect bugs to look at under a microscope. Frida’s 
father also taught her how to paint finishing touches 
on his photographs. Frida loved the small brushes 
and the beautiful colors.
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Trains, Boats and Planes 
by Michelle Robinson
illustrated by Jez Tuya

A fun and colourful ride and follow up to Red Lorry, Yellow Lorry, this is perfect for vehicle-loving readers,
from much-loved duo Michelle Robinson and Jez Tuya.

From Lollies Award-winning Michelle Robinson comes this colourful rhyming story following trains, boats and planes in their busy day.
But where are they all going?

Join three busy transport vehicles as they speed their doggy passengers to the Big Festival! The running isn’t smooth, and there’s a
rainstorm on the way... Trains, boats and planes: which one would you ride?

Featuring hundreds of vehicles, all with doggy drivers, and with a wind-down bedtime ending, this book is sure to keep your little
one busy spotting every time you read it together.

A fun rhyming picture book bursting with colourful trains, boats, planes, and
hundreds of things that go!
Encourages spotting and naming all the vehicles, and includes a bedtime ending
to get your little ones ready for bed.
Spot the clues to their destination throughout the book – an incredible hot air
balloon festival.
The first in the series, Red Lorry, Yellow Lorry, was been shortlisted for the
BookTrust Storytime Prize 2023!
Michelle Robinson is an award-winning children’s author, whose books have won
the Laugh Out Loud Book Award and the Sainsbury’s Children’s Book Prize.

Michelle Robinson grew up in Gloucestershire and loved making up stories and being silly. She put that to good use by getting a
job as a copywriter. She wrote over 6000 radio adverts before moving on to television and the web. She soon got bored though,
which is when she started writing funny stories for children and their parents to enjoy reading umpteen times. Her picture book
There's a Lion in My Cornflakes won the Sainsbury's Children's Book Awards, Ten Fat Sausages won the Lollies Award, and Red
Lorry, Yellow Lorry has been shortlisted for the BookTrust Storytime Prize. She lives in Canada with her husband, son and daughter.

Jez Tuya is an illustrator from Wellington City, the windy capital of New Zealand. Apart from making art and illustrating books, he
enjoys building model airplanes, learning to cook, travelling and going on hikes, and reading good books in his spare time. He hopes
to learn to fly an airplane and earn his wings one day. You can find him on Instagram @jeztuya
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Trains and boats and  and planes!

Land and sea and skysky go by on 

trains and boats and  and planes.

Trains and boats
and planes! 
Woo-hoo!



All aboard
the steam train.

“Tickets, please.
Let’s go!”



speeding up, WOO-WOO!WOO-WOO!WOO-WOO
Running out of track, train?

Running like a dream, train, 

take it nice and slow. 

Wheels go click-and-clack, train...
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Sounds Good!:Discover 50 Instruments
Ole Konnecke

An interactive introduction to musical instruments,with 50 original 
compositions to listen to.

•  Encourages children to play an instrument and  explore 
music  with 50 especially recorded samples

•  Very engaging and interactive for children to listen,  learn,
look and laugh

•  QR code on the cover links to a joyous full band piece 
combining all 52 instruments

This  book  engagingly  presents  50  common  and  uncommon  musical
instruments with practical and curious facts that will  spark interest  in music
of all kinds.



MUS IK

GU ITAR
A guitar has six strings, usually made of nylon, sometimes 

steel. Originally, most instrument strings were made from 

sheep gut. Not so much these days. Musicians have written 

highly virtuoso solo pieces for the guitar, but even if you can 

only play two or three chords, you can 

have a lot of fun with one.. 



MUS IK

PAN PIPES
Pan pipes are one of the oldest musical instruments. 

They’ve been around since the Stone Age in Europe, 

and they’re found all over the world. No wonder 

because the principle is simple, and so is the 

construction. Tie together hollow tubes of different 

lengths. That’s it. Then blow across the top of each tube, 

and those are your notes. You can try it with a bottle.



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Non-Fiction March 2024

Sounds Good!: Discover 50 Instruments
by Ole Könnecke, Hans Könnecke
illustrated by Ole Könnecke
translated by Melody Shaw

An interactive introduction to musical instruments, light-hearted, engaging and with 50 original
compositions to listen to—from the kazoo to the bassoon.

What does a double bass or a sitar sound like? What’s the difference between bongos and congas? Which instrument has only one
note? Which one takes just 30 seconds to learn? What do these instruments really sound like?

This book engagingly presents 50 common and uncommon musical instruments with practical and curious facts that will spark
interest in music of all kinds. Each instrument features a piece of music composed by an award-winning musician, accessed via QR
code.

With instruments presented outside conventional categories, the book is open to all ways of listening and learning. Aspects of
history, music theory and culture are lightly mixed with information about how instruments are made and played. Instruments of all
sorts include the voice and computer, unusual instruments such as the theremin and vuvuzela, alongside those that are well known.

QR codes on each page link to 52 individual instruments and a code on the cover takes you to a full band joyously bringing all the
instruments in the book together.

With 50 especially composed audio samples, recorded by instrumental soloists
Encourages children to play an instrument and explore music
Many entries to the topic: listen, learn, look and laugh
Instruments arranged outside conventional groupings to encourage exploration
QR code on the cover links to a joyous full band piece combining all 52
instruments

Ole Könnecke was born in 1961 and spent his childhood in Sweden. He now lives in Germany and has produced over 30 books—
several have won international awards. 

Hans Könnecke is an award-winning composer, instrumentalist and music producer for film, and theatre, who studied composition
at the Academy for Music and Theater in Munich.

Ole Könnecke was born in 1961 and spent his childhood in Sweden. He now lives in Germany and has produced over 30 books—
several have won international awards.
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STEMville: The Bee Connection 
by Ben Newman
illustrated by Ben Newman

Inventive illustrations and an empowering story combine to introduce young readers to the world of bees,
creative thinking and problem-solving.

It’s a quiet day for private detective, Mason B. Chandler in downtown Bug Borough, the small but not overlooked area of Stemville.
Suddenly, Mason B’s life is turned upside down when a jar comes smashing down outside her window. With everything covered in a
mysterious sticky liquid and the police none the wiser, Mason finds a clue on the label of the jar… a picture of a bee that looks just
like her! She must look for clues in the Bee community which won’t be easy as lots of them are solitary, and the others work
together in tight knit groups.

A brand new non-fiction series focused on STEM topics.
From the illustrator of the Professor Astro-Cat series.
The book will be both usable as reference pages and follow a linear route that
builds the information from spread to spread.

Ben Newman has produced work for a large range of clients, including the Tate Modern, New York Times, BBC Radio 4, Apple,
Google and The New Yorker. Ben co-created the Professor Astro Cat children's books with his long time friend and scientist, Dr
Dominic Walliman, which are published by Flying Eye Books and have been translated into 24 other languages.
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WELCOME TO STEMVILLE
You’ve stumbled across one of the most amazing places there 
is to visit. Stemville is home to lots of weird and wonderful 
characters of all shapes and sizes. Most of the time the residents 
get along just fine, but occasionally sparks fly and there are 
disagreements and problems to solve. One thing’s for sure, 
there’s always something new to discover in this terrific town!
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BUG BOROUGH
Bug Borough is home to some of Stemville’s smallest residents! 
Any insect, minuscule or mighty, is welcome here and it’s a busy 
place to be. Look closely and you’ll spot everyone going about 
their day-to-day lives. There’s a new business in town that’s 
creating a bit of buzz… a private detective agency. Just wait till 
you meet street-savvy Mason B. Chandler, she’s a solitary bee 
on a mission. If there’s a mystery to be solved in Bug Borough, 
then Mason is your bee.    

I’M JUST 
BUZZING  
FOR MY  

FIRST CASE!

Here are a few handy clues to 
help you identify an insect:  
Most insects have six legs, two 
pairs of wings, antennae and a 
body that has three sections.  

Bees have two pairs 
of wings that they 

can beat up to 200 
times per second. 

Ants have long antenna that bend in the 
middle, just like elbows on your arms. 

Mosquitos have long, 
narrow wings and their  

front legs point forwards.  

Wasps have narrow waists 
and two pairs of wings. 

Hover flies have large 
round eyes, short antennae 
and a single pair of wings.  

Beetles have a hard shell  
to protect their wings.  

Ladybirds have domed  
shaped bodies and 

brightly coloured wings 
to tell predators ‘I don’t 

taste nice’. 

Praying mantises have 
triangular shaped heads  

and very large eyes.  

So, What is an Insect? 
Insects are invertebrates, small animals that don’t have a backbone. 
Most insects don’t have bones inside their bodies. Instead, they 
have a hard shell called an exoskeleton. 75% of all animals on Earth 
are insects and they come in many different shapes and sizes. 
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MASON BEES
Meet Mason B. Chandler, solitary bee and proprietor of the Mason 
B. Chandler Detective Agency! Mason is a friendly and inquisitive 
bee by nature, who gets along with everyone she meets. However, 
like other solitary bees, Mason prefers her own company, so this 
new office is her perfect working-from-home space.

Things have got off to a slow start for 
Mason’s detective agency. With so much 
activity going on around her she had 
expected things to be a little livelier. 
Surely it won’t be long before her first 
case lands on her desk with a… 

There are over 20,000 known species 
of bees, and they are divided into three 
groups: honeybees, bumblebees and 
solitary bees. Whilst some species, like 
honeybees and bumblebees, live in 
colonies, more than 90% of bees are 
solitary, including mason bees.

Mason bees use mud or other ‘masonry’ 
to build their nests between gaps and 
cracks in stones or other dark cavities – 
that’s where they get their name from!

Mason Bee Anatomy
Like all insects, bees have a hard outer 
shell called an exoskeleton. A bee’s body 
is divided into three main parts: a head, 
a thorax and an abdomen. The thorax is 
the middle section of the body, where two 
pairs of wings and three pairs of legs are 
attached.  At the front of their head, bees 
have a pair of antennae that they use to 
detect sounds and scents.

Antennae

Legs

Hindwing

Forewing

Abdomen

Thorax

CRAS H!

12 13



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Non-Fiction March 2024

Wildlife Crossings: Protecting Animal
Pathways Around the World
by Catherine Barr
illustrated by Christiane Engel

An important and unique information book based on the latest scientific research, showing how people
across the world are creating ‘wildlife corridors’ to help animals move safely between wildlife areas.

Our planet is criss-crossed by a network of ancient pathways, reflecting the journeys of millions of animal species in search of food,
water, safety and mates. But human development is blocking these vital ‘ribbons of life’. Animal habitats are shrinking into isolated
and unconnected patches of nature. 

Track the journeys of seven amazing animals. Discover why they are in trouble, follow their journeys and find out how scientists and
campaigners across the world are creating ‘wildlife corridors’ to keep animals safe and on the move. 

Discover…elephant crossings in India hedgehog highways in the UK ‘Spoonie’ flyways in Asia fish ladders in Germany gibbon canopy
bridges in the People’s Republic of China bear bridges in Canada cougar crossings in the USA.

Shows a new and vitally important aspect of nature conservation.
Emphasises the urgency of taking action to save species across our planet.
Stunning, detailed illustrations by internationally acclaimed illustrator.
Endnote includes seven further endangered species being helped with wildlife
pathways.

Catherine Barr is a leading author on science and nature topics for young children. Her previous books for Otter-Barry are Red
Alert: 15 Endangered Animals Fighting to Survive; Invisible Nature: A Secret World Beyond Our Senses (winner of the Teach Primary
science book prize) and most recently Water: Protect Freshwater to Save Life on Earth (2022). Catherine lives near Hay-on-Wye,
Herefordshire.

Christiane Engel has a BA in children’s art and an MA in Children’s Illustration. She works with soft pencil, acrylics, watercolour
and digital media. Her first book for Otter-Barry Books was Water: Protect Freshwater to Save Our Earth. Christiane lives in Kent.
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Elephants in Trouble (India)
Elephants are wanderers, eating as they roam. In India, 
elephants cross huge landscapes, searching for water and food. 
As seasons change, elephant grandmothers lead their giant families 
towards the rains. They follow ancient paths to find greener grass, 
fresher shoots and pools filled by distant storms.

But elephants’ wild homes are shrinking. The patches of forest and 
grassland where they live are separated by roads, fences, farmland  
and villages. When they find their paths blocked, hungry elephants  
raid farm crops, scaring villagers, causing chaos on roads  
and getting lost.

The elephants’ ancient paths are blocked 
by train tracks and busy roads.

Elephants wade through and ruin local farmers’ 
rice fields at the forest edge – this is dangerous 
for local people and spoils their precious crops.

 Elephants love the smell of jackfruits, 
so they head off to find the villagers’ 

jackfruit trees for a feast.  

If elephants wander close to villages, 
local people make lots of noise to frighten 

elephant families away… but little elephants 
get scared too and some get lost. 

The elephants are struggling 
to reach the distant 

waterhole where generations 
of elephants have drunk, 
cooled off and played. 
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Elephant Corridors help elephants migrate

Elephant corridors are spaces that link elephant habitats, making it 
safer for elephant families to go on their journeys without being disturbed. 
In places where elephants live, these wildlife corridors make it possible 
for elephants to follow in their ancestors’ footsteps. 

It is not always easy to make space for giants. 
Scientists and local people are working hard to 
keep elephants on the move – in peace. Road signs 
warn drivers to look out for special places where 
elephants can cross the road. In schools, children 
are learning how to keep wandering elephants safe.

Electric fences powered by 
solar energy keep elephants 
away from fields of banana, 

maize and rice.  

Children learn about local 
wildlife and paint elephant 
stories on school walls! 

Wow, look at 
the elephants!

If villagers know elephants are 
coming, they can use whistles to 
keep them moving so people and 

elephants stay calm. 

Local people send text 
messages on their phones 

to warn villagers of 
approaching elephants.

 Elephants can smell water 
over ten miles away.

Can you spot 10 elephants? 11
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Hedgehogs in Trouble (UK)
As dusk falls, hungry hedgehogs wake up and amble off 
to find food. They wander through churchyards, step onto 
streets, stroll along hedgerows and across gardens looking 
for bugs and worms.

But often their food forages are blocked by fences,  
roads and walls. In these fragmented habitats in the UK,  
hedgehogs are in steep decline. 

Hedgehogs can visit more than ten gardens in one night. 
But barriers like fences can stop them roaming far enough 
to find food, a quiet place to rest or even a mate. 

In gardens and in fields, pesticides are poisoning the slugs 
and insects that hedgehogs eat. In the countryside, 
hedgehogs like to hide in hedgerows, but these too 
are disappearing fast. 

In neat, tidy gardens, 
hedgehogs struggle to 
find shady spaces like 
log and leaf piles to 

sleep in.

If people replace 
fences and forget 
to make a hole, 

hedgehogs can get 
trapped in gardens. Hedgehogs can walk up to 

two kilometres at night 
in search of food. 

It is risky for hedgehogs to cross 
the road – they move slowly and 

don’t look before they cross! 



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Non-Fiction March 2024

The Code of Life 
by Dr. Carla Häfner
illustrated by Mieke Scheier

A brilliant non-fiction book explaining the world of genetics and heredity to children.

Why do children look like their parents? Why are some people blond and others brunette, and where do we get our eye colour from?

This book explains genetic theory, what genes are, why DNA plays an important role and what all these insights have to do with a
curious monk. An exciting journey through the history of science, present-day genetic research and engineering and right through to
the question of identity – because who would have thought how much of our personality is defined by our genes and how
interesting genes can be?

A global, inclusive, and comprehensive history of genetics that spans to the
modern day, covering the revolutionary CRISPR technology and explaining how
inoculation with mRNA vaccines developed for SARS-CoV-2 (Coronavirus)
functions.
Mieke Scheier‘s illustrations visually present abstract concepts of genetics and
hereditary in an easy-to-understand way.
Includes quiz questions and ideas for your own research projects to encourage
readers to explore concepts of genetics and hereditary further.

Dr. Carla Häfner was born in Braunschweig in 1978 and studied medicine in Göttingen, Boston and Ulm. Today, she lives with her
husband and three children in Neu-Ulm and works as a doctor and book author.

Mieke Scheier was born in a small village between Osnabru¨ck and Oldenburg in 1986. After studying cultural science in Freiburg,
she moved to Hamburg to study illustration at the HAW (University of Applied Science). Mieke lives and works as a freelance
illustrator in Hamburg.
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that in the beginning, you were no more than one tiny cell, invisible 
to the naked eye? Then that cell began to divide. One cell became 
two, two became four, four became eight... And in the end, a 
complete organism was formed: you! But how did that first tiny cell 
know that it was supposed to become a human being? Why not a 
mouse or an elephant or some other, completely different creature? 
And if it was to become a human being, then why not one of the 
billions of other people on this planet? Why YOU specifically?

For a long time, scientists had no answers to these questions. 
But then they discovered that so-called genes exist and that it is 
these genes which define the characteristics of an organism. And 
inside the cells, they found an extraordinary substance in which 
all information on these genes is stored: DNA. Imagine it as a sort 
of blueprint for building an organism, a plan which shows what an 
organism is made up of, what it will look like and what functions and 
features it will have. But what are genes? And what is DNA? How 
can DNA be small enough to fit into a single cell yet contain the 
details of an entire organism? How can it pass the parents’ genetic 
information on to their children? And what happens when human 
beings start to change these blueprints? When they start to rewrite 
them? This book tells the exciting story of the discovery of DNA 
and explains how this discovery changed our world and us as human 
beings.

DID YOU KNOW...
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THE BIRTH OF GENETICS

Our story begins in 1856, in an abbey in Brünn, which was 
then part of Austria. One of the monks who lived there was 
called Gregor Mendel. Mendel was anything but a typical 
monk: he loved mathematics, physics and botany, and he 
had dreamed of becoming a scientist. However, his parents 
were poor farmers and could not afford to send Gregor to a 
university. They expected him to take over the family farm. 
Entering a monastery was the best way out for Mendel. And 
he was lucky, because in Brünn, the monks did more than 
just pray – they also carried out a lot of research. The abbey 
even sent Mendel to university. After two years in Vienna, 
he returned to Brünn with a vast amount of knowledge about 
the laws of nature, mathematics, plants and animals. And he 
brought something else back with him: the idea for a highly 
complex research project!

Soon afterwards, he began to grow 
pea plants of different varieties in the 
abbey’s greenhouse: plants with violet 
and with white blossoms, with wrinkled 
and smooth-skinned peas, with yellow 
and with green peapods, long and short 
stems, and lots more. For years, he 
spent hours and hours every day in his 
greenhouse because he knew he was on 
his way to solving a great mystery.

Like many others in his day, Mendel longed 
to unlock the secrets of heredity. It was 
already clear that children look like their 
parents and grandparents. And it was also 
known that plants and animals passed traits 
on to following generations. Farmers, for 
instance, used this knowledge to select the 
best animals for breeding. But back then, 
no-one could explain why this was so.

Mendel chose the pea plant for his studies as he could select 
plants which varied obviously in their appearance. For every 
trait he studied, he always had plants of two different varieties. 
For example, he would cross a plant with violet flowers with 
one with white flowers by collecting pollen from a violet 
blossom and brushing it onto the stigma of a white blossom. 
Pollen contains the male gametes (sperm cells), and these 
were now transferred from the stigma to the female gametes 
(egg cells) of the other variety to fertilised them. The new pea 
plants eventually grew from the fertilised egg cells. So, what do 
you think happened when Mendel crossed violet-flowered pea 
plants with white-flowered pea plants? He was amazed: all the 
new plants had violet blossoms. Not a single white blossom to 
be seen! What had happened?

So, what do you think happened when 
Mendel crossed violet-flowered pea 
plants with white-flowered pea plants? 
He was amazed: all the new plants had 
violet blossoms. Not a single white 
blossom to be seen! What had happened?

Stigma

Anther with 
pollen

Ovary with 
egg cells

Seed

Sperm cell (male 
gamete)

Egg cell (female 
gamete)

Fertilised 
egg cell

Well, I never!?!
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Mendel thought deeply about this. Obviously, 
something in the gametes contained information on 
the traits and passed it on to the next generation when 
the plants were crossed. Tiny particles of some kind. 
He named them elements.

And Mendel realised something else. Since he had 
achieved the same result for all traits, the figures had 
to follow a uniform rule! Then he found a possible 
explanation for the recurring ratio: there had to be two 
of these elements for each trait. A pair! But the parents 
only passed on one element to their offspring, and it was 
pure coincidence which of the two was handed down. 
In other words, the young pea plants inherited one 
element from the father plant and one from the mother 
and therefore had two elements, like their parents.

Later, Mendel also crossed pea plants which varied 
in two or three traits. Based on the mathematical 
ratios, he was able to show that the different traits 
were inherited independently of each other. In the 
case of the flower colour, for example, it makes no 
difference whether the plant has a short or a long 
stem and whether the peas are wrinkly or smooth. 
The expression of one trait had no influence on the 
expression of the other traits.

Things are a little more complicated 
if a plant has received elements of 
two different kinds. In this case, one 
element or variant prevents the other 
becoming visible in the next generation. 
When it comes to flower colour, for 
example, the violet variant prevents 
the white one from appearing. Mendel 
called the stronger variant dominant 
and the weaker variant, which does not 
become visible, recessive.

But the elements existed in two 
variants: in the case of the flower 
colour, for example, ‘violet’ and ‘white’. 
If a plant receives two elements of 
the same kind from its parents, the 
situation is clear: two violet elements 
will produce violet blossoms, two white 
elements will result in white blossoms.

In order to find out, Mendel then crossed these newly 
grown plants with each other. The result was quite 
astonishing. The white flowers suddenly reappeared. 
This meant that the trait had not been lost but had 
somehow remained hidden. He repeated his experiment 
several thousand times, and it was increasingly clear 
that there was a recurring ratio: roughly three in four 
plants (that is 75%) had violet flowers and one in four 
plants (that is 25%) had white ones. A ratio of 3 to 1! 

Mendel examined a total of seven different traits in 
his pea plants, and again and again, he saw the same 
results: in the second generation, the pea plants all 
looked identical, like one of the parent plants, and in 
the following generation, both variants appeared – 
always in a ratio of 3 to 1. 

2nd generation

In the 2nd generation, 
all the flowers are violet!

Pea plants in the 1st 
generation (parents)

Pea plants 
from the 2nd 

generation

3rd generation

Aha! The ratio really 
is 3 to 1!

I’m dominant!

Pea shape Pea colour Pod shape Pod colour

Stem length Flower colour Flower position

Ratio 3 to 1

Strange!

NEW PEA PLANT

FATHER PLANT MOTHER PLANT

GAMETES 
FUSE
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