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Highly anticipated third novel from bestselling author of 

I’ll Give you the Sun and Sky is Everywhere, JANDY NELSON.

Welcome to Paradise Springs, California – a hot, dusty, half-magical, town, and "home" to the 

Falls family. When a strange, enigmatic, rainbow-haired girl shows up it sends the lives of 

brothers Wynton and Miles and their sister Dizzy into tumult. Hearts are shattered and pieced 

back together. 

Time is lost, and love and love and still more love is found.

The first title  in an explosive new YA series from 

New York Times bestselling author of Scythe, NEAL SHUSTERMAN. 

A new virus is spreading. Fast. Thing is, it’s a wellness virus. All your stress, all your depression, 

everything that weighs you down is gone. But when there is a vested interest in people being 

miserable, there’s push back. A vaccine is developed to “cure” people of their happiness, 

are we so addicted to our rage and misery that we might destroy misery’s cure?

EXCITING YA coming this XMAS! 



From the best-selling author of A Monster Calls, this funny, wise middle-grade 
series explodes every stereotype—including what it means to be a 
hero—in a brilliant reptilian take on surviving school.

• A madcap school adventure with a twist: 
this is a school for all manner of talking, 
anthropomorphic animals from Komodo 

dragons to ponies.

• Features witty illustrations by  
Tim Miller that bring the fantastic setting 

and humour to life.

• Book proof copies available

• Consumer marketing campaign including 
Better Reading feature, fun book trailer and 

social media assets

• Promotion to booksellers including 
giveaways, B+P Book Buzz, with point of 

sale material available

• Advertising to schools and libraries via 
Magpies magazine

9781529517958



Richard Ayoade is a highly-tolerated British comedian, BAFTA-winning actor (The IT Crowd), writer, director 
and TV presenter (the 2021 BAFTAS, Have I Got News For You?, Travel Man). 

What are they doing now? Was it really Happily Ever After? 
Is the Big Bad Wolf actually that bad? 

When will Sleeping Beauty get out of bed? 
And what makes frogs so kissable?

Only one man one man has the answers, direct from the 
ACTUAL LEGENDSACTUAL LEGENDS  themselves: 

meet C.C. Cecily, 
Senior Secretary of the Fairy Tale Fan Club.

9781529500318  HARDBACK

• BAFTA-winning comedian, actor/director and 
presenter Richard Ayoade brings his trademark 

comic genius to his second children’s book.

• Praise for Richard’s bestselling children’s 
debut: “Funny, bonkers and brilliant.” 

– Stylist

• Illustrated in quirky two-colour splendour by 
award-winning artist David Roberts.

• Marketing to schools and libraries with 
advertising in Magpies magazine 



9781529506143 
PAPERBACK 



9781536223316



9780007513765

The much-anticipated new picture book 
from the bestselling and award-winning creators of A Child of Books.

Dictionary / ‘dikjen(e)ri / wishes she could tell a story just like the other books. 
So one day she decides to bring her words to life ... 

• A hilarious and playful caper with a wonderfully heart-warming message.

• Luminescent illustrations collide with typography that comes to life on the 
page providing an inspiring, immersive and unforgettable reading experience for 
children and adults alike.

• A spectacular homage to the written word and destined to become a modern 
classic to inspire budding and curious readers, writers and artists everywhere.

Oliver Jeffers’ picture books including The Day the Crayons Quit, which 
has been translated into over 30 languages worldwide. 

Sam Winston is a fine artist who exhibits internationally and whose books 
can be found in many special collections worldwide. He is the author and 
illustrator of One & Everything.

9781406395471   HARDBACK



From the meaning of life to a cure for the hiccups, comes a collection of questions with 
no answers (yet) from internationally-acclaimed author and illustrator Philip Bunting.

I wonder if there is life 
out there … I wonder what love is 

… I Wonder begins a conversation 
about what we know, why we know it 
and what we might know eventually 

… or even never. 

Following a straight line from his incredibly 
successful titles How Did I Get Here? and 
Who Am I? and delving into fabulous and 

fascinating facts, all three books are 
philosophical journeys that ask more 

questions than they answer. 

• From Philip Bunting, creator of 
internationally acclaimed titles Mopoke, 

The Wonderful Wisdom of Ants and 
The Gentle Genius of Trees

• Philip's books have become a perennial 
favourite, in Australia and internationally

• Addresses big themes, and asks big 
questions in an accessible and 

humorous way

• Stunning illustrations and infographics

• Comprehensive marketing and publicity 
campaign, with stunning point-of-sale, 
consumer and education advertising, 

classroom resources and engaging digital 
and social media assets

9781760657802



A new holiday classic from #1 New York Times bestselling, award-winning  

author and illustrator Mo Willems.

The Pigeon has made a list and checked it once.  
Can his holiday dream come true?  

Or will The Pigeon be left out in the cold?

• The latest instalment  
in Mo Willems’s bestselling Pigeon series.

• Destined to be a new Christmas favourite!

• Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus won a Caldecott 
Honor and has sold over 2 million copies worldwide.

• Marketing and publicity campaign including 
seasonal features, paid advertising and festive  

point of sale material.

 
9781760659813



9781760658632  HARDBACK
COVER NOT FINAL

From best-selling creator Judy Horacek, co-
creator of Where is the Green Sheep?
First of a series of “re-imagined rhymes”
Featuring Judy Horacek’s instantly recognisable 
wit and whimsy
Beautifully produced in hardback, perfect for 
gifting
Fun-at-home and storytime kit resources 
available
Promotions to consumers, booksellers, schools 
and libraries via advertising, digital assets, and 
point-of-sales marketing

A favourite nursery rhyme, re-imagined by one of Australia’s 

most loved and best-selling illustrators, Judy Horacek.

Judy Horacek is a cartoonist, author and illustrator. 
When a tiny green sheep caught the eye of author 
Mem Fox, it became the best-selling picture book 
Where is the Green Sheep? Judy has since published 
five picture book collaborations with Mem Fox, 
including nursery rhyme storybooks Good Night, 
Sleep Tight and Bonnie and Ben Rhyme Again, as 
well as four of her own solo titles.



Lead Title



SLEEPY SHEEPY IS NOT SLEEPY.
The hit series of 2024, for the kids who just won’t go to sleep.

With With bouncy rhyming textbouncy rhyming text and illustrations that repay repeated  and illustrations that repay repeated 
exploration, this is perfect for both bedtime and exploration, this is perfect for both bedtime and preschool/preschool/
library read aloudslibrary read alouds..

Supported by: Supported by: Mobile, book trailer, giveawaysMobile, book trailer, giveaways on social media  on social media 
and character and character stickers INSIDE the bookstickers INSIDE the book!!

Over 100,000 copies in the US.Over 100,000 copies in the US.

Created by Created by Lucy Ruth CumminsLucy Ruth Cummins (author of  (author of A Hungry LionA Hungry Lion, , 
or or A Dwindling Assortment of AnimalsA Dwindling Assortment of Animals) and illustrator and ) and illustrator and 
animator animator Pete Oswald Pete Oswald (films including (films including The Angry Birds Movie, The Angry Birds Movie, 
ParaNormanParaNorman, and picture books including , and picture books including The Bad SeedThe Bad Seed).).

Already a hit in the US, this hilarious Already a hit in the US, this hilarious 
read-aloud will appeal to little lambs - and read-aloud will appeal to little lambs - and 

their carers - everywhere.their carers - everywhere.

9781760658946
HARDBACK



Sleepy Sheepy . . .  

WAS 
NOT 

SLEEPY!
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But it was time for bed. (At least that’s what the clock said.)’s what the clock said.)’

©2023
 
Copyrighted

 
Material

 
provided

 
by

 
Walker

 
Books.

 
Not

 
for

 
distribution

 
or

 
sale

 
(Not

 
final) ©2023

 
Copyrighted

 
Material

 
provided

 
by

 
Walker

 
Books.

 
Not

 
for

 
distribution

 
or

 
sale

 
(Not

 
final)



Time for bed, my 
little cotton ball!

Let’s hit the hay,
one and all!

But Sleepy Sheepy . . .
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WAS NOT SLEEPY!
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books June 2024

Sleepy Sheepy 
by Lucy Ruth Cummins
illustrated by Pete Oswald

Sleepy Sheepy is wide awake, definitely NOT tired. Already a hit in the US, with almost 100,000 copies sold
in the first few months of release, this hilarious bedtime tale will appeal to little lambs - and their carers -
everywhere.

Despite his name, Sleepy Sheepy is NOT sleepy. He’d much rather build with blocks . . . or knit socks than go to sleep. Will Ma and
Pa Sheepy ever get their sheepy to go to sleepy?
From New York Times bestselling illustrator Pete Oswald and critically acclaimed author Lucy Ruth Cummins comes a hilarious
bedtime read-aloud that will be loved by all.

Sales not sleepy! The US edition sold more than 90,000 copies in less than 4
months on sale.
Relatable storyline for carers everywhere - perfect for reading aloud to
preschoolers who battle going to bed!
Dynamic creator duo - Lucy Ruth Cummins is a seasoned publishing professional
(day job is as an art director at Simon and Schuster Young Readers) and Pete
Oswald is a New York Times bestselling illustrator and was shortlisted for the
CILIP Kate Grenaway Medal for Hike.
''Caregivers will enjoy making this a bedtime read, and librarians will turn to this
often for pajama storytimes. Young readers who love rebelling against bedtime
rules will delight in seeing Sheepy’s evening escapades . . . An entertaining tale
sure to resonate with those on either side of the bedtime battle.' Kirkus Reviews

Lucy Ruth Cummins is an author, illustrator and art director who made her critically acclaimed author-illustrator debut in 2016
with her picture book A Hungry Lion, or A Dwindling Assortment of Animals. She is also the illustrator of This is Not a Valentine,
Truman, and The Love Letter. Lucy is a champion napper, and also the mom of two okayish sleepers. She lives with her little family
in Brooklyn, New York. You can visit Lucy Ruth Cummins online at lucyruthcummins.squarespace.com or follow her on Twitter
@lucyruth

Pete Oswald is a #1 New York Times bestselling illustrator of The Bad Seed, The Good Egg, The Cool Bean, The Couch Potato
and The Smart Cookie, all authored by Jory John. Pete’s author debut, Hike, was shortlisted for the CILIP Kate Greenaway Medal
and received 5 starred reviews. Pete is an Annie Award-nominated animation production designer best known for 'The Angry Birds
Movie' franchise, Oscar® Nominated ParaNorman, and Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs. He lives in Los Angeles with his wife and
three kids. Visit Pete at peteoswald.com or follow him on Instagram @peteoswald

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $19.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $24.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781760658946 

Age: 3 years + 

Format: 260mm x 260mm 

Extent: 40 pages 

Imprint: Walker Books Australia 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



Picture Books



Get ready to tackle wordsearches and crosswords, crack codes, wrangle with riddles, 
and even come up with puns and acronyms. All while keeping an eye out for Wally.

Comes with a fantastic search-and-find card game with a bonus puzzle on the reverse!

PLAY, PUZZLE ,  SOLVE PLAY, PUZZLE ,  SOLVE . . .  AND . . .  AND SEARCH!SEARCH!

Great for Great for readers and non-readers alikereaders and non-readers alike - fun without screens! - fun without screens!

Handy flexiback format is Handy flexiback format is great for travelgreat for travel and at home and at home

Supported by Supported by temporary tattoostemporary tattoos, an , an A1 posterA1 poster, bookstore , bookstore windowwindow  
displaysdisplays in high-traffic locations and  in high-traffic locations and interactive social assetsinteractive social assets

9781529517934 
FLEXI

9781406375718  

FLEXI 9781406381184  FLEXI

It’s time for lots of wacky word play in this
travel-size



YOO-HOO, WALLY FANS!IT’S TIME TO SET OFF ON OUR WORD GAMES ADVENTURE! I HOPE YOU’RE FEELING SHARP AS A TACK, FULL OF BEANS, BRIGHT-EYED AND BUSHY-TAILED, AND READY FOR ANY THING! THOSE ARE JUST A FEW OF THE HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF WILD WORDS AND FAB PHRASES WE HAVE TO PLAY WITH. LET’S HAVE SOME FUN WITH THEM!

„

RIDDLE IT OUT
Let’s start our jet-setting journey by solving 

three riddles. Clue: think about your holidays!

MORE THINGS TO FIND

Six green bags

Someone wearing a yellow tie

A tower of suitcases

What am I?

I tour the globe but stay 

in the corner.

WALLY RAIL

DAY RETURN

What am I?
I have lakes but no water, streets but no cars, many borders, but I’m in one piece.

WALLY RAIL

SINGLE

What am I?I fi t in your pocket but can take you all over the world.

WALLY RAIL

RETURN

5

©2023
 
Copyrighted

 
Material

 
provided

 
by

 
Walker

 
Books.

 
Not

 
for

 
distribution

 
or

 
sale

 
(Final) ©2023

 
Copyrighted

 
Material

 
provided

 
by

 
Walker

 
Books.

 
Not

 
for

 
distribution

 
or

 
sale

 
(Final)



WH_CH WAY?
Some letters on these seaside signposts have gone 

walkabout! It’s up to you to fi ll in the blanks.

MORE THINGS TO DO

Can you fi nd your way to 

eight striped beach mats?

_ _ F_

S H _ _ _ _ _

D _ _ K  C _ _ I _ S

F_ _ S T   
_ _ D 

_ A R  _ _ R K 

P A _ _ _ O L _ 

B O _ _  T R _ P S

_ I E _

I _ E  C _ _ A M

_ H _ P S

6 7
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DIPPY DICTIONARY
Here are a few weird and wonderful words 

to describe the funfair. Can you match 
them with their defi nitions? Watch out 

for the red herrings (hoax answers)!

FUN WITH PUNS! 
Some words sound alike or have more than one 

meaning, which opens the door to jokes and 
puns (plays on words). Enjoy the groan-worthy 
examples below and fi ll in some of your own! 

� abbergasted

brouhaha

slapdash

lickety-split 

hoodwink

trick

haunted

a wailing child 

sloppy and rushed

astonished

a painful injury

as fast as possible

a sticky ice cream

a commotion or uproar

keep an eye on

Why is twelve an 
unfair number?

Because it’s two 
against one.

When is a car 
not a car?

What do you call 
a dead pine tree?

A nevergreen.

brouhahabrouhaha

When it 
turns into 

a driveway.

...........................

...........................

...........................

......................

......................

......................

MORE THINGS TO FIND
A child climbing high
Someone stuck in a tubaTwo smiling ghosts

9
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DOUBLING UP 
Wally adores the great outdoors!

Help him set up camp by fi lling in the
single-word answer for each pair of clues.

YES OR NO 
YES and NO must be the world’s busiest words!

Can you avoid saying either of them to win this game? 
No nodding or shaking of the head allowed!

Nominate one person to be in the “hot seat”.
They are not allowed to say “yes” or “no”.

Taking it in turns, everyone else must ask questions to try and 
trick the player in the hot seat into saying the two banned words. 
Whoever manages it wins that round and takes the hot seat.

Are you going on 
holiday this year?

Do you like 
camping?

No – arghh!

I have!
Have you found 

Wally yet?

EXAMPLE

A green space

_  _  _  _
To leave your car

somewhere

A source of heat_  _  _  _To give someonethe sack

A nocturnal creature

_  _  _
Something to hit

a ball with

The thick stem of a tree
_  _  _  _  _
An elephant’s

long nose Indeed I am.

ONE MORE THING

Can you fi nd a four-letter 

piece of camping kit hidden 

within your answers? It starts 

and ends with the same letter!

10
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Character and Series June 2024

Where's Wally? Words on the Go! Play,
Puzzle, Search and Solve 
by Martin Handford
illustrated by Martin Handford

Go, go, go! It's time for lots of wacky word play in this tremendous, travel-size Where's Wally? book!

This super travel activity book is packed to the brim with wonderful word games, searches and activities, perfect for all Wally fans.
Get ready to tackle wordsearches and crosswords, crack codes, wrangle with riddles, and even come up with puns and acronyms, all
while keeping an eye out for Wally. There are fun and creative challenges on every page to keep those brilliant brain cells busy! And
that's not all – this Wally word play book also includes a fantastic search-and-find card game.

Jam-packed with word games, puzzles and search-and-find challenges to help
keep young minds active and screen-time down!
Handy flexiback format with elastic fastening, perfect for taking on trips.
Includes a fun search-and-find card game (with a bonus puzzle on the reverse!).
The Where's Wally? series has sold over 80 million copies worldwide in 31
languages.
Seventh title in the successful Where's Wally? flexiback travel series, which
includes: The Totally Essential Travel Collection, Games on the Go!, The Holiday
Handbook, Paper Pandemonium and the award-winning Exciting Expeditions.

Martin Handford spent much of his childhood drawing and his earliest influences were cinema epics and playing with toy soldiers.
After art college, he began working as a freelance illustrator specialising in drawing crowd scenes for numerous clients. Martin now
gathers his inspiration from a huge variety of sources; films, visiting museums and art galleries, reading comics and books, and
collecting ephemera and trivia. He is fascinated by crowds, and is attracted to their vibes, patterns and details – especially humour;
"I love their movement and energy." Gradually, from all this meticulous research, the inspiration for a picture emerges, which Martin
embellishes with his own ideas to create astonishing scenes. Each picture takes Martin many months to draw. "As I work my way
through a picture, I add Wally when I come to what I feel is a good place to hide him," he explains.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $19.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $22.99 

Binding: Flexiback 

ISBN: 9781529517934 

Age: 5 years + 

Format: 190mm x 152mm 

Extent: 64 pages 

Imprint: Walker 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



June 2024 
Hardback 
Picture Books

 A lively celebration of our individual styles and differences, with 
a great rhythm to read together with young readers

 Story led – with a  strong positive self-esteem  message, fosters 
self confidence and inclusivity with wit and humour

 Playful, joyous and vibrant  illustrations  by  Freda Chiu, who 
was shortlisted for the 2022 CBCA New Illustrator Award

 6 Copy Pack and POS Postcards available

Good Hair
Yvonne Sewankambo

Birungi doesn't want to go to school as she’s having a bad hair 
day. But with the help of her parents, she might just find she's 
ready to show the world exactly what her hair can do after all!

Because once you learn the secret to celebrating hair...everyday is a 
good hair day!



Birungi doesn’t want to go to school today. 

Getting dressed is tricky. 
And doing her hair feels like a chore.

Waking up is hard. 
Eating breakfast is boring.
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To her audience of two she declares,
“Why is that, Birungi?”  “Why is that, Birungi?”  

Mum asks.Mum asks.
“I HATE

MY HAIR!”
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books June 2024

Good Hair 
by Yvonne Sewankambo
illustrated by Freda Chiu

A picture book that celebrates people's differences - through hair!

Birungi doesn't want to go to school - she's having a bad hair day. Luckily, Mum and Dad know the secret to good hair, and share all
they know on the way to school. Birungi may just find she's ready to show the world exactly what her hair can do after all!

Vibrant, engaging illustrations from Freda Chiu, who was shortlisted for the 2022
CBCA New Illustrator award
Great rhythm for reading aloud, perfect for emerging readers
Helps build confidence in our differences

Yvonne Sewankambo is a Ugandan-Canadian writer and publicist based in Sydney, Australia. She has worked on campaigns
across several industries, including publishing, film, television, education and the not-for-profit sector. Having lived in four countries
on three different continents (and travelled to even more), Yvonne is passionate about telling stories that transcend borders.

Freda Chiu is a Sydney-based freelance illustrator, author and educator at The University of Technology Sydney. 
She is inspired by her love of children’s picture books, indie comics, horror movies and good stories. She was shortlisted for the 2022
The Children’s Book Council of Australia Award for New Illustrator and also the 2022 IBBY Australia Ena Noël Award.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $25.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $27.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781760655709 

Age: 3 years + 

Format: 270mm x 245mm 

Extent: 32 pages 

Imprint: Walker Books Australia 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



June 2024 
Hardback 
Picture Books

 Ross Morgan’s sparse and  lyrical text  tells a tender story, 
inspired by personal loss and coming to terms with grief

 A visually stunning book reminiscent of the works of 
masters such as Shaun Tan and Brian Selznick, glowing 
with warmth on each spread

 A Walker Studio title – published  in large format with high 
production values showcasing an illustration-led story

Glow
Ross Morgan

A beautifully  illustrated and engaging picture book 
delving into themes of memory, shared moments, and 
love between and beyond worlds.

In a rural metal scrap yard, a girl and her dog explore mountains of 
metal scrap together searching for treasures, where magically, a little 
glowing object appears, floating up and beyond.



There is a jungle beneath the stars
of rust, metal 

and abandoned cars. 
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Filled with wonders, 
curious things,

bits and pieces, 
with cogs and springs.
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books June 2024

Glow 
by Ross Morgan
illustrated by Ross Morgan

Resonating with the works of Shaun Tan and Brian Selznick, beautifully produced and published in large
format, exploring themes of loss, family, solace and mystery

Ross Morgan’s exquisite art and story are inspired by personal loss and coming to terms with grief. In a rural metal scrap yard, a girl
and her dog explore mountains of metal scrap together searching for treasures, kept on a shelf in her late grandfather’s workshop.
She discovers a mechanical key and mystically, magically, a little glowing object appears, floats up and beyond. The sparse, lyrical
text speaks to memory, shared moments, and love beyond worlds.

A visually sumptuous story from a rising talent
Reminiscent of the works of masters such as Shaun Tan, Brian Selznick and Bruce
Whatley
A Walker Studio title - with high production values showcasing and illustration-led
story

A fine artist and illustrator from Adelaide, Ross Morgan completed a Bachelor of Visual Arts at the University of South Australia in
2000. Since then he has been exhibiting in numerous solo and group exhibitions, art prizes and running an independent studio
practice. From an early age growing up in the mid–north of South Australia, Ross enjoyed exploring the rural environment filled with
creatures, abandoned structures, machinery and objects of yesteryear. He also practised drawing, painting, and arts and crafts
projects encouraged by his mother. These experiences have been key in establishing his life-long interest in drawing and painting. In
2018 he won the Raising Literacy Australia’s Emerging Author and Illustrator Mentoring Project. Through this initiative he completed
his first illustrated book Molly Moores has a House Like Yours written by Kaliah Tsakalidis and published by Little Book Press in
2020.Currently Ross is working on a number of new picture book projects as both illustrator and author

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $27.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $29.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781760655211 

Age: 4 years + 

Format: 290mm x 279mm 

Extent: 32 pages 

Imprint: Walker Australia Studio 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



June 2024 
Hardback 
Character & Series

 Maisy is  every toddler's best friend, and this fun and cheerful 
Maisy story is perfect for reassuring  little ones ahead of a first visit 
to the optometrist

 Twenty-third title in the bestselling Maisy First Experiences series,  
with striking bright  colours Maisy's books are perfect for 18 
months+

 Lucy Cousins’ is a superstar creator whose  books have sold over 
42 million copies worldwide and are available in 33 different 
languages

Maisy Goes for an Eye Test
Lucy Cousins

Come along with Maisy for her first-ever eye test! 

Maisy and Ella are on their way to see Flamingo the optician for their 
eye tests! There are games to play, pictures to look at, frames to try on 
and all sorts of things to learn. 

9781406313260 9781529512625



Maisy and Ella are at nursery. 
Everyone reads out the numbers 
on the board.

But Ella can’t see them
very well! Maybe her
eyes need some help.
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Maisy and Ella decide 
to go to have their
eyes tested.

How exciting!

BOOK SHOP
Library
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Character and Series June 2024

Maisy Goes for an Eye Test 
by Lucy Cousins
illustrated by Lucy Cousins

Come along with Maisy for her first-ever eye test! This cheerful Maisy First Experiences story will help
prepare little ones for their first visit to the optician.

Maisy and Ella are on their way to see Flamingo the optician for their eye tests! There are games to play, pictures to look at, frames
to try on and all sorts of things to learn. Friendly Flamingo even makes use of a super-duper special machine and a pair of very
unusual glasses! This twenty-third Maisy First Experiences story is ideal for reassuring little ones ahead of their first eye test.

Join Maisy, every toddler's best friend, in the twenty-third title in the bestselling
Maisy First Experiences series.
This fun and light-hearted Maisy story is perfect for calming nerves ahead of a first
visit to the optician.
Lucy Cousins' books have sold over 42 million copies worldwide and are available
in 33 different languages.

Lucy Cousins is the multi-award-winning creator of Maisy. Her unique titles fascinate toddlers with their child-like simplicity, bold
outlines and vivid colours. “Maisy does things that children all over the world do,” Lucy Cousins says of her superstar mouse. “The
way she dresses, the way she acts, are typical of children all over the world.” Lucy Cousins works from her home in Hampshire,
England. Other titles include Hooray for Fish! – which has appeared in animation in Japan; the bestselling New York Times Top 10
Best Illustrated Children’s Book Yummy; the critically acclaimed Peck Peck Peck, which won Best Picture Book in the BookTrust Best
Book Awards, as well as the British Book Design and Production Award in the Children’s Trade category; and more recently Splish,
Splash, Ducky!, Let's Play Monsters! and A Good Place.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $19.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $22.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781529517514 

Age: 3 years + 

Format: 190mm x 230mm 

Extent: 32 pages 

Imprint: Walker 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
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New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
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Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633
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June 2024 
Hardback 
Picture Books

⚫ With story led emotional intelligence, Pavlo shows how
feelings come and go and leads young children on an
emotional learning journey

⚫ Natalia Shaloshvili’s text and illustrations beautifully capture
both sad and funny emotions and will engage young readers

⚫ With a great voice, full of heart and tenderness, Pavlo provides
a strong message to young readers

Pavlo Gets the Grumps
Natalia Shaloshvili

A book-shaped hug that we all need on days when 
everything just feels BLAH.

This comforting picture book takes a look at bad days and big 
emotions, and reminds us that we all have grumpy days sometimes, but 
no feeling lasts forever.



Mama and Pavlo are finishing
breakfast, thinking about
what to do today.

“Let’s go to the park!”
says Mama.
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“No! I don’t want to go 
to the park,” says Pavlo. 

“The swings are too swingy, 
the sandpit is too sandy 
and …
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books June 2024

Pavlo Gets the Grumps 
by Natalia Shaloshvili
illustrated by Natalia Shaloshvili

A book-shaped hug that we all need on a day when everything just feels BLAH.

Pavlo does not feel like going to the park. Not today.
He does not want to go swimming.
He even says no to the cinema.
What's going on, Pavlo?
Pavlo's got the grumps.

This comforting picture book takes a look at bad days and big emotions, and reminds us that we all have grumpy days sometimes
but no feeling lasts forever. 
Natalia Shaloshvili's expressive illustrations are sad and funny at the same time, reassuring little ones that we are loved by our
family and friends even when we're not our happiest selves.
Pavlo guides young children on their emotional learning journey and shows how joy is always just around the corner.

A reassuring look at feeling down and having the grumps, showing young
children that no bad day lasts for ever.
Irresistible illustrations by an exceptional Ukrainian artist whose characters are
melancholy and funny, exploring a full range of emotions.
Shows how feelings come and go and that little ones are loved by family and
friends through life's ups and downs.

Natalia Shaloshvili started her career as a fashion and editorial illustrator before following her true passion of working as a
children's book author and illustrator. Natalia, who enjoys working with traditional materials such as acrylic and watercolour pencils,
has published a number of picture books but It's Okay, Pavlo! is her first UK-originated book. Originally from Ukraine, Natalia now
lives in London with her family. You can find Natalia on instagram as nataly_owl.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $24.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $27.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781529505764 

Age: 2 years + 

Format: 260mm x 250mm 

Extent: 32 pages 

Imprint: Walker 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
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New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633
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My Very Busy Day 
by Shirley Hughes
illustrated by Shirley Hughes

A classic collection of first experiences for pre-schoolers, illustrated by the best-loved Kate Greenaway
medal-winner, Shirley Hughes.

In this beautifully illustrated book for first readers, little ones can find out about Olly and Katie's very busy day learning new words
and improving their vocabulary along the way. From getting dressed in the morning, heading out for a walk in the park or having a
story before bath and bedtime, this simple, joyful book takes the reader through key points in a toddler's day, with plenty of objects
to spot and recognize in Shirley Hughes' reassuring and charming pictures. Packed with evocative scenes from childhood and first
words to spell out on each page, there is so much to see and do in Olly and Katie's gentle pre-school world.

This jacketed hardback, makes for a gorgeous gift.
A beautifully illustrated book for toddlers, packed with first words and objects to
spot from their own very busy days.
Brimming with nostalgia and Shirley's evocative, classic illustrations, this is a
perfect book for first readers who are starting to understand the world around
them.
"One of the greatest writers and illustrators for pre-schoolers." The Times

Shirley Hughes (1927–2022) illustrated more than 200 children’s books and is one of the best-loved writers for children. She won
many prestigious awards, including the Kate Greenaway Medal (twice), the Eleanor Farjeon Award and the Booktrust Lifetime
Achievement Award. She was awarded the OBE in 1999 for her distinguished service to children’s literature. In 2007, Dogger was
voted the UK’s favourite Kate Greenaway Medal-winning book of all time.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $27.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $29.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781529519310 

Age: 2 years + 

Format: 260mm x 215mm 

Extent: 32 pages 

Imprint: Walker 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



In the morning, Olly and I like to 
wake up Daddy with a cuddle!

teddy

playhouse
dolly

Olly likes to play at bouncing!

piggy bank

toy boxtoy box

When everyone is awake, we play 
with our favourite toys.

pram
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bread

butterbutter marmalade

tea

egg toast
fruitfruit

milk

Then we go downstairs to see 
what’s for breakfast.

Olly likes fruit best of all.

Marmalade on toast is my favourite.
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After breakfast, Olly and I
brush our teeth and get dressed.

sockssocks

T-shirt shoes

dungarees

sink

But Olly needs a bit of help sometimes.

toothpaste toothbrush

I can get dressed all by myself.
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books June 2024

The Mermaid Moon 
by Briony May Smith
illustrated by Briony May Smith

Once, there were two best friends. One was from the sea, a mermaid named Merrin, and one was
from the land, a human named Molly.

Merrin has never been to Molly’s house; how can she visit when she is a mermaid, and has to stay underwater? But then comes the
night of the Mermaid Moon, when sea creatures can fly through the air! And this year, Merrin is finally old enough to join in.
Together, she and Molly visit the Mermaid Moon festival, eat ice cream, and ride on a swing in Molly’s garden. But trouble arises
when it is time for Merrin to leave. If she doesn’t get back home before the moon sets, the Mermaid Moon magic will disappear
from the earth forever...

In this magical picture book perfect for all young mermaid lovers, two best friends – one who lives on land, the other in the water –
share an exciting adventure on the night of the Mermaid Moon: the one time each year mermaids can leave the sea.

A dramatic picture book that makes every child's dream of being friends with a
mermaid come true!
Perfect for young children who are building new friendships, this is charming,
timeless and warm storytelling with kindness and adventure at its heart.
Praise for Margaret's Unicorn: "Children with a taste for the fantasy world who
wish for magical encounters should enjoy this sweet, gently told story with an old-
fashioned feel." Kirkus Reviews

Briony May Smith graduated from Falmouth University with a First Class degree in Illustration. Since then, she has been
shortlisted for the British Comic Awards and has been twice highly commended for the Macmillan Children’s Prize. She is the author-
illustrator of A Practical Present for Philippa Pheasant and Margaret's Unicorn and the illustrator of Tooth Fairy in Training and Witch in
Training, both written by Michelle Robinson. She is inspired by traditional fairy tales and folklore, and by the farm she lives on in
Devon. Find her online at brionymaysmith.com and on Twitter and Instagram as @BrionyMaySmith.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $16.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $18.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781529517040 

Age: 3 years + 

Format: 279mm x 229mm 

Extent: 40 pages 

Imprint: Walker 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



nce, there were two best friends.nce, there were two best friends.
One was from the sea – a mermaid named Merrin. One was from the sea – a mermaid named Merrin. 
And one was from the land – a human named Molly.And one was from the land – a human named Molly.
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Molly lived in Merporth, a little fishing village, where the houses 
were stacked around the harbour and the boats went up and down 
with the tide. She could see the sea from her bedroom window.with the tide. She could see the sea from her bedroom window.

Merrin lived in the harbour with her mum, Nerissa, 
who protected the cove from the wind and rain. She 
taught Merrin whale songs and storm charming to keep 
her safe. When the sun set, they fell asleep inside their 
mermaid cave carved into the harbour wall.
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Every day after school, the girls would play together, Molly above the water and 
Merrin below.

They’d search for treasure in sea caves and ancient shipwrecks.
They’d surf the waves with the dolphins, and follow pods of whales as they glided They’d surf the waves with the dolphins, and follow pods of whales as they glided 

through the gloomy depths.

One afternoon, the girls watched excitedly as Merporth bustled with preparations. One afternoon, the girls watched excitedly as Merporth bustled with preparations. 
That night was the Mermaid Moon festival, and Merrin was finally old enough to join in! 
All the sea creatures would be able to swim through the air to explore the human world. 
Best of all, Merrin would see Molly’s house for the first time.

Molly skipped home for dinner. “Keep it real, baby seal!” she called. “See you 
tonight!”

“Farewell, seashell!” Merrin replied, diving below the water.
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books June 2024

The Magic Callaloo 
by Trish Cooke
illustrated by Sophie Bass

Brilliantly told and sumptuously illustrated, The Magic Callaloo is based on the fairy-tale "Rapunzel" and
inspired by stories of enslaved Africans.

By the celebrated author of So Much

"Master storyteller Trish Cooke is in top form with this vibrant story of community, magic, love and family
that's bursting with life and colour." Dapo Adeola

Long ago and far away, a magic callaloo plant grew in a village square. Whoever ate one of its leaves was granted a wish. But a
greedy selfish man wanted all the wishes for himself so he stole the callaloo. With only one leaf left, Mister and Missus, desperate
for a child, pluck it to make their dream come true. But the greedy man wants everything and he kidnaps their beloved daughter,
who will ultimately make the most remarkable escape. 
Trish Cooke says, “The Magic Callaloo pays homage to my ancestors and the roads they walked to freedom.”

Based on "Rapunzel" and inspired by the stories of enslaved Africans who used
the patterns in their cornrowed hair as maps to escape from their enslavers.
Set in a stunning, vibrantly imaginative Afro-Caribbean landscape.
Trish Cooke’s So Much, illustrated by Helen Oxenbury, won the 0–5 category of
the Nestle Smarties Book Prize, the WH Smith’s Under-Fives Book Prize and the
Kurt Maschler Award; it was Highly Commended for the Kate Greenaway Medal
and shortlisted for both the Sheffield Children’s Book Award and the
Nottinghamshire Children’s Book Award.
Sophie Bass is the illustrator of Windrush Child by John Agard.

Trish Cooke writes multi-racial children’s books, scripts for theatre, television, radio and film. She is also an actress. Her series of
inter-racial adaptations of children's fairy tales have been popular at the Theatre Royal Stratford East. Cinderella (2007) was the first
pantomime to be nominated for an Olivier Award. Trish lives in Bradford, West Yorkshire.

Sophie Bass draws inspiration from her mixed British and Trinidadian heritage and from music, social justice, mythology and
symbolism. She works by hand employing traditional techniques with gouache and pen to create contemporary images characterized
by strong figures, vivid colours and a distinctive style. Sophie lives and works in north London.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $27.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $29.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781529504880 

Age: 3 years + 

Format: 290mm x 210mm 

Extent: 32 pages 

Imprint: Walker 
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For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



ong, long ago, Somewhere, far, far away,
a large callaloo plant grew in the centre of a small village 

square. Its leaves were big and lush and green, and they 

spread out, wide and tall, like huge fingers reaching up 

to the sun. No one knew how the plant had got there; it just had 

always been. The villagers watered and nurtured the callaloo 

plant and as they did so, more leaves grew. The more they loved 

and looked after the plant, the more it flourished. For this was no 

ordinary callaloo plant – this plant was magical. When a villager this plant was magical. When a villager this

ate one of its leaves and made a wish, their wish came true. 

The villagers had everything they needed and everything 

they wanted. 

ong, long ago, Somewhere, far, far away,
a large callaloo plant grew in the centre of a small village 

square. Its leaves were big and lush and green, and they 

spread out, wide and tall, like huge fingers reaching up 

to the sun. No one knew how the plant had got there; it just had 

always been. The villagers watered and nurtured the callaloo 

plant and as they did so, more leaves grew. The more they loved 

and looked after the plant, the more it flourished. For this was no 

ordinary callaloo plant – 
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However, living in the village was a greedy, selfish man and 

he wanted more than everything. 

He wanted ALLALL. 

And he wanted ALL for himself. 

One day the greedy man decided to steal the plant so he 

could have all the wishes. He waited for night-time, then, when 

all the villagers were asleep, he crept into the village square 

and uprooted the plant. He plucked a leaf from the stalk, ate it 

immediately and made a wish.

“I wish to have this plant all to myself!” he said, clutching 

the callaloo tightly. And suddenly the wicked man found himself 

between Somewhere and Nowhere. 

Alone. 

Then, stuffing more leaves in his mouth, he said:  

“I wish for the biggest house with fancy ornaments!

“I wish for a huge farm on acres of land! 

“I wish for lots of farm animals – so many! THE MOST!!! 

“I wish for a barbed-wire fence to surround my land. 

“And I wish for dragons and snakes to guard my 

magic callaloo!”

And as he greedily ate more and more callaloo leaves, he 

wished for more and more things…
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And all his wishes were granted. 

He had the biggest house with fancy ornaments, a huge farm 

on acres of land, lots of farm animals – so many! THE MOST!!! 

And a barbed-wire fence surrounding his land with dragons and 

snakes guarding the callaloo and much, much more...  

The wicked man ate and wished and ate and wished until 

he had so many things, he could hardly move. He grew lazier 

and lazier and spent more and more days lying in his hammock, 

eating and drinking all the food and drink he wished for. So lazy 

was he that he didn’t water or nurture the callaloo.

And the plant got smaller and smaller as fewer and fewer 

leaves grew on it; soon, there was only one leaf left. 
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books June 2024

It's Time to Hush and Say Good Night 
by Chitra Soundar
illustrated by Sandhya Prabhat

A dream-ride of a bedtime book, inspired by ancient Indian lullabies.

Travel a lush dreamscape world as a father lulls his toddler towards sleep, weaving a quilt of dreams across the roaring seas and
through the inky night - and dealing with some big toddler emotions en route. Sumptuously illustrated by Sandhya Prabhat, and
infused with the spirit and flora and fauna of India.

Sure to become a classic early-years bedtime book.
A tender, lyrical paean to parent-infant bedtimes, infused with Indian culture.
Dazzlingly illustrated in an dreamscape palette by the award-winning Sandhya
Prabhat.

Chitra Soundar grew up in Chennai, India. An award-winning author of more than 40 books for children, she loves writing picture
books, fiction, non-fiction and verse. Chitra travels the world visiting schools and appearing at festivals to bring Indian stories to
children everywhere. Chitra is the holder of two prestigious Junior Library Guild gold medals in the US. She lives in south east
London. www.chitrasoundar.com

Sandhya Prabhat is an award-winning illustrator and animator residing in California, originally from Chennai, India. She has
illustrated many picture books, including I Am Brown; Namaste is a Greeting; Usha and the Big Digger; Ani's Light; and As Large as
Life. She has also designed/animated for clients like Microsoft, Google, Snapchat and Facebook. Her work can be seen on her
Instagram handle (@sandhyaprabhat).

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $27.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $29.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781529501759 

Age: 2 years + 

Format: 240mm x 270mm 

Extent: 32 pages 

Imprint: Walker 

Australian Distribution
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PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
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New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633
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From the jungles dark and deep,
I bring the quiet of birds asleep.

Count the stars that twinkle bright.
It’s time to hush and say good night. 
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Ink this night with tendrils blue, 
I’ll shush the whistling caves for you.

I lull the sways of winds that leap, 
to rock you until shadows sweep.
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CoCoC unt ththt e statat rsrsr ththt at twinini klelel brigigi ht.t.t
ItItI ’s timimi e to hushshs and sasas yaya good nigigi ht.t.t
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books June 2024

Be My Sunflower 
by Kathryn Simmonds
illustrated by Rosalind Beardshaw

A warm and reassuring picture book about finding your courage even when you'd rather play it safe.

The children are planting sunflowers at school and Carla gets given a seed called Vernon. All the other children's seeds are excited to
get out of the packet and start growing. Not Vernon. He knows about slugs, and birds, and thunderstorms. The world is scary.

Carla waters him lovingly, but Vernon is the only seed that doesn't grow into a seedling. "Safe and snug, snug and safe," mutters
Vernon, until he realizes how upset Carla is. Vernon understands that he needs to pluck up his courage, push himself out of the
ground, and face the world. He needs to do it for Carla. And as Vernon blossoms into a sunflower, he discovers that although the
world is not perfect, it can be ... wonderful.

An uplifting story about empathy, facing our fears and having the courage to
blossom.
Planting sunflowers is a familiar activity to children as it's taught at schools and
nurseries.
A powerful debut picture book by the award-winning poet, Kathryn Simmonds,
whose voice is simultaneously moving and funny.
Charming, adorable illustrations by Rosalind Beardshaw, winner of the
Sainsbury's Children's Picture Book Award and the Sheffield Baby Book Award.

Kathryn Simmonds is a writer of fiction and poetry. Her poetry collection Sunday at the Skin Launderette won the UK's Forward
Prize for Best First Collection, was shortlisted for the Costa Poetry Prize and longlisted for the Guardian First Book Award. Her short
stories have been published in magazines and broadcast on BBC Radio, and her first novel is called Love and Fallout. Kathryn is a
graduate of the Creative Writing MA at The University of East Anglia, and Be My Sunflower is her first picture book. She lives in
Norwich.

Rosalind Beardshaw has illustrated many books, including My Pet Star which won the Sainsbury's Children's Picture Book Award
and the Sheffield Baby Book Award. She has also illustrated Not That Pet! for Walker Books, as well as the award-winning Lulu series
and the National Trust's A Walk in the Countryside series. Rosalind grew up in Sheffield and now lives in York. Find her on Instagram
as @rosalindbeardshaw and on Twitter as @RosBeardshaw.
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Tomorrow the children Tomorrow the children T
would be planting sunflowers. 
Miss Okoro was getting 
everything ready.
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Vernon’s friends couldn’t wait 
to get out of the packet!

But Vernon 
wasn’t sure.

It’s grow 
time! 

Don’t be scared. 
The world is 
wonderful.

My moment 
to shine. 
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Vernon knew all about the world. 

He knew a surprising amount, 

for a seed. 

He knew about slugs. 

And birds. 

And thunderstorms. 

The world was scary. 
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books June 2024

Natterjack Toad Can't Believe It! 
by Sean Taylor
illustrated by Kathryn Durst

Will Natterjack Toad EVER get to eat his cookies? Or will he become a SNACK himself?

Do you have a favourite snack? One you've been thinking about all day, and just can't wait to tuck into? Well, our friend Natterjack
Toad has a packet of delicious chocolate-chunk crunchy-munch cookies and he can't wait to tuck in. So, he gets himself all nice and
comfortable, ready to savour every last chocolately bite – he reaches into the packet, he opens his mouth, and then ... Natterjack
Toad can't believe it! Every time he tries to eat his cookies, there's something in the way: a lanky heron, a frisky-whiskered weasel,
a scurrying vole – all on the lookout for a (toady) snack themselves. Will he ever be able to eat his chocolate-chunk crunchy-munch
cookies in peace?

This is a riotous read-aloud story with great turns of the page and hilarious
repetition that readers can join in with.
A hilarious new picture book from the award-winning author of Hoot Owl, Master
of Disguise, How to be Cooler than Cool, The Dream Train and A Brave Bear.
Sean's text will be accompanied by art from the acclaimed illustrator of Paul
McCartney's Hey Grandude and Grandude's Green Submarine.

Sean Taylor has written more than 40 books for young readers. These include picture books such as Hoot Owl, Master of Disguise,
I Want to Be in a Scary Story and How To Be Cooler Than Cool, all illustrated by Jean Jullien, A Brave Bear, illustrated by Emily
Hughes, Don't Call Me Choochie Pooh!, illustrated by Kate Hindley and The Dream Train, illustrated by Anuska Allepuz. He lives in
Bristol with his wife and two sons. Find Sean online at seantaylorstories.com and on Twitter as @seantstories.

Kathryn Durst is a children's book illustrator who has worked on Hey Grandude and Grandude's Green Submarine by Paul
McCartney, You're in Good Paws by Maureen Fergus and more. When she's not drawing, she lives in Canada with her grumpy mini
Dachshund named Chili Dog. Find Kathryn online at kathryndurst.com and on Twitter and Instagram as @kathryndurst.
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Natterjack Toad is smiling. 

He’s happy to be alive!

The sky is blue. The water sparkles with pleasure.

Far away, a dog barks. 

But Natterjack Toad doesn’t hear.

He’s hidden between lakeside reeds that sway 

in the breeze like friends on a climbing frame.

And what’s more…
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Natterjack Toad’s got a packet of 

CHOCOLATE-
CHUNK 
CRUNCHY-
MUNCH
COOKIES. 

And, as you know,

 CHOCOLATE-CHUNK CRUNCHY-MUNCH COOKIES 

TASTE TERRIFIC AND MAKE A MIGHTY CRUNCH!
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They’re mine! he thinks.They’re mine! he thinks.They’re mine!

He opens his mouth.

His tongue’s at the ready.

Then…

And this hidey-hole 

is just the place

 for munching one up. YUMMY! 

YUM YUM YUM!

So he takes a cookie.                              
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books June 2024

A Cedric and Boo Book: Two Birthdays 
by Tim Hopgood
illustrated by Tim Hopgood

A delightful story of two new animal characters celebrating their birthdays together, brought to life by
award-winning author-illustrator Tim Hopgood's joyful, glowing art.

Meet the lively duo of Boo the elephant and Cedric the crocodile. It's Boo's birthday and his best friend Cedric makes sure that it is
special. With cards and presents and marshmallows and ice cream, it's a celebration to remember! 
A couple of weeks later, it's Cedric's birthday. But where is his best friend Boo? Boo has forgotten all about Cedric's birthday! But it's
never too late to throw a party for your best friend and make them feel special...

The first book in a stand-out new series featuring two fantastic characters by
award-winning picture book creator Tim Hopgood.
A heart-warming story about friendship and enjoying special days together which
is also perfect for promoting empathy.
The ideal gift for children attending their first birthday party as the book
celebrates the magic and fun of birthdays as well as teaches children about the
birthday traditions that make this day so special.

Tim Hopgood is an award-winning picture book author and illustrator. His work has been shortlisted for the Red House Children's
Book of the Year Award and the British Book Design Awards. Tim won the BookTrust Early Years Award for Best Emerging Illustrator
for Here Comes Frankie!, which was also nominated for the Kate Greenaway Medal. Tim has also illustrated What a Wonderful
World, a picture book version of the song made famous by Louis Armstrong. As a freelance illustrator, Tim’s work has appeared in
Tatler Magazine, Harpers & Queen, GQ and Joyce. Other clients include The National Portrait Gallery, The Royal Court Theatre, Kyle
Cathie Publishers, Quadrille Publishing and the Middlesbrough Institute of Modern Art. Tim lives in North Yorkshire.
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Boo received lots 

of lovely cards.

The biggest was 

from his best friend,

Cedric.

Today was a 

special day. 
It was 

Boo’s birthday.
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It was the longest scarf Boo had ever seen!Cedric had also knitte
d Boo

a
sc

ar
f.
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As a treat, 

Cedric and Boo

had ice cream

for tea.

“I’ve had the best birthday ever,”  

          said Boo.
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books June 2024

Luigi, the Spider Who Wanted to Be a
Kitten 
by Michelle Knudsen
illustrated by Kevin Hawkes

The New York Times bestselling and award-winning creators behind Library Lion deliver a warm (and
delightfully fuzzy) storybook, another classic in the making, marked by humour and depth, endearing
characters and the assurance that the right people will accept and adore us, unconditionally, just as we are.

On a street of old houses, a big hairy spider is searching for a home with dark corners to hide in. But when he wakes up, he finds a
hand reaching for him, and a lady proclaiming that she has always wanted a kitten – and will name him Luigi! At first, a somewhat
puzzled Luigi, used to being left alone to creep and dangle and spin webs, resists her kind advances. But soon, tasty breakfasts and
getting tucked into bed (no one’s ever wished him good night before) have him thinking that kittens surely live magical lives. I will
be a kitten! he decides. But how long can he keep up his façade, and what might be at stake in pretending to be someone you’re
not?

A brand new picture book from author Michelle Knudsen and artist Kevin Hawkes,
the creators of the international bestseller and backlist classic, Library Lion.
A warm and gently funny story about being accepted by those you love for being
exactly who you truly are.
Library Lion has sold more than half a million copies in the US and Canada and
has been translated into 15 different languages in editions around the world.

Michelle Knudsen is the New York Times bestselling author of Library Lion, illustrated by Kevin Hawkes; Argus, illustrated by
Andrea Wesson; Big Mean Mike, illustrated by Scott Magoon; and Marilyn’s Monster, illustrated by Matt Phelan, as well as the Trelian
middle-grade fantasy trilogy and the Evil Librarian YA fiction trilogy. She lives in Brooklyn, USA, and is terrified of spiders. Find her
online at michelleknudsen.com and on Instagram @michelle.knudsen and Twitter @michelleknudsen.

Kevin Hawkes is the award-winning illustrator of more than fifty acclaimed picture books, including the New York Times
bestselling Library Lion by Michelle Knudsen, Me, All Alone at the End of the World by M. T. Anderson, The Librarian Who Measured
the Earth by Kathryn Lasky, and Sidewalk Circus and Weslandia by Paul Fleischman. He is also the acclaimed author-illustrator of
both picture books and chapter books. Kevin Hawkes lives in Maine, USA. Find him online at kevinhawkes.com and on Instagram
@kevinhawkesofficial.
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A big, hairy spider was looking for a home.  

He came upon an old house – one that was sure  

to have some nice dark corners to hide in.

©
 
C o p y r i g h t e d

 
m a t e r i a l

 
p r o v i d e d

 
b y

 
C a n d l e w i c k .

 
N o

 
d i s t r i b u t i o n .

 
M a y

 
n o t

 
b e

 
f i n a l . ©

 
C o p y r i g h t e d

 
m a t e r i a l

 
p r o v i d e d

 
b y

 
C a n d l e w i c k .

 
N o

 
d i s t r i b u t i o n .

 
M a y

 
n o t

 
b e

 
f i n a l .



Inside, he found an old sofa with a perfect dark space underneath. 

He dressed it up with a few quick strands of spider silk and went  

to sleep.

©
 
C o p y r i g h t e d

 
m a t e r i a l

 
p r o v i d e d

 
b y

 
C a n d l e w i c k .

 
N o

 
d i s t r i b u t i o n .

 
M a y

 
n o t

 
b e

 
f i n a l . ©

 
C o p y r i g h t e d

 
m a t e r i a l

 
p r o v i d e d

 
b y

 
C a n d l e w i c k .

 
N o

 
d i s t r i b u t i o n .

 
M a y

 
n o t

 
b e

 
f i n a l .



The next morning, he woke as a hand brushed against him.

“What’s this?” asked a voice. “It feels like a kitten! I have always 

wanted a kitten.”

Gently, he was lifted out into bright, streaming sunlight. 

The hand and the voice belonged to a lady. She held the spider  

up and looked at him closely. 

“Why, hello,” she said. “Welcome to my house! You are a very  

unusual-looking kitten. I will call you Luigi.”

The spider was confused. He was pretty sure his name was  

not Luigi. And he was very sure that he was not a kitten.

“Are you hungry, Luigi?” the lady asked. “Let’s get you some breakfast!”

She carried him into the kitchen.
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books June 2024

Smelly Peggy 
by Helen Stephens
illustrated by Helen Stephens

From the creator of the How to Hide a Lion series, Helen Stephens, comes a hilarious, warm-hearted ode to
pets.

This is a book about a very real life, very naughty dog called Peggy. Peggy loves to leap on the bed in the morning, sticking her
hairy bottom in Dad’s face. Peggy that loves to roll around on everything stinky and smelly she can find: stinky seaweed; soggy,
washed-up old wellies; and worst of all? POOP! And that’s not even the naughtiest thing she does… Do you think her family loves
her anyway? Well, look at that little face – how could they not? A happy, big-hearted celebration about our much-cherished dog
members of the family, despite their messy, noisy and very (very) smelly flaws.

A hilarious new picture book from the acclaimed creator of the How to Hide a
Lion series, translated into over 25 languages.
Dogs may be adorable and cute, but they also have a tendency to create chaos
wherever they go! Helen Stephens shows this young family's first experience of
the ups and downs of pet ownership with humour and heart.
Written about her own dog, Helen's fantastic read-aloud, join-in book in her warm
and colourful signature style shows children that they are always loved, no matter
what.

Helen Stephens is an author, illustrator and picture book maker. She created the How To Hide a Lion series and many more
books for children, including Fleabag and The Night Iceberg. Her books can be read in over 25 languages and have been selected as
"Book of the Year" in The Guardian and The Times. Her work has featured in The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times and
Uppercase Magazine. Helen lives with her family and their very own Smelly Peggy near the Scottish borders in Berwick. Find Helen
online at helenstephens.com, on Twitter as @stephens_helen and on Instagram as @helenstephenslion.
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Hello, I’m Pie.

This is my doggie, Peggy. 
She is a rescue dog and when 
we first got her she was scared.

I had to feed her from my hand.

She has a little curly tail 
that’s hard to find.
Can you see it?

What do you think of her?
Do you think she looks nice? 
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Well, she’s not. 
She’s naughty. 
You won’t believe it when I tell you 
all the ways she is a very cheeky dog. 

Are you ready? 
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Here is a naughty thing she does:
early in the morning, 
when everyone’s asleep, 
Peggy jumps onto my bed and 
gives me a big LICK. 
 (That’s not even the naughty bit.)

Then she runs as fast as she can 
into Mum and Dad’s room… 
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books June 2024

The Night Whale 
by Bryher Mackenzie
illustrated by Gillian Eilidh O’Mara

And I know then what the Night Whale is saying. I understand. "Anything is possible."

A grandmother and grandchild look out for the Night Whale, a magical sky creature last seen when Nana was a child herself. The
story transports the reader off to a world of wonder and beauty, as they soar over cities and landscapes on the back of the Night
Whale, far away from home and back again. 

This is a beautifully lyrical and stunningly illustrated picture book about adventures and moving on, helping children to come to terms
with saying goodbye, and the majestic Night Whale's reassuring message is that anything is possible.

In this magical, epic adventure, a grandmother and grandchild encounter the
mythical Night Whale, and travel around the world on its back.
Explores the special bond between grandparent and grandchild, tenderly looking
at the moments we will treasure forever.
A beautifully lyrical and open-ended story about shared adventures and moving
on, helping children come to terms with saying goodbye.
Gillian's dreamy, atmospheric illustrations are brilliant companions to Bryher's
poetic debut text.

Bryher Mackenzie is a collector of words and supervisor of lunches. When they are not tying laces, zipping zips or debating the
tastiest flavours of popcorn, Bryher can usually be found where picture books are. Bryher likes to read and write stories with big
feelings, and the Night Whale is their debut picture book. Bryher lives in Shropshire, and their Instagram is @bryherandherbooks.

Gillan Eilidh O'Mara is the illustrator of a number of picture books, but The Night Whale is her first one in this scenic, atmospheric
style. In addition to illustrating, Gillian has co-founded and grown several social ventures including a poetry festival, children’s
literacy projects, charity building projects in India and a fine tea company supporting girls' education. Gillian was born and raised in
Scotland, and now lives in County Durham with her two daughters. Find her online at gilliangamble.co.uk, on Twitter as @gillgamble
and on Instagram as @gilliangambleartist.
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Nana wafts our blanket towards the sky,
swatting stars way up high. Our hill,

where Nana speaks of astronomy often,
and holds lessons fuelled by hot chocolate, 

biscuits and tales from 
many moons ago.

I wonder if those tales 
had really been true…
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It feels as if I have been waiting forever
for this night. Nana has been waiting longer.

So we study the sky hoping to catch 
a glimpse of her, a constellation of crumbs 
scattered in the wind.

Nana says, “Tonight, I have a feeling.”
Tracing patterns up above,
I feel it too, 

“She is coming …”
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The Night Whale.
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Illustrated Classics June 2024

A Midsummer Night's Dream 
by Shakespeare's Globe
illustrated by Jane Ray
retold by Georghia Ellinas

A captivating picture book retelling by Shakespeare's Globe for very young readers.

William Shakespeare’s comedy about four lovers' mishaps in an enchanted forest is unforgettably re-imagined by Shakespeare’s
Globe as a picture book for very young readers. With exquisite and detailed illustrations from the acclaimed artist Jane Ray, who has
been shortlisted for the Kate Greenaway Medal, this captivating retelling is a magical way to introduce children to one of the best-
loved works of the world’s greatest playwright.

The only picture book series on the market that retells a Shakespeare play in a
way suitable for very young readers.
The second book in a branded series from the Globe, in an exciting partnership
with Walker. The first was The Tempest.

Shakespeare’s Globe is inspired and informed by the unique historic playing conditions of two beautiful iconic theatres. Its
diverse programme of work harnesses the power of performance, cultivates intellectual curiosity and excites learning to make
Shakespeare accessible for all. Visit the theatre on the South Bank in London.

Georghia Ellinas, a former English teacher, has focused on working with teachers across the UK and the world for the last thirty
years. She has written several books about teaching Shakespeare, and in her role as Head of Learning at Shakespeare's Globe was
responsible for creating programmes to make Shakespeare accessible and relevant to children of all ages. She lives in the south of
England.

Jane Ray has illustrated over 60 children's books, working with bestselling authors such as Michael Rosen, Carol Ann Duffy and
Kevin Crossley-Holland. Jane was the IBBY UK Illustrator nominee for the Hans Christian Andersen Awards in 2018, and has been
shortlisted six times for the Kate Greenaway Award. She has also produced work for the Royal Opera House, Liberty Art Fabrics,
Amnesty International and Polka Children's Theatres. Jane lives in London, N10.
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The people of Athens were excited about the royal wedding: 

Duke Theseus was soon to marry Queen Hippolyta. But there 

was a commotion because a young noblewoman, Hermia, was 

defying her father by refusing to marry Demetrius. She wanted 

to marry Lysander, but her father didn’t like him. Theseus ruled 

that if Hermia didn’t do what her father wanted, she would be 

locked away in a convent for the rest of her life.

My name is Robin Goodfellow, but everyone calls me Puck. 

I am a sprite and I love making myself invisible to play tricks on 

fairies – and sometimes mortals, like you! As I merrily wander, I see 

all that is happening in my enchanted forest and nearby Athens.
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Oberon and Titania are the King and Queen of the fairies. 

It’s bad when they fight because we all suffer, including 

the mortals. It rains too much, the sun does not shine and the 

crops do not grow. I think their disagreement will also make 

more work for me. My master always gets his own way!

There was also trouble in the Fairy Kingdom because my 

master, Oberon, had an unexpected meeting with his wife, 

Titania. She refused to give Oberon a little prince, whom she 

had adopted and adored. He said he wouldn’t speak to her 

until she gave up the boy. I think Oberon was a bit jealous!
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 Under the cover of darkness, Hermia and Lysander 

stole away from Athens and entered my forest. They 

had run away so that they could get married. Helena, 

Hermia’s best friend, told Demetrius their secret. He was 

determined to win Hermia back, so he followed them.

To add to the confusion, Helena was following 

Demetrius because she adored him. But he did not 

adore her. Hermia and Lysander did not know 

they had been followed. And no one knew that 

we fairies were watching them!
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books June 2024

Dream Submarine 
by Charlotte Gunnufson
illustrated by Cleonique Hilsaca

Climb aboard the Dream Submarine and set your course for an eveningtide lullaby in this illustrated,
illuminating journey of maritime enchantment. 

Glide through the ocean with a young child in her cozy little submarine. See how marine animals brush their teeth, put on pajamas
(by shifting colors to better blend in), and tuck themselves into sponge beds. Dive between towers of slumbering whales and see
bioluminescent creatures paint galaxies in the abyss, then make a wish upon a sea star and let the Dream Submarine whisk you
away. Author Charlotte Gunnufson gently guides readers to sleep as she introduces them to a host of mesmerizing sea creatures,
while Cleonique Hilsaca’s colorful illustrations transform underwater environs into an imaginative dreamscape. Back matter features a
map of the Dream Submarine’s journey, a deeper dive into the ocean’s zones and animals, and resources for further exploration.

The titular Dream Submarine floats through the oceans and its creatures at a
dreamy pace, rocking young listeners gently to sleep, making this a winning
choice for bedtime storytime
This is Guided Meditation and Relaxation for young bedtime goers and
insomniacs
Every one of Cleonique Hilsaca's illustrations is poster-worthy. Her colors are deep
and rich, her shapes are soft and rounded, her main character is wavy-haired,
wide-eyed, and curious. A graphic stunner
A gentle current about conservation and preservation can be discerned if oceans
are your passion
Backmatter is comprised of a global map showing the Dream Submarine's voyage
and labeled with the major oceans and a few other key stops, a chart of the ocean
zones, more information about each marine creature encountered on the journey,
and suggestions for further explorations

Charlotte Gunnufson is a language arts teacher turned author. Her books include Halloween Hustle, illustrated by Kevan
Atteberry, and Prince and Pirate, illustrated by Mike Lowery. She cares deeply about young people and this old planet. She’s buoyed
up by a lovely line from ocean explorer Jacques Cousteau: “People protect what they love.” Charlotte Gunnufson lives in Iowa.

Cleonique Hilsaca is an illustrator whose work can be found in picture books, newspapers, magazines, board games, and
galleries. She is the illustrator of Rat Fair by Leah Rose Kessler and Thriving with Autism by Katie Cook as well as a contributing
illustrator to Warm Blood by Josh Tierney. Though her work is primarily digital, she can sometimes be found painting with
watercolors in the wild. Cleonique Hilsaca lives in Georgia.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $29.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $32.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781536224795 

Age: 3 years + 

Format: 235mm x 270mm 

Extent: 40 pages 

Imprint: Candlewick 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



Put your wishes in your pocket.

Brush off your sandy feet.

Open the hatch and climb down the ladder.

©
 
C o p y r i g h t e d

 
m a t e r i a l

 
p r o v i d e d

 
b y

 
C a n d l e w i c k .

 
N o

 
d i s t r i b u t i o n .

 
M a y

 
n o t

 
b e

 
f i n a l . ©

 
C o p y r i g h t e d

 
m a t e r i a l

 
p r o v i d e d

 
b y

 
C a n d l e w i c k .

 
N o

 
d i s t r i b u t i o n .

 
M a y

 
n o t

 
b e

 
f i n a l .



You’re right on time for a ride in the Dream Submarine.

It’s cozy inside, with a wide window so you can see what’s in the sea . . . 

boxfish,

batfish,

butterflyfish

rippling through the reef.

A ribbontail ray hides 

while sea turtles soar.
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Magical engines hum. 

Your journey begins in Zanzibar.

Eels yawwwwwn. 

Shrimp tiptoe in to clean

between sharp teeth.

Sweetlips and snappers line up 

to get their fins and faces scrubbed. 

Soapfish dawdle.
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books June 2024

The Wild Beastie: A Tale from the Isle of
Begg 
by Helen Kellock
illustrated by Helen Kellock

Meet Bumple and Little Mop: stars of a wild and wonderful new adventure from award-winning author and
artist Helen Kellock.

A story about finding courage through friendship, set on an enchanted Scottish island. In a forgotten part of the sea, there lies the
Isle of Begg: its shores are wild and wonderful, with creatures of every kind... But there's one little creature, called Bumple, who has
no interest in the island's wonders; she'd much rather stay put in her cosy home patch. It's only when a mischievous little beastie
crash lands in her world that Bumple begins to realize – a little bit of wildness can be a LOT of fun!

From the award-winning author of Out to Sea, which was shortlisted for the
Waterstones Children's Book Prize.
Just like the charming world of the Moomins has its roots in Finland, the
imaginary Isle of the Begg takes inspiration from the Scottish coast and the Isle of
Skye.
Helen has delivered creative workshops for organizations including the Scottish
National Gallery, festivals including the Edinburgh Book Festival, and bookshops
including Golden Hare Books.
"There is a star in this beautiful book!" – Jessica Love, creator of Julian is a
Mermaid, on The Star in the Forest

Helen Kellock is a Scottish author and artist based in Glasgow, with a Masters in Illustration from the Glasgow School of Art. Her
previous books include The Star in the Forest, which won the Batsford Prize for Children’s Illustration, and Out to Sea which was
shortlisted for the Waterstones Children's Book Prize. She is also winner of the Moniack Mhor Writing for Children Award and the GSA
Chairman’s Medal for Design, and was selected as the inaugural Illustrator of the Year by Picture Hooks.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $27.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $29.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781529512915 

Age: 4 years + 

Format: 260mm x 215mm 

Extent: 32 pages 

Imprint: Walker 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



IT was the perfect day on the Isle of Begg 

and Bumple knew just how to spend it.

“’I’m going to play by the stream,” she said, 

as she guzzled up her breakfast.
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“Again?” said Mumma. “There’s a whole island to explore, little one.”

“But there are wild beasties!” said Bumple. “It’s MUCH too scary.”

And so, she went to the stream. Everything was perfect – until…

 A wild beastie landed 

right in front of Bumple!

E E E E K !
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“Who are you?” she squealed. “What do you want?”

“I’m Little Mop,” said the beastie, giggling. “This is my breakfast –” 

he gobbled an acorn in one gulp – “and now I’m ready to PLAY!”

“I’m playing with Peedie,” said Bumple shyly. “He’s my BEST toy.”

“Ohhh!” Little Mop’s eyes lit up. “Can I play with him too?”

“I suppose so…” said Bumple. “So long as you’re 

really really careful.”really careful.”really

But Little Mop wasn’t AT ALL careful 

… and with one wild push, Peedie went 

floating away.
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Novelty Books June 2024

Dive, Dive into the Night Sea 
by Thea Lu
illustrated by Thea Lu

Dive into the magical world of the night sea in this stunning lift-the-flap picture book.

From award-winning illustrator Thea Lu comes a uniquely stunning journey through the night sea. Swooping manta rays, vibrant
coral reefs and sleeping whales are just a few of the wonders waiting to be discovered in this eye-catching and atmospheric picture
book. Lift the flaps to uncover the secrets of the night sea and fascinating facts about the creatures that live there. What will you
discover?

A uniquely stunning narrative non-fiction book in an eye-catching limited palette.
Flaps lift to transform the illustrations and reveal fascinating information about the
creatures featured.
Thea Lu is the 2021 winner of the Sebastian Walker award. This is her debut
children's book.
A Walker Studio title.

Thea Lu is an award-winning picture book maker and illustrator. She spent most of her childhood playing in the sea, and has
carried this spirit of play into her illustration. When not working on books, she loves hiking, diving and anything else in nature. Thea
won the Sebastian Walker award in 2021. This is her first children's book. She lives in Shanghai.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $27.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $29.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781406349993 

Age: 6 years + 

Format: 200mm x 275mm 

Extent: 32 pages 

Imprint: Walker Studio 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
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The parrot�ish have just made their beds. 
Hello, good night!
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Dive, dive! 
Dive into the night sea. 

I shine my light and wait
to see who will come to me.
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June 2024 
Board Book
Books for Babies

 Giggles is a perfectly pitched interactive board book for
toddlers and pre-schoolers and invites them to laugh out loud,
again and again

 With bold, bright colours, fun rhyming text and an irresistibly
giggly rhythm, Giggles is sure to become a story time classic

 From a superstar team of creators, this is the follow-on title to
the award-winning Yawn, which has been described as "The
ultimate in interactive books“.

Giggles!
Sally Symes

Join in the fun in this contagiously funny and interactive board book!

Turn the pages of this super-sturdy board book to see who catches 
Gertie's giggles. Look into the peep-through holes and join a cast of 
chuckling characters!



Gertie’s got the

She’s found a funny book.
Guess who is giggling too.

A biscuit-baking …

g i ggl es
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g i ggl es
What a sticky mess!

Guess who is giggling too.
A fairy-tale …

Cook has got the
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g i ggl es
She has to kiss a frog!

Guess who is giggling too.
A bouncy puppy …

Princess has got the
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Books for Babies June 2024

Giggles! 
by Sally Symes
illustrated by Nick Sharratt

Get the giggles in this contagiously funny interactive board book!

Gertie's got the giggles,
She's found a funny book
Guess who is giggling too...

Turn the pages of this large, super-sturdy board book to see who catches Gertie's giggles. Look into the peep-through holes and
meet a whole cast of chuckling characters, brought to life with bold, bright colours and a shout-out-loud rhyming text. This is a
follow-on title to the award-winning Yawn that was described by the Sunday Telegraph as "The ultimate in interactive books".
Giggles is the perfect book to engage and entertain toddlers and pre-schoolers – will you get the giggles too?

Praise for Yawn: "A rescue remedy for exhausted parents everywhere." Amanda
Craig, The Times
Nick Sharratt has illustrated well over 200 books and is the current Writer–
Illustrator in Residence at BookTrust. He is also the proud recipient of a gold Blue
Peter Badge.

Sally Symes trained as a designer and has worked as a paper engineer before she started to write her own books. Nick and Sally
have worked together on the brilliant interactive Finger Wiggle board book series, Something Beginning with Blue; A Boot, a Hat,
Now Who Is That?; Whose Nose and Tail and Toes Are Those? and Yawn. www.sallysymes.com

Nick Sharratt is one of the best-loved and most popular author–illustrators working in the UK today. He has won many awards
for his work and is particularly well known for illustrating the books of Jacqueline Wilson. He has written and illustrated many of his
own books including What's in the Witch's Kitchen?, Once Upon a Time, Pirate Pete and The Foggy, Foggy Forest.
www.nicksharratt.com

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $15.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $17.99 

Binding: Board Book 

ISBN: 9781529507287 

Age: 0 years, 6 months + 

Format: 190mm x 171mm 

Extent: 24 pages 

Imprint: Walker 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



Fiction



An electrif
ying new gothic adventure An electrif
ying new gothic adventure fromfrom

multi-award-winning author Pádraig Ken

ny

multi-award-winning author Pádraig Ken

ny

• • Full of heart, humanity, friendship and acceptance, inspired by Full of heart, humanity, friendship and acceptance, inspired by 
beloved classic beloved classic FrankensteinFrankenstein

• • Supported bySupported by  book proofs, bookmarks, teacher notes, Better Reading book proofs, bookmarks, teacher notes, Better Reading 
Kids feature, publicity giveawaysKids feature, publicity giveaways and more and more

• • From the bestselling author of From the bestselling author of TinTin and  and The Monsters of RookhavenThe Monsters of Rookhaven, , 
and twice winner of the CBI Honour Award for Fictionand twice winner of the CBI Honour Award for Fiction

• • Ideal for fans of smart gothic adventures like Tim Burton’s Ideal for fans of smart gothic adventures like Tim Burton’s WednesdayWednesday  
to Neil Gaiman’s to Neil Gaiman’s The Graveyard BookThe Graveyard Book to Lemony Snicket’s    to Lemony Snicket’s   

Series of Unfortunate EventsSeries of Unfortunate Events
9781529517781
PAPERBACK

“Stitch led me to write about a hero whose heroism “Stitch led me to write about a hero whose heroism 
is grounded in his imagination and empathy … I want is grounded in his imagination and empathy … I want 

readers to take to Stitch as much as I did … I want them readers to take to Stitch as much as I did … I want them 
to see through his eyes and have an adventure along the to see through his eyes and have an adventure along the 

way. I hope everyone enjoys the time they spend with way. I hope everyone enjoys the time they spend with 
Stitch and Henry.”Stitch and Henry.”
- Pádraig Kenny- Pádraig Kenny



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction June 2024

Stitch 
by Pádraig Kenny

A compelling, atmospheric Frankenstein-inspired adventure by an award-winning Irish author.

Stitch and his friend Henry Oaf were brought to life by the genius Professor Hardacre. But when his wicked nephew takes over the
laboratory, they soon discover that his sights are set on Henry as his next experiment. 

Can Stitch and Henry escape his clutches and make their way in a world they were never built for – and may only ever see them as
monsters?

Literary yet accessible, warm-hearted yet chillingly gothic, this beautiful short novel explores themes of life and death, friendship
and acceptance – all through a page-turning adventure about what it means to be human.

From the bestselling author of Tin and The Monsters of Rookhaven – and twice
winner of the CBI Honour Award for Fiction.
Explores themes of humanity, friendship and acceptance through a compelling
literary adventure.
Ideal for fans of smart gothic adventure, from Tim Burton's Wednesday to Neil
Gaiman's The Graveyard Book to Lemony Snicket's Series of Unfortunate Events.
Cover and chapter head illustrations by multi-award-winning Irish illustrator,
Steve McCarthy.
"A thrilling gothic adventure, brimming with heart and bursting with big questions.
I loved it." – Lucy Strange

Pádraig Kenny is an Irish writer from County Kildare, now living in Limerick. Previously an arts journalist, a teacher and a
librarian's assistant, he now writes full-time. His first novel Tin and recent The Monsters of Rookhaven were both Waterstones Books
of the Month. He has twice won the Children's Books Ireland Honour Award for Fiction, has been nominated for the Carnegie Medal
and shortlisted for the Irish Book Awards. This is his first book for Walker.

Steve McCarthy is an Irish designer and illustrator. Steve’s first picture book, The Wilderness, won the Honour Award for
Illustration at the Children’s Books Ireland Awards. His poetry anthology with Sarah Webb, A Sailor Went to Sea, Sea, Sea, was the
2017 Children’s Book of the Year at the Irish Book Awards.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $16.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $18.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781529517781 

Age: 9 years + 

Format: 198mm x 129mm 

Extent: 208 pages 

Imprint: Walker 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



9781760658588 PAPERBACK

DR DOLITTLE MEETS NANCY DREW IN THIS HEARTWARMING MIDDLE GRADE TALE OF A GIRL 
WHO LEARNS SHE CAN SPEAK TO DOGS ... AND THEY CAN SPEAK TO HER!

Eleven-year-old Maddy feels like she doesn’t fit in with her talented and 
ambitious family. She would rather spend time with her pug, Gusto, than 

accumulate trophies.
When Gusto disappears and Maddy is bitten by an Irish wolfhound, she 

realises she can communicate with dogs.
When more and more dogs go missing, Maddy realises something 

strange is happening in the neighbourhood…

OPTIONED FOR FILM BY NORTHERN PICTURES!

COLLABORATIVE ACTIVITY WITH THE FILM COMPANY

KIDS’ MAGAZINE PROMOTION

BOOKMARK AND AUTHOR PROMOTION

BOOK PROOFS AVAILABLE

MARKETING



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction - Illustrated Middle-grade June 2024

Queen of Dogs 
by Joe Weatherstone

Dr Doolittle meets Nancy Drew in this heartwarming tale of a girl who learns she can speak to dogs ... and
they can speak to her!

Eleven-year-old Maddy feels like she doesn’t fit in with her family. She would rather spend time with her pug, Gusto, than
accumulate trophies.

When Gusto disappears and Maddy is bitten by an Irish wolfhound, she realises she has the best talent of all. She can communicate
with dogs! Maddy quickly becomes the go-to person for all the dogs' worries. But when more and more dogs go missing, Maddy
realises something strange is happening in the neighbourhood. 

Maddy and her new friends set out on an adventure to find her beloved Gusto and hopefully solve the mystery of the missing dogs.

Has been optioned for film through Northern Pictures
Author is an accomplished producer of many Australian movies and TV shows
Perfect for readers who love dogs and wish they could talk to them!
Perfect for readers who feel like they don't fit in or want to build self-confidence

Joe Weatherstone is a Creative Producer whose work includes the Oscar-nominated Inja, the International Emmy-winning kid’s
series Hardball, the Logie-winning cult show Housos and the critically acclaimed film Killing Ground (Sundance official selection). She
has written several drama television concepts which are currently in development internationally. She lives in Sydney with her two
children and her two dogs.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $16.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $18.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781760658588 

Age: 9 years + 

Format: 198mm x 129mm 

Extent: 288 pages 

Imprint: Walker Books Australia 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



June 2024 
Paperback
Fiction

 The Letter for the King meets The Incredible Journey 

 For fans of The Last Bear, When the Sky Falls, I, Cosmo and War Horse

 Set in an imaginary Britain, an unnamed time period, so no historical
reference points needed

 Ross Montgomery is a beloved and award winning story teller and
author of over 20 books for children

I Am Rebel
Ross Montgomery

A heart-warming middle grade adventure about the unbreakable 
bond between a dog and his human.

Rebel is a good dog, and he loves his simple life on the farm with his 
owner Tom. But when the war comes too close, Tom is determined to join 
the rebellion to defeat the king’s men, while Rebel must bring Tom home 
before it’s too late.



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction June 2024

I Am Rebel 
by Ross Montgomery

A heart-warming MG adventure about the unbreakable bond between a dog and his human from a beloved
and twice Costa-shortlisted author.

“One of our finest children’s writers.” Phil Earle

“I’m Tom’s dog, and he’s my human. We belong to each other.” Rebel is a good dog, and he loves his simple, perfect life on the
farm with his owner Tom – until one day the war comes too close… Now Tom is determined to join the rebellion to defeat the king’s
men. But Rebel knows war is dangerous, and he will stop at nothing to save the human he loves. Rebel must bring Tom home
before it’s too late.

The Letter for the King meets The Incredible Journey. For fans of The Last Bear,
When the Sky Falls, I, Cosmo and War Horse.
“A master storyteller.” Aisling Fowler
"Ross Montgomery is a true master of storytelling." Jenny Pearson
“Ross Montgomery is a singular talent in writing brave and magical adventures."
Katya Balen
Set in an imaginary Britain, an unnamed time period, so no historical reference
points needed.

Ross Montgomery started writing stories as a teenager, when he should have been doing homework, and continued doing so at
university. His debut novel, Alex, the Dog and the Unopenable Door, was shortlisted for the Costa Children's Book of the Year and
Branford Boase Award. It was also selected as one of the Sunday Times' "Top 100 Modern Children's Classics". His books have also
been nominated for the CILIP Carnegie Award, while his picture book Space Tortoise was nominated for the Kate Greenaway Award
and included in the Guardian's Best New Children's Books. The Midnight Guardians, Ross's first fiction novel with Walker Books, was
selected as a Waterstones Children's Book of the Month and is garnering huge praise. He lives in south-east London with his wife
and their cat, Fun Bobby.
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June 2024 
Paperback
Fiction

• From the bestselling author of the Chaos Walking trilogy comes a timely and
important story about inclusivity, prejudice and male friendship told with an
authentic voice and a touch of humour

• YA LGBTQ+ novel exploring male romantic relationships and male friendships,
loneliness, intimacy, finding unexpected support and heart-ripping betrayal

• Innovative use of black bars within the text creates a hidden story for readers to
explore and black and white illustrations by Tea Bendix create an interesting
visual narrative throughout

Different For Boys
Patrick Ness

Ant Stevenson has many questions, like when did he stop being a virgin? 
Are there degrees of virginity? And is it different for boys? Now available in 
paperback with a new cover.

Award-winning and bestselling author Patrick Ness explores teen sexuality, friendship, and 
romance with a deft hand in this structurally daring, illustrated short novel.

9781760651039 9781839133374 9781839132957 97815295099919781529509496

Other Pride 
Titles:

9781406378696



©2023
 
Copyrighted

 
Material

 
provided

 
by

 
Walker

 
Books.

 
Not

 
for

 
distribution

 
or

 
sale

 
(Final) ©2023

 
Copyrighted

 
Material

 
provided

 
by

 
Walker

 
Books.

 
Not

 
for

 
distribution

 
or

 
sale

 
(Final)



And so I answer him.

“Yeah,” I say. “Okay.”
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction June 2024

Different for Boys 
by Patrick Ness
illustrated by Tea Bendix

A poignant and moving LGBTQ+ story that explores sexuality and masculinity with a touch of humour, by
twice Carnegie Medal-winner and bestselling author Patrick Ness.

Ant Stevenson has many questions, like when did he stop being a virgin? Are there degrees of virginity? And is it different for boys?
Especially for boys who like boys? Ant tries to figure out the answers to his questions as he balances his relationships with three very
different boys: Charlie, who is both virulently homophobic and yet close friends with Ant; Jack, whose camp behaviour makes him
the target of Charlie's rage; and finally Freddie, who just wants Ant to try out for the rugby team. From the bestselling author of the
Chaos Walking trilogy comes a timely and important story about inclusivity, prejudice and friendship.

An exciting YA novel from twice Carnegie Medal-winner and bestselling author
Patrick Ness.
A timely LGBTQ+ story about sexuality and prejudice, and finding support in
unexpected places.
Meticulously explores both male romantic relationships and male friendships.
Features black and white illustrations throughout.
The innovative use of black bars in the text creates a hidden story for the reader
to explore.

Patrick Ness is the award-winning and bestselling author of the Chaos Walking trilogy, which inspired a major motion picture. He
is also the author of critically acclaimed novels A Monster Calls, More Than This, Release, The Rest of Us Just Live Here, And the
Ocean Was Our Sky and Burn. He has won every major prize in children’s fiction, including the Carnegie Medal twice. He has also
written the screenplay for the film version of A Monster Calls and Class, the BBC Doctor Who drama.

Tea Bendix is a Danish illustrator, author, graphic designer and live drawing performer, based in Copenhagen. She graduated from
the Danish School of Design and works across different media, including picture books, non-fiction, apps, children’s radio and
drawings for TV.
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books June 2024

Grandad's Pride 
by Harry Woodgate
illustrated by Harry Woodgate

Grandad and Milly learn about Pride and the power of community in this touching and vibrant sequel to
Waterstones Prize and Nibbies Children's Illustrated Book of the Year Grandad's Camper.

The highly-anticipated sequel to Waterstones Prize-winning and British Book Awards Children's Illustrated Book of the Year Grandad's
Camper celebrates the power of community and the importance of LGBTQIA+ history.

Milly can't wait to spend a summer at Grandad's cottage by the sea, and is even more excited when she discovers Grandad and
Gramps’ Pride flag in the attic. Grandad insists he's too old to go to the London celebrations, especially now Gramps isn’t around any
more, but Milly has an idea to get the local community together and bring Pride to Grandad . . .

Praise for Grandad’s Camper, an ALA Stonewall Book and winner of the Waterstones Children’s Book Award and the British Book
Awards Children's Illustrated Book of the Year 2023:
‘A book to treasure … an utter delight’ David Walliams
‘A colour-flooded riot of memory ... beautiful ‘ GUARDIAN
‘Full of warmth, colour and joy’ BOOKTRUST
‘An instant classic’ DOWN THE RABBIT HOLE

Sequel to the highly acclaimed Waterstones Children's Book Award Winner and
British Book Awards 'Nibbies' Children’s Illustrated Book of the Year 2023 and ALA
Stonewall Book, Grandad's Camper.
Children will learn about the meaning and importance of Pride as Milly hosts her
own Pride event to celebrate her grandfather.
A touching and joyous picture book, now in paperback, that celebrates love and
community.
Beautiful follow-up to Grandad’s Camper, filled with heart and purpose - Families,
Top Children's Book Picks for 2023

Harry Woodgate (they/them) is a multi-award-winning author and illustrator, whose debut picture book Grandad’s Camper won
the British Book Awards Nibbie for Children's Illustrated Book of the Year and the Waterstones Children’s Book Prize, was shortlisted
for the Polari Prize, and named as an ALA Stonewall Honor Book. It was inspired by their university dissertation, which revealed a
lack of representation for older LGBTQIA+ characters in children’s books. Their work has also been shortlisted for the V&A Illustration
Awards, and the Folio Society Book Illustration Competition twice. When they’re not creating amazing books, they love writing
music, cycling, baking, and exploring independent coffee shops and bookstores.
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While Mum and Dad unpack, 
Gilbert and I go adventuring. 

Every summer I go to stay at my Grandad’s 
house by the sea. There are lots of fun things 
to do, like feeding Grandad’s 
chickens or going to the beach 
in his camper van. 

Gilbert loves adventures. Especially if they involve chickens or walkies.



Together, we build a pirate fort in Grandad’s 
attic room and search for hidden treasure.

What’s this? It will make the 
perfect sail for our ship!

“Milly, dinner’s ready!” calls 
Grandad. “Aha, I see you’ve 
found my old Pride flag.” 



“What’s Pride?” I ask.
“Pride is like a giant party where we celebrate 
the wonderful diversity of our communities,

and share the message that everyone should be treated 
with equality and respect – no matter who they love 
or what gender they are.”



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction - First Readers June 2024

The World of Emily Windsnap: Dolphin
Rescue 
by Liz Kessler
illustrated by Joanie Stone

Swim with the dolphins and cheer for the protection of sea mammals in this early-reader adventure inspired
by the New York Times best-selling Emily Windsnap series.

Best mer-friends Emily, Shona, and Aaron are wandering the ocean in search of something to do when they see a boat advertising
“attractions” at a place called Sea Park. Finally, a great way to spend their day! But on their way to the boat, the trio pass a pair of
frantic dolphins caught in nets. Carefully, they set the animals free, only to have the dolphins repay the favor by blocking their way
to the boat. Could it be that Sea Park isn’t the fun destination they had hoped for—and that its attractions could involve captured
dolphins, or even mermaids? It’s a close call, and they’re all safe for now, but other animals might not be so lucky. How can the
mermaids and other sea creatures show the boat’s crew that sea animals should be playing free, not in a tank? With a crescendo of
leaps and flips, this fourth early-reader adventure starring Emily Windsnap and friends is sure to please fans of the series—and
champions of the ocean and its creatures.

Best friends Emily, Shona, and Aaron rescue dolphins from being used as
attractions at a local sea park
An engaging text that encourages readers to advocate for themselves and others
The fourth book in this early reader series will introduce the world of Emily
Windsnap to younger readers, based on the New York Times-bestselling middle-
grade series

Liz Kessler is the author of the best-selling Emily Windsnap series, the Philippa Fisher series, the novels North of Nowhere, A Year
Without Autumn, and Has Anyone Seen Jessica Jenkins?, and a series of early readers about Poppy the Pirate Dog. Liz Kessler lives
with her partner and their dog in England.

Joanie Stone spends her days painting in her studio in the country, surrounded by nature. She uses her background in animation
to bring life and movement to her characters. She was born and raised in Virginia, where she still lives with her husband and young
daughter.
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CHAPTER ONE

A Fun Boat

It was a beautiful day and Emily and 

Shona were swimming out to meet their 

friend Aaron. 

They saw a hand waving to them in 

the distance. 
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“There he is!” called Shona, and they 

swam over to join him.

“What should we do today?” asked 

Emily.

“How about exploring a shipwreck?” 

Aaron suggested.

Shona scrunched up her nose. “We did 

that last week! Maybe we could find some 

rocks to sit on and practice our singing,” 

she said.

Aaron frowned. “You haven’t heard 

my singing!” he said. 
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The three friends swam along until 

they noticed a boat in the distance. “What 

kind of boat is that?” Emily asked.

“It’s got something written on the side,” 

Shona said as they peered at the boat. 

“‘Sea Park. We have the best 

attractions!’” she read. “That sounds like 

exactly what we’ve been looking for!”

“Let’s go and check it out!” Emily 

replied.
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction June 2024

The Siren, the Song and the Spy 
by Maggie Tokuda-Hall

A diverse resistance force fights to topple an empire in this vibrant fantasy about freedom, identity and
decolonization.

By sinking a fleet of Imperial Warships, the Pirate Supreme and their resistance fighters have struck a massive blow against the
Emperor. Now allies from across the empire are readying themselves, hoping against hope to bring about the end of the conquerors’
rule and the rebirth of the Sea. But trust and truth are hard to come by in this complex world of mermaids, spies, warriors, and
aristocrats. Who will Genevieve – lavishly dressed but washed up, half dead, on the Wariuta island shore – turn out to be? Is warrior
Koa’s kindness towards her admirable, or is his sister Kaia’s sharp suspicion wiser? And back in the capital, will pirate-spy Alfie really
betray the Imperials who have shown him affection, especially when a duplicitous senator reveals xe would like nothing better?

Meanwhile, the Sea is losing more and more of herself as her daughters continue to be brutally hunted, and the Empire continues to
expand through profits made from their blood. The threads of time, a web of schemes, shifting loyalties, and blossoming identities
converge in this story of unlikely young allies trying to forge a new and better world.

The action-packed follow up to The Mermaid, the Witch and the Sea, Maggie
Tokuda-Hall’s first full-length novel.
This fantastic sequel introduces bold new characters, while continuing to explore
plot lines introduced in book one.
As in The Mermaid, the Witch and the Sea, gender identity is a theme throughout
the novel, which features multiple strong and diverse queer protagonists.
'Bloody, poetic, rich with pirate politics, captured mermaids and a witch who
wields the magic of stories, Tokuda-Hall’s debut is original, satisfying and
romantic – a swashbuckler with great imagination and emotional depth.' The
Guardian on The Mermaid, the Witch and the Sea

Maggie Tokuda-Hall has an MFA in creative writing from the University of San Francisco and a strong cake-decorating game. She
is the author of the young adult novel The Mermaid, the Witch and the Sea, an indie bestseller and recipient of the Northern
California Book Award in Children’s Literature, as well as the picture book Also an Octopus, illustrated by Benji Davies, which won a
Parents’ Choice Gold Award. Maggie Tokuda-Hall lives in Oakland, California, with her children, husband, and dog.
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction - Illustrated Middle-grade June 2024

Cress Watercress 
by Gregory Maguire
illustrated by David Litchfield

“When Maguire and illustrator Litchfield merge their creative geniuses, a spectacular woodland adventure
full of quirky animal characters emerges. . . . A story that will be beloved for years to come.” —School
Library Journal (starred review) 

Gregory Maguire turns his trademark wit and wisdom to an animal adventure about growing up, moving on, and finding community.
When Papa doesn’t return from a nocturnal honey-gathering expedition, Cress holds out hope, but her mother assumes the worst.
It’s a dangerous world for rabbits, after all. Mama moves what’s left of the Watercress family to the basement unit of the Broken
Arms, a run-down apartment oak with a menacing owl landlord, a nosy mouse super, a rowdy family of squirrels, and a pair of
songbirds who broadcast everyone’s business. Can a dead tree full of annoying neighbors, and no Papa, ever be home? In the
timeless spirit of E. B. White and The Wind in the Willows—yet thoroughly of its time—this read-aloud and read-alone gem for
animal lovers of all ages features an unforgettable cast that leaps off the page in glowing illustrations by David Litchfield. 

An anthropomorphized animal adventure in a classic mold, but with a modern
sensibility
A heartfelt showcase for Gregory Maguire’s trademark wit, wisdom, and whimsy
A tale of growing up, moving on, and finding home
Received 4 starred reviews (Kirkus, HB, PW, SLJ)

Gregory Maguire is the author of the incredibly popular books in the Wicked Years series, including Wicked: The Life and Times of
the Wicked Witch of the West, which inspired the musical. He is also the author of several books for children, including What-the-
Dickens, a New York Times bestseller, and Egg & Spoon, a New York Times Book Review Notable Children’s Book of the Year.
Gregory Maguire lives outside Boston.

David Litchfield started to draw when he was very young, creating comics for his older brother and sister. Since then his work
has appeared in magazines, newspapers, and books and on T-shirts. His first picture book, The Bear and the Piano, won the
Waterstones Children's Book Prize. He is also the illustrator of Rain Before Rainbows by Smriti Prasadam-Halls and War Is Over by
David Almond. David Litchfield lives in England.
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“Don’t fuss,” said Mama. “This is hard enough. Be a 

good little bunny for Mama.”

Kip threw himself in the middle of the empty warren. 

Gone now, the rag carpet that had made the oor soft. When 

Kip kicked, he hurt his feet. He cried harder. 

Mama put down the map, the parcels tied in string, the 

carryall, the valise full of carrots. She picked up her little 

Kip. Since the rocking chair was gone, too, she rocked on 

her heels. 

“Why won’t you settle down, cuddles?” asked Mama. “I 

don’t know what to do with you.”

“He wants his stuffed carrot,” said Cress.

“Want ROTTY,” said Kip.

“I must have packed it and sent it ahead,” said Mama. 

“No,” said Cress. “It’s stuck in the hood of his onesie. 

Look, Kip! Here’s your carrot.”

“ROTTY,” said Kip. There were more tears, and from 

more than one pair of eyes.

“And now we’re ready,” said Mama. Kip went into the 

snuggly. Cress grabbed Mama’s paw and held on tight. 

They left their home for the last time. No one bothered 

to lock the door or to look back at nobody waving goodbye.
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2
DINNER BY MOONLIGHT

The setting sun was a lumpy clementine in a net bag of 

string clouds. The air, so cool and damp. A few birds moaned 

in falling tones. “Where are we going?” asked Cress.

“You’ll see when we get there,” said Mama crisply.  

Cress knew that was the end of talking for now. 

Kip, sucking on the tip of his stuffed carrot, fell silent. 

But Cress thought she heard him murmur, “Papa?”

She couldn’t bring herself to say, “No Papa,” so she 

said, “Look, Kip. There’s a little broken circle in the sky.  

Mama, is that the moon?”

“You’ve seen the moon before,” said Mama. “You know 

the moon.”

“I don’t remember,” said Cress. “You never let me go 

out at night.”

They didn’t talk any more. The grass looked like dinner 

and then it tasted like dinner. Dinner by moonlight, thought 

Cress. Papa would love this.

Papa would have loved this. 

CN
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3
WHERE WE’RE GOING

Mama had lost her map.

On the other side of the water, the ducks slept. They 

were too far away to wake up for directions. 

Nearby, thorny branches tangled, a dark sword ght 

proled against cliffs of silvery moon-cloud.

The family froze when Monsieur Reynard came by 

with a mouthful of hen, but his jaws were busy. He couldn’t 

bother with Mama and her children tonight. 

“We made it,” said Cress as they hurried by, trying not 

to stare.

“Just luck,” said Mama. “The fox had already chosen 

his meal.”

“Do you think we should have helped that poor hen?” 

asked Cress.

“She was too dead, I’m afraid,” replied Mama.

“Oh.” Cress thought about it. “Did a fox get Papa?”

“Hush your lips!” Mama glanced at the baby. But Kip 

was asleep, dreaming of dipping carrots in honey. 

Mama put her paw on Cress’s shoulder. “We may never 

know what happened to Papa,” she said. “But here we are, 

and the forest is home to more than one fox. So we must take 

care. If only I hadn’t lost the map.” 

“Do you know where we’re going?” asked Cress.

“Of course I know where we’re going.” Mama paused 

to stroke her whiskers and look around. “I just don’t know 

the way.”

CN
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction June 2024

Where the Water Takes Us 
by Alan Barillaro
illustrated by Alan Barillaro

Debut author Alan Barillaro delivers a stirring story about a sensitive young girl who must face that
growing up means coming to terms with the things you cannot change – and taking responsibility for the
things you can.

Ava’s mum is about to have twins, and the pregnancy isn’t going well. All Ava wants to do is stay by her mother’s side, but instead,
she is sent away to stay with her grandparents. Normally, spending time at the lake with Nonna and Nonno is wonderful. But
everything is different now. While her mum’s hospital visits are getting serious back home, Ava grapples with anxiety. As summer
storms rock the island, electricity goes out at the cabin, and an annoyingly cheerful boy named Cody seems determined to pop up
everywhere she goes. Ava can’t be distracted from the feeling that something terrible is going to happen to her mum while she is
gone.

When a bird dies in front of her, Ava is sure it is a sign that she is cursed – the last thing she, or her family, needs. But if a curse has
been placed on her, there must a way to break it. So Ava makes a deal: If she can take care of two orphaned bird eggs, she will
have paid off her debt, and her family will be OK...

Set during one coastal island summer, a poignant and delicately psychological
middle-grade debut by Academy Award-winning writer and director Alan
Barillaro.
A coming of age story about a young girl who learns to confront her ever-present
anxiety and fears, rely on her own strength, and accept the friendship of a new
boy in her life.
Beautiful, full-colour artwork created by the author on the page borders also
functions as an animated flip book.

Alan Barillaro is the Academy Award-winning writer and director of the animated short film Piper and has been supervising
animator on many other popular theatrical releases, including The Incredibles, Incredibles 2, WALL-E and Brave. He began his career
in animation at the age of sixteen and spent more than twenty-five years at Pixar Animation Studios. Alan Barillaro lives in
Vancouver, Canada.
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Non-Fiction June 2024

Creative Crafting: A First Book of
Upcycling 
illustrated by Daniela Sosa

Sixteen simple step-by-step upcycling craft projects for young children.

Creative Crafting is an accessible introduction to upcycling for five- to nine-year-olds. With bright engaging illustrations and easy to
follow step-by-step instructions, there are sixteen fun projects that can be made from recycling and everyday items from around the
house. With quick and easy makes, such as bedroom bunting from cereal boxes and juggling balls using odd socks to more
complicated activities like tin can tea-lights and denim dog toys, there's something for every child.

Perfect for crafternoons, rainy days and holidays, give your recycling a new lease of life and turn it into something to treasure for
ever!

Follow-on title to Growing Green which was published in spring 2023.
Accessible and sustainable activities to keep young children entertained and
encourage environmental awareness.

Daniela Sosa is a graduate from the Cambridge School of Art MA in Children's Book Illustration. Originally from Romania, she now
lives in Cambridge. When Daniela is not illustrating, she enjoys nature walks, old pubs and crafty projects.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $27.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $29.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781529518344 

Age: 5 years + 

Format: 270mm x 245mm 

Extent: 32 pages 

Imprint: Walker 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
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bedroom
bunting

This is a really quick and easy 

way to brighten up any dark 

corners in your bedroom. 

•  Colourful paper – old 
    gift  wrap or pages from 
    comics work really well
•  Scissors
•  A hole punch
•  A length of ribbon or    
    string

YOU WILL NEED:

Cut your paper into long 

triangles. They don’t have 

to be perfect but try and 

make them the same size.

Space out the triangles 
so that they are a few 
centimetres apart.

Ask a grown-up to help you 
hang up the fi nished bunting 
in your bedroom. 

Thread your ribbon or 

string through the holes. 

When you have about 20 

triangles, use a hole punch 

to make holes in the two 

corners at each end of the 

short side of your triangle.

1

4

5

3

2

DIFFICULTY RATING

Really easy

HOW TO MAKE:

TOP TIP!
If you are using a page from your favourite comic, you can cut it in half lengthways, then cut diagonal lines along it, to make lots of triangles 

really quickly. 

6

SPARE SOCK 
JUGGLING 

BALLS

Repeat twice more with the other 
two socks, making sure that they 
are roughly the same weight.

Have you ever wanted to learn to juggle? 

This is your chance! Make your own juggling 

balls, then see if you can find an online 

tutorial to help you learn a new skill. This is 

also an excellent way to use up odd socks!

•  Three socks
•  Three handfuls of 
    uncooked rice or lentils

YOU WILL NEED:

Grab a handful of uncooked 

rice or lentils and drop it 

into the bottom of one of 

your socks.

Twist the open end of the 

sock tightly, as close to the 

rice or lentils as you can.

Fold the open end of the 

sock back over itself so 

that the opening is on the 

opposite side.

Twist it tightly again and turn 

it back on itself. You should 

now have a juggling ball.

1

5 4

2
3

DIFFICULTY RATING

Really easy

HOW TO MAKE:
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8 9

•  An old pillowcase
•  A felt-tip pen
•  Scissors

YOU WILL NEED:

Lay your pillowcase out on 
a fl at surface with the open 
end facing away from you.

Using scissors, cut 

along the lines.

Tie the two sides of your 
bag’s strap together in a 
really strong knot.

Roll it up, secure with an elastic 
band and keep it handy for the 
next time you go shopping. 

Mirror this on the opposite 

side. (You should be able to 

see the bag taking shape.)

Get your felt-tip pen and draw 
a big L on the left-hand side, 
starting at the open end and 
fi nishing halfway down.

1 2 3

6 5
4

pillowcase 
shopping bag

We are all trying to use less plastic, and 

remembering to take your own bag when you go 

shopping makes a big difference. You might find 

that there is an old pillowcase at home that you 

can use (make sure that you ask a grown-up first), 

but if not, you can find them in most charity shops. 

DIFFICULTY RATING

Really easy

HOW TO MAKE:
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10 11

double-sided 
door sign

Sometimes we all need a bit of peace and 

quiet, and this sign is the perfect way of 

letting your family know that you need a 

bit of alone time. Or to welcome them in! 

Choose your own words – it’s up to you…

Using an old cereal box, 

cut out two rectangles 

25 cm x 10 cm.

Stick them together with the 
coloured sides on the inside 
– this will make it easier to 
decorate later.

Leave a gap of about 3 cm 
from the top, then draw a 
circle with a diameter of 
approximately 6 cm.

Draw a line from the right-
hand edge to the right-hand 
side of your circle.

Use paints and pencils to 
decorate the hanger. Then 
write a message on each 
side of your door hanger. 

Cut along that line and then cut 

out the circle so that you end up 

with something that looks like this.

63
421 5

•  An old cereal box
•  Scissors
•  Glue 
•  Paints and a paintbrush
•  Colouring pencils

YOU WILL NEED:

DIFFICULTY RATING

Really easyHOW TO MAKE:

TOP TIP!
Draw around the bottom of a small cup to get a 

really neat circle.
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Non-Fiction June 2024

Let's Talk About Where Babies Come
From 
by Robie H. Harris
illustrated by Michael Emberley

An updated 25th anniversary edition of the classic guide for young children on babies, bodies, love, sex,
reproduction and families.

This clear, lively information book about sex and reproduction covers all the main areas: babies, reproduction, bodies,
chromosomes, genes, growing up, love, health and lots more. As before, the information is imparted simply and reassuringly with
humorous commentary from an inquisitive bird and a squeamish bee and very friendly full-colour cartoon-strip illustrations. Created
by the author and illustrator of Let's Talk About Sex, this forthright and funny book has been newly updated for this anniversary
edition.

A new fully updated edition, keeping the book the most accurate and informative
book on reproduction for its age group.
Thoroughly vetted by numerous experts.
Appealing and accessible to children aged five and up.
By the author of Let's Talk About Sex which has over one million copies in print.

Award-winning author Robie H. Harris is also a popular speaker who has had plenty of hands-on experience working with
children, including as director of an early childhood after-school programme and as a teacher. She is also the author of a series for
very young children - "Let's Talk About You And Me". Robie H. Harris resides with her husband in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Michael Emberley attended the Rhode Island School of Design. He has been writing and illustrating award-winning books for
children for more than thirty years. His titles for Walker include Let's Talk and Let's Talk About Where Babies Come From - both
written by Robie H. Harris. Michael lives in Ireland.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $24.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $29.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781406387094 

Age: 5 years + 

Format: 260mm x 215mm 

Extent: 96 pages 

Imprint: Walker 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



MEET THE BIRD AND THE BEE 98 LET’S TALK ABOUT WHERE BABIES COME FROM

Meet the Bird and the Bee
Do You Know What I Read?

PST!

PST!

WHAT?

SHH!

Do YOU know 
what I read?

No-ope!

I read that a long, 
long time ago people 

thought that babies fell 
to the Earth with 

the rain. 

Or maybe babies 
come from rocks. Maybe 
a big bolt of lightning 

hits a rock – and 
out rolls a baby. 

I also read that a long, 
long time ago, people thought 

that when thunder and 
lightning struck, the Earth’s 
crust cracked open a bit – 
and out zoomed the babies. 

Those are all 
ust stories. And 
besides – what
about the parents?

Waaa-ait a minute! 
We’re not talking 

“rock ’n’ roll” here!

Oh, yuck! 
This is all one big 

YOLK! I don’t 
believe one word 

of this!

It’s true, I have 
been YOLKING 
around – a bit.

OK. What I REALLY read is this: 
there are seeds, called sperm, 

inside the father’s body. 
There are eggs, called eggs, 
inside the mother’s body.

So one day, 
one of the seeds 
gets planted in 
one of the eggs.

That’s when the seed gets 
scrambled together with 
the egg yolk. And then 

the seed and the egg start 
to grow into a baby.

But seriously 
now, how DO you 

think a baby 
really begins?

How ’bout a baby 
begins when a stork drops 
the baby down a chimney 
and the baby lands right 

in the middle of the 
mother’s tummy?

What I DO know 
is definitely – none 
of your beeswax!

So what do you 
REALLY know about 

where babies come from? 
Or how they begin?

NO-OOO! 
It’s NOT the stork! 
We all know that, 

don’t we?

Parents catch 
the babies. That’s 

what they do.

How a baby begins, how a 
baby is made, even how a baby 

is born – it’s all one big 
mystery to me-eee …

So?

and I like it 
that way.

Now, you certainly 
don’t mean parents catch a 

baby like they catch a 
cold or the flu or a ball – 

because they don’t!

LET’S TALK 

ABOUT 
WHERE 
BABIES 
COME 
FROM.
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CURIOUS? EMBARRASSED? CONFUSED? 1110 LET’S TALK ABOUT WHERE BABIES COME FROM

So How Do Babies Really Begin?So How Do Babies Really Begin?

Curious? Embarrassed?
Confused?

You may think that by now you already know – or that you should know – exactly 

how a baby is made. But even if your parent or parents have talked to you about 

this, or even if you and your friends have talked about it – it’s still perfectly 

normal to have questions about where babies come from. 

Talking with someone you trust – a parent, a doctor, 

a nurse or a teacher – is a good way to find 

out answers to your questions. And if you 

are thinking of using a computer, tablet, 

mobile phone or other device to go online, 

ask any of these grown-ups to help you 

find a safe site for children where you can 

get information about questions you may 

have or topics you may be interested in, 

such as how our bodies work and 

grow or how babies begin. 

Sometimes you may feel very private about your questions and thoughts and feelings 

about how babies begin. Or it may feel embarrassing or hard to ask questions about 

making babies. Feeling curious about this, or embarrassed, or private, or even 

confused, is perfectly normal. And having lots of questions about where babies 

come from is also perfectly normal.

Since the beginning of time, people young and 

old have tried to figure out where babies 

come from and how a baby is made. But 

how a baby is made is not a simple 

thing. That’s why learning about it 

can be interesting and even fun – 

no matter how old you are. 

Have you ever looked at 

your baby pictures?

Have you ever wondered where 

babies come from, or how babies 

are made, or where you came 

from, or how you really began?

Everyone (grandparents, parents, sisters, 

brothers, cousins, aunts, uncles, friends 

and even teachers, firefighters, librarians, 

gymnasts, astronauts, dentists, scientists, 

cooks, nurses, shopkeepers, doctors, 

bus drivers, pilots, police officers, hockey 

players, mayors and rock stars) – every 

person in the whole wide world – was a 

baby once. The arrival of a new baby 

can be so amazing! Most children – but 

not all – are curious about how such 

an amazing and wonderful thing could 

possibly happen. 

When I was a 
baby, I was 
so-ooo cute! I’m trying to 

picture that!

YEP! NOOOOO-OOOO!

I’m so glad it’s 
normal to have 
questions about 

THAT!

I have questions 
about dinosaurs – 

about outer space – 
but NOT about 

babies!

I can’t WAIT to find 
out more about this!

I CAN wait.CAN wait.CAN

11
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EGG + SPERM = BABY 13

Reproduction
Egg + Sperm = Baby

When a new baby animal or plant is made, 

scientists call that reproduction.

To reproduce means “to make again” – 

to make the same thing again. 

Reproduction is how plants and animals 

make new plants and animals like themselves.

One fact about making a human baby 

is quite simple. It takes a sperm and 

an egg to make a baby.

Sperm and eggs are cells. In fact, all 

plants and animals – including humans – 

are made up of cells. And the human body 

is made up of millions and millions and is made up of millions and millions and 

millions of cells.

Sperm and eggs are the cells that can 

make a baby. The beginning cells of 

many animals – but not all – start to 

grow when an egg cell joins together 

with a sperm cell. This is the way 

humans make new babies. In fact, the 

beginning cells of a human baby can 

start to grow only when a sperm cell only when a sperm cell only

and an egg cell have joined together.

Reee-pro-DUCK-shun?  
Re-pro-duc-tion. Who are you 

calling a duck?  

Trees make 
baby trees!

So birds re-pro-duce 
baby birds, and bees 
re-pro-duce baby bees!

But apples DON’T 
reproduce baby 

oranges!

Flies make 
baby flies!

Seagulls make 
baby seagulls!

Whales make 
baby whales!

Humans make
baby humans!

Mice make 
baby mice!Cattle make 

baby cattle!

Pigs make 
baby pigs!

What’s so 
simple about 

THAT?

EGG + SPERM = BABY! 
THAT is simple addition!

It says here, “There are It says here, “There are 
brain cells, skin cells, bone brain cells, skin cells, bone 
cells, muscle cells, egg cells, cells, muscle cells, egg cells, 
sperm cells – and all sorts sperm cells – and all sorts 
of other kinds of cells.” of other kinds of cells.” 
Now, THAT’S amazing!Now, THAT’S amazing! It says here, 

“There are about 200 
different kinds of cells 

in the human body.” 
Now, Now, THAT’STHAT’S science!  science! 

Hmmm… “An egg cell 
is one of the largest 

cells in the human body.”

Ahhh … but did you 
know that a sperm cell is 
one of the smallest cells 

in the human body?

22
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Non-Fiction June 2024

London: A History 
by Laura Carlin
illustrated by Laura Carlin

See the city of London like never before in a stunning gift book from the award-winning Laura Carlin.

Explore the rich history and culture of London through the eyes of an award-winning illustrator. Laura Carlin's gorgeous art is paired
with a collection of poems, quotes and historical accounts to tell an idiosyncratic story of the greatest city in the world. From pre-
history to present day, from famous events to the lives of everyday people, thousands of years of London's history are celebrated
through poems, excerpts and spellbinding illustrations in this beautiful and fascinating compendium.

Laura Carlin's distinctive and award-winning art is paired with poems, quotes,
first-hand historical accounts and more to tell a unique history of London.
The illustrations are inspired by Laura's 650-tile mural exploring the history of
London, from dinosaurs to the busy modern city, along with striking new artwork
created especially for this book.
Laura Carlin has won the Quentin Blake Award and the V&A Book Illustration
Award.
A Walker Studio title.

Laura Carlin is a graduate of the Royal College of Art and the winner of several awards, including the V&A Book Illustration Award.
Her work has featured in Vogue, the Guardian and The New York Times; her previous books for Walker include The Iron Man by Ted
Hughes, which was awarded an honourable mention in the Bologna Ragazzi Award fiction category. Laura lives in London. See
Laura's work at lauracarlin.blogspot.co.uk.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $59.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $62.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781406385502 

Age: 9 years + 

Format: 260mm x 207mm 

Extent: 216 pages 

Imprint: Walker Studio 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



1.5M - 10,000 BCE, PLEISTOCENE ERA
The island of Britain separated from the mainland 450,000 years ago. Ice sheets 

formed and melted, causing the River Thames to rise and recede. 
Temperatures could fluctuate between warm, balmy 

conditions and long periods of cold and ice. 
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9700 BCE, NEOLITHIC AGE
Early creatures living in Britain included woolly mammoths, lions and 
hippos. The earliest evidence of humans in the London area was in the 
Palaeolithic period. Their nomadic life involved constant travel in 
family groups as they hunted or scavenged for food.
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700 BCE, IRON AGE
Over time, the Thames began to follow a more familiar 
course. Tribes living near the river created new open spaces 
along its banks for hunting, growing plants and rearing 
animals. They cultivated the land with stronger tools made 
of iron. They built hill forts. Our ancestors had settled.

Last was the age of iron: suddenly,
all forms of evil burst upon this time
of lesser mettle; modesty, fi delity,
and truth departed; in their absence, came
fraud, guile, deceit, the use of violence,
and shameful lusting after acquisitions.

Metamorphoses, The Iron Age, Ovid
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Non-Fiction - Picture Book June 2024

The Den That Octopus Built 
by Randi Sonenshine
illustrated by Anne Hunter

Follow one of the ocean’s most mysterious animals in this warm but candid look at its dramatic life cycle,
from the creators of The Nest That Wren Built. 

These are the shells she wears like a sheath, 
keeping her safe from Tiger Shark’s teeth 
when she’s far from the den that Octopus built . . .

The solitary and ingenious octopus is a master of disguise and invention, creating her den out of the objects of the ocean, from
shells and rocks to tiny glass shards. Using creative methods of hunting and construction, the octopus prepares for the biggest task
of her life: motherhood. With one last, poignant gesture of love, the mother octopus sends her hatchlings on their way, starting a
new cycle of life for the tiny offspring who face peril of their own. Offering deeply informative back matter, including an author’s
note, a glossary, and fascinating “octo-knowledge” (did you know that octopuses have nine brains, including one in each of their
independently operating arms?), this third in a series from author Randi Sonenshine and illustrator Anne Hunter continues the work
of gently introducing children to the reality of the animal world.

The third installment in Randi Sonenshine's series uncovering the magic and
mystery of the homes that animals build for themselves, starting with The Nest
That Wren Built and The Lodge That Beaver Built
Builds on a global fascination with the intelligence and creativity of octopuses,
uncovering their secrets in hunting, den-building, and motherhood
Illustrated by Anne Hunter, who did the first two books, whose gentle, cross-
hatched color pencil illustrations translate perfectly to a watery ocean palette with
vibrant plants and animals

Randi Sonenshine grew up on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, surrounded by the watery wonders of the Chesapeake Bay and
the Atlantic Ocean. Her debut picture book, The Nest That Wren Built, was named a Chicago Public Library Best of the Best selection
and a Capitol Choices Noteworthy Book. She is also the author of The Lodge That Beaver Built. She lives with her husband and two
sons in Northwest Georgia, where she is a middle-school literacy specialist and instructional coach.

Anne Hunter is the illustrator of The Nest That Wren Built and The Lodge That Beaver Built by Randi Sonenshine and the author-
illustrator of such picture books as Possum and the Summer Storm, Cricket Song, and Possum’s Harvest Moon. Originally from South
Florida, she now lives in Vermont with her family.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $34.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $37.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781536226546 

Age: 4 years + 

Format: 270mm x 230mm 

Extent: 32 pages 

Imprint: Candlewick 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



This is the garden that blooms in her yard  

with blossoms of shells and shiny glass shards

in front of the den that Octopus built.
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These are her snaky, sucker-lined limbs,  

sniffing and probing for prey while she swims

close to the den that Octopus built.
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This is the algae with unblinking eyes,  

or is it a cephalopod in disguise

swaying near the den that Octopus built?

These are the shells she wears like a sheath,  

keeping her safe from Tiger Shark’s teeth

when she’s far from the den that Octopus built.
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Non-Fiction June 2024

Cosmic Collisions: Asteroid vs. Comet 
by Dr. Marc J. Kuchner
illustrated by Matt Schu

EXPLOSIONS! DEBRIS! COLLISIONS OF COSMIC PROPORTION! For the kid who loves to smash and crash,
this is the perfect series from MIT Kids Press.

There’s a comet speeding in from the outer solar system, and it’s about to slam into an asteroid! Who will be left standing after this
interplanetary smackdown?

The first in a series of full-colour, illustrated, non-fiction readers for ages seven to nine, Asteroid Versus Comet narrates the
oncoming collision of two of space’s most epic bodies. Who will prevail? The pockmarked asteroid, a veteran fighter who’s already
taken some punches? Or the comet, with a heart of ice and rock and a tail that stretches millions of miles? Read on to find out – and
learn lots about space and astrophysics along the way.

The first book in a dynamic new series from expert astrophysicist Dr Marc Kuchner
covers space systems and physics concepts by comparing two opponents in outer
space and encouraging readers to form their own hypothesis about who will win.
Back matter provides additional information about asteroids and comets,
separates fact from fiction, and covers hurtling space debris in the news.
Matt Schu packs a punch with graphic-novel-like illustrations that bring two fierce
astronomical objects and the depths of space to life.

Dr Marc Kuchner is an astrophysicist, author and science communicator. He has published more than 110 professional papers in
the peer-reviewed literature on topics including white dwarfs, exoplanets, gamma ray bursts and supernovae, as well as articles for
Astronomy Magazine, Physics Today, Physics World and Scientific American. He earned his PhD in 2001 from Caltech and performed
postdoctoral research at Harvard and at Princeton before joining the research staff at NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center. In 2011,
Island Press published Marc’s first book: Marketing for Scientists: How to Shine in Tough Times, which Neil deGrasse Tyson called
“the first of its kind”. Marc is a NASA citizen science officer, in charge of fostering a portfolio of 22 citizen science projects that span
astrophysics, planetary science, heliophysics and Earth science, and reach roughly 1.5 million volunteers.

Matt Schu is a picture book illustrator and artist from Oregon, USA. After studying art and design at the University of Oregon, he
worked as a graphic designer before switching focus to book illustration and fine art. He also likes making zines, and runs a small
press, Dark Hour Books. Due to growing up in the Pacific Northwest, he draws a lot of trees, houses and cloudy skies. When he’s not
drawing, he spends his time reading, watching YouTube videos and shooting 35mm film.
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AU Price (incl. GST): $17.99 
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Fax: 0800 452 633
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We’ve got a marvelous 

matchup tonight, folks! 

A comet is speeding in 

from the outer solar  

system, and an asteroid 

is right in its path. Who 

will be left standing  

after this incredible  

interplanetary 

smackdown?

Comets speed around and around the 

Sun like trains on invisible tracks. A 

comet’s invisible track is called an orbit.
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THE CONTENDERS

In this corner: our asteroid! And he’s 

looking . . . a little . . . out of shape.

Our asteroid is a lumpy fellow, sort of potato-shaped. He’s a 

dull reddish gray and pockmarked with craters—scars where 

smaller asteroids have smacked him. Yup, this poor guy has 

already taken some punches. He must have something to 

prove tonight, folks. Can he see this through?

Asteroids are clumps of rock and metal  

orbiting the Sun that are too small to be  

called planets. They don’t have tails,  

but many of them have funny  

shapes. Asteroid 216 Kleopatra  

is shaped like a dog bone.

In the opposite corner, over there by Venus: our 

comet, ready for ACTION!

Shining blue white! Spraying gas and dust! Sporting a glittering tail that 

stretches for millions of miles! He’s a treat for your telescopes, folks. One big, 

bombastic COMET.

And I’m your host.

I’m here to bring you the play-by-play, together with astronomers and citizen 

scientists from around the world who have been tracking these contenders  

for weeks.

Who will win this celestial slugfest? Who will survive this cosmic collision?

A citizen scientist is someone who 

volunteers to work on scientific research 

because of a deep interest in the subject.
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THE BATTLE ZONE

Keep your eyes on the asteroid belt!

Our asteroid has been training with about two million other asteroids 

in a part of outer space called the asteroid belt, or the main belt. That’s 

where this battle is going down—in a busy neighborhood between the 

orbits of Mars and Jupiter.

Asteroids orbit the Sun just as comets do. Not all asteroids 

orbit in the asteroid belt. Some follow roughly the same 

orbit as the planet Jupiter. Others can be found near the 

Earth, close enough that we need to track them to find out 

if they might hit our planet!

Now don’t blink, or you’ll miss our Oort cloud 

opponent.

Not every comet lives in the Oort cloud. 

Some, like the Jupiter-family comets, spend 

most of their lives in the inner parts of the 

solar system.

While he was out in the Oort cloud, our comet orbited very slowly. Then, as he 

crept toward the Sun, he began to pick up speed like a ball rolling downhill. Now 

this natural athlete is barreling toward the inner region of the solar system, where 

he will zip through the asteroid belt and careen around the Sun. If he survives his 

close encounter with the Sun, he’s going to fly back out to the asteroid belt, where 

our asteroid orbits. This will be one for the history books, folks!

Our comet spends most of his time hiding out in a region called the 

Oort cloud, which surrounds the solar system. The Oort cloud is made of 

billions and billions of comets! But way out there, far beyond the orbit of 

Pluto, comets are too faint for astronomers to see, even with the biggest 

telescopes.
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June 2024 
Hardback 
Picture Books

The Boy on Fire
Sarthak Sinha

Through vibrant illustrations, this picture book celebrates the 
importance of self-acceptance, the happiness found in embracing 
individuality and genuine friendship.

• The Boy on Fire will inspire young readers, with a strong diverse hero 
crafted by a talented Indian artist and writer

• Featuring stunning cover finishes and bright illustrations throughout

• Will appeal to fans of bestselling The Comet

Til is a spirited young boy who has the extraordinary quality of always being 
on fire. But being ablaze sets him apart from others, leaving him sad and 
alone, until one day, he encounters a twinkling star and discovers the secret 

truth: Til’s radiant light is a beacon of warmth and brilliance.



Whenever something upset him, 
the fire grew bigger and hotter. 

And everything he touched would catch fire too. 



Even when Til played at school, things could go wrong . . . 

. . . and make him even angrier and hotter. 



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books June 2024

The Boy on Fire 
by Sarthak Sinha
illustrated by Sarthak Sinha

Through a tapestry of colourful illustrations and heartfelt moments, this tale kindles the power of self-
acceptance, the joy of finding true friendship, and the transformative magic of embracing one's own
extraordinary gifts.

Meet Til, a spirited young boy who has an extraordinary quality – he’s always on fire. But being ablaze sets him apart from others,
leaving him feeling sad and alone. One day, he encounters a twinkling star and discovers a magical friendship that unveils the secret
truth: Til’s radiant light is a beacon of warmth and brilliance. Soon his vibrant light begins to touch the lives of those around him,
inspiring them to find and celebrate their own radiant glows.

The Boy on Fire will ignite young hearts and remind readers of all ages that our differences are what make us shine brightest.
Embrace the warmth, embrace the light, and discover the joy of being uniquely you!

A beautiful metaphor for children who are unique and different.
Strong diverse hero created by a talented Indian artist and writer.
Strong diverse hero created by a talented Indian artist and writer.

Sarthak Sinha is an artist and educator, born in India. His love for nature and exploring the diversity and colours of the wild has
taken him from the tropical rainforests to the high Himalayas where he made children’s books from his tiny studio, and worked as a
kindergarten teacher. He now lives in Lyon, France.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $29.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $32.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781838741891 
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Extent: 32 pages 

Imprint: Flying Eye Books 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569
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June 2024 
Board Book
Board Books

Good Night, Belly Button
Lucie Brunellière

A sweet, simple and interactive bedtime board book for toddlers.

• With cheerful neon bright colours, this is a fun book designed to be read aloud to 
teach toddlers about bedtime routines and makes a perfect baby shower or infant 
birthday gift

• New words are introduced for parts of the baby’s body with every turn of the 
page. As the baby snuggles down under the cozy blanket - baby says goodnight to 
little toes, little knees, belly button, and nose

• Similar to Tickle My Ears, Goodnight Belly Button is entirely focused on the child's 
perspective and bedtime is a universally relevant subject for all parents

Good Night, Belly Button is an affectionate and original bedtime ritual parents can share 
with their baby to lull them to sleep. 



Good night, Good night, 
little feet!little feet!



Good night, Good night, 
little ankles!little ankles!
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Good Night, Belly Button 
by Lucie Brunellière
illustrated by Lucie Brunellière

Each page turn of this novelty board book lifts the covers higher—good night toes, little knees, belly
button, nose—until the baby is tucked up fast asleep under the book-blanket.

Baby is ready to sleep so it’s time to say good night—all the way from toes to nose! 

With each new blanket-page longer than the previous one, the cozy check blanket gradually covers the baby’s whole body. One by
one, baby and parents together say good night to little feet, little calves, little knees... And what about you, little eyes—are you
ready to close? 

Then the light clicks off and everyone’s fast asleep. Good night, baby!

Good Night, Belly Button is an affectionate and original bedtime ritual to lull any baby to sleep.

A simple, perfectly executed, interactive idea where the book pages are the
blanket
Like Tickle My Ears, this book will establish a new family bedtime ritual
Introduces words for parts of the baby’s body
Crossover: gift/toy for new babies

Lucie Brunellière is a graphic artist and illustrator who has created numerous books for children. She studied applied arts in
Angoulême, visual communication in Paris, and at the Strasbourg School of Decorative Arts.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $19.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $21.99 

Binding: Board Book 

ISBN: 9781776575862 

Age: 0 years, 3 months + 

Format: 200mm x 100mm 

Extent: 14 pages 

Imprint: Gecko Press 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
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New Zealand Distribution
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This is Happy! 
by Anna Ross
illustrated by Debi Gliori

Beautiful picture book from a rising-star author and an acclaimed illustrator about finding happiness in
small things.

Paint rainbow skies, plant seeds, smell the earth after it’s been woken up by raindrops, jump in puddles, stargaze on dark evenings,
dance your heart out, share a book – and at the end of the day cuddle up and let yourself be held by arms that feel like home. This
is Happy. Where do you find yours? 

This is a joyful picture book for very young children, full of delight in the world, outdoors and indoors, showing how happiness can
be found in the smallest things. The lyrical story and beautiful illustrations encourage children to slow down and use all their senses
to notice and enjoy the natural world. Happiness is truly all around us.

A book that emanates a real sense of joy and well-being
Ideal for reading aloud and sharing
Portrays five diverse and inclusive families
By an up-and coming writer, author of Dear Earth and The Garden of Hope
Illustrated by an internationally acclaimed artist, winner of the English Association
4-11 Fiction Award

Anna Ross is a writer and editor. Her books include Dear Earth, This Love, The Garden of Hope and The Lost Fairy Tales written
for Little Tiger Press under the name Isabel Otter. Born in London, she grew up in Herefordshire, has a degree in English from
Glasgow University, has taught children in a Cambodian orphanage, and explored the wilds of Patagonia. She lives in Bristol.

Debi Gliori is a Scottish writer and illustrator with more than seventy books to her name and an international following. Her most
recent book for Otter-Barry Books is A Cat Called Waverley, winner of the 7-11 Fiction Award in the 2022 English 4-11 Picture book
Awards. Debi studied illustration at Edinburgh College of Art and says, “I feel incredibly fortunate to do the thing I love best as my
day job.” She lives near Haddington, in Scotland.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $29.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $32.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781915659255 

Age: 3 years + 

Format: 275mm x 240mm 

Extent: 32 pages 
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Australian Distribution
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Happiness comes 
in lots of shapes 

and sizes.

Little pockets of it 
are around us 
all the time . . .

waiting to be discovered. 

We just have to slow down, pause 
and find our happy.



     Swirl the colours

  Paint rainbow skies.

and let your brush 
lead the way.

    



Water, 
 watch and wait 

  for a tiny shoot to pop its head out.

Plant seeds 
and see what you can grow.
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Luna and the Treasure of Tlaloc 
by Joe Todd-Stanton

Join the last Brownstone family member, Freya, as she uncovers great secrets in the Aztec world.

Venturing into Aztec mythology, this is the fifth title in the Brownstone's Mythical Collection. Uncover the tale of Freya Brownstone:
born into a respected family, a sudden tragedy sees her turn to a life of theft...an act that sees her anger the God of Storms. Full of
dangerous challenges, cunning monsters and godly heroes, this title is sure to be a hit with fans of the series and anyone interested
in the fascinating tales of Aztec mythology.

Joe Todd-Stanton is an award-winning author and illustrator
Set in Ancient Central America and focuses on Aztec mythology
The fifth in the widely acclaimed Brownstone’s Mythical Collection series, which
Dreamworks have signed film rights to.

Joe Todd-Stanton is from Brighton and grew up drawing with his mum. He studied Illustration at the University of the West of
England, afterwards moving to London where he currently lives. His children’s book, The Secret of Black Rock, won the 2018
Waterstones Children’s Book Prize and since then he has written and illustrated seven books with Flying Eye Books.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $24.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $27.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781838748555 

Age: 5 years + 
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Extent: 64 pages 

Imprint: Flying Eye Books 

Australian Distribution
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New Zealand Distribution
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Hello dear reader  
and welcome to the Brownstone 

family portrait gallery. Ever since 
Arthur Brownstone captured the 

great wolf Fenrir*, these magnificent 
adventurers have dedicated their lives to 
collecting and protecting mythological 

artifacts and creatures. 
However, the responsibility  

of this task is a heavy burden.  
And, while most of my fabulous family 

have been courageous, virtuous 
and selfless, there have been some 

notable exceptions.

*Arthur and the Golden Rope



There was Edmund Brownstone who 
opened a portal to the demon realm . . .

. . . Mabel Brownstone who attempted 
to train an army of wild manticores . . .

. . . Benedict Brownstone who became Hades* right hand man . . .

. . . Tabitha Brownstone who destroyed every one of the great stones of Nüwa in a strop . . .

*the Greek ruler of the underworld 8 9



Luna’s parents were not only known for their bravery but also 
for their incredible selflessness. They were respected and loved.Luna’s mother and father were world renowned adventurers.

 . . . and then there was the most cunning Brownstone of them all.  
This is the tale of Luna Brownstone. 

When there was a city to protect, a monster to defeat or a curse to lift they 
would be there in an instant. Little Luna always came along for the ride, too.

11
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Dogdunnit 
by Peter Bently
illustrated by Tor Freeman

A hilarious cat-and-dog detective mystery from award-winning Peter Bently and Tor Freeman.

A cat-and-dog whodunnit reminiscent of the great detective Sherlock Holmes!

Crimes are sweeping the neighbourhood: sofas torn to shreds, muddy pawprints on the beds, poo left on the kitchen floor . . . all
the evidence points towards the culprits being DOGS, and Inspector Keyhole is quick to arrest every last one. But the great cat
detective Purrlock Jones thinks she knows who the real villain is. It must be the feline mastermind and her arch enemy Moggiarty . .
.

The cats take the dogs to court, but is Judge Justice Mog who he appears to be, or
has the master of disguise Moggiarty struck again?
A good old-fashioned whodunnit mystery with a brilliant cat-versus-dog twist.
A clever and witty text from master of funny Peter Bently, winner of the Roald
Dahl Funny Prize.
Tor Freeman is an illustrator and comic book maker with a degree in Illustration.
She was awarded the Sendak Fellowship in 2012, and won the
Observer/Cape/Comica Graphic Short Story Prize in 2017.

Peter Bently grew up in an army family and went to ten different schools. He studied languages at Oxford and worked as a
journalist and non-fiction book editor before becoming a children's author. He is the author of more than seventy books, including
Cats Ahoy!, which won the Roald Dahl Funny Prize, and King Jack and the Dragon, which was an American Library Association
Notable Book of the Year.

Tor Freeman grew up in London and graduated from Kingston University with a BA in illustration. She has been working as an
illustrator ever since. In 2012 she was awarded the Sendak Fellowship and spent a month in Connecticut.
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AU Price (incl. GST): $29.99 
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ISBN: 9781839131813 

Age: 3 years + 

Format: 260mm x 250mm 

Extent: 32 pages 

Imprint: Andersen Press 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



Inspector Keyhole wore a frown.
A night of crime had swept the town.



Tore Katie’s favourite 
jeans to shreds? 

Left muddy paw prints on the beds?

Who chewed the rug? 

Who scattered rubbish everywhere?

Who trashed the chair? Who blocked the loo with 
Grandad’s slippers?

Who sent a vase of flowers flying –
just where Mummy’s phone was lying?

And who did a doo-doo, 
small and neat,
that Daddy stood on – 
in bare feet?

Who scoffed the sausages 
and kippers?



Inspector Keyhole shook his head.

“It’s DOGS what’s done these crimes,” he said.
“It wasn’t us!” the dogs protested – 

Purrlock watched and made a vow:

“I’ll prove that Keyhole’s wrong – but how?

Aha!” she said. “What’s this I’ve found?

A mouse’s paw prints on the ground!”

But Keyhole had them all arrested.
The great detective Purrlock Jones 

Said, “I feel it in my bones.

It’s MOGGIARTY’s work, it’s plain.

The King of Crime has struck again!”
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Every Wrinkle has a Story 
by David Grossman
illustrated by Ninamasina

A touching story of an entire life told through each of the wrinkles on the face of a beloved grandfather
from Man Booker Prize winner David Grossman.

A poignant and beautiful picture book celebrating the love between a grandfather and his grandchild, from Man Booker Award-
winning author David Grossman. 

In this touching story, a little boy who likes to draw asks his beloved grandfather about his wrinkles: when and how did he get
them? Grandpa explains that every one of his wrinkles has a story, some are happy and some are sad - and each story he tells
becomes an illustrated journey through his life.

Every Wrinkle has a Story encourages young children to ask questions about wrinkles, with a beautifully told and illustrated
multigenerational tale.

A small format hardback that makes the perfect gift for a grandparent or
grandchild.
Features a wonderful Grandfather-Grandson relationship.
Gently explains to children that a life can be full of happiness, but also sadness.
David Grossman is a multi-award-winning author, who has won the Man Booker
Prize, the Israel Prize, and whose books have been translated into over 30
languages worldwide.
Ninamasina is a renowned artist, picture book maker and textile designer based
in Milan.

David Grossman is the bestselling author of numerous books, which have been translated into thirty-six languages. His most
recent novel, A Horse Walks into a Bar, was awarded the International Man Booker Prize 2017, and shortlisted for the TLS-Risa
Domb/Porjes Prize 2019. Grossman is also the recipient of the French Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres and the 2010
Frankfurt Peace Prize. Grossman lives in Jerusalem with his wife.

Ninamasina (aka Anna Masini) has degrees in Cultural Anthropology and Cinematography. By day, she worked for a video
production company, while taking drawing and printing techniques classes by night. Now, she works as a freelance illustrator. Her
books have been published around the world. When she's not illustrating, she's busy running her own self-publishing label called Red
Boots, and collaborating with theatre companies in scenography, puppetry and live painting. She lives and works in Milan, Italy.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 
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“Grandpa, what’s on your face?”

“My face?” Grandpa says.  
“There’s nothing on my face, only glasses.”



“You have wrinkles,” says Yotam.

“Oh,” Grandpa says, “my wrinkles…  
You’ve already seen those, Yotam.”

“But how did you get them?  
You never told me.”



Grandpa laughs.  
“How did I get my wrinkles?  
No one’s ever asked me that before.”
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Mabel and the Big Wide World 
by Paul Stewart
illustrated by Jane Porter

Delightful, reassuring picture book about conquering fears and anxieties.

Mabel the mouse lives in a barn with her brothers and sisters and outside is the big, wide world. The other mice love exploring and
playing outside but Mabel is afraid… of great big HAIRY things and teeny weeny scary things. In fact she’s afraid of everything
outside. “I’ll just stay in here” says Mabel. “For ever!”

But when a dazzlingly beautiful rainbow appears outside in the sky, will Mabel dare to brave the outside world to get a better look?

The prizewinning duo of Paul Stewart and Jane Porter make ingenious use of the smallest member of a mouse family to tell a heart-
warming story about conquering fear of the Big Outside, but also about helping others. They beautifully portray that satisfying
moment in every child’s life when they can say to a younger sibling, “That’s what I used to say …” Going out and experiencing new
things can seem scary to start with, but missing out is worse.

Jane Porter’s brilliant and lively illustrations perfectly capture how feelings of anxiety and uncertainty can change into delight,
confidence and freedom.

The latest book from the creators of A Little Bit of Hush and Brian the Brave
(winner of the Derby Children's Picture Book Award in 2020)
Will be helpful to any child who shares Mabel’s fears about the huge outside
world
Gentle and reassuring in tone, showing how older children can help younger ones
to discover the world around them

Paul Stewart is an internationally bestselling children’s author. With Chris Riddell he is co-creator of The Edge Chronicles,
published in over 30 languages. His picture book stories, with Jane Porter, for Otter-Barry Books are Wings!, Brian the Brave, and A
Little Bit of Hush, described by Red Reading Hub as books that celebrate “courage, self-belief, acceptance, difference and
friendship”. He lives in Brighton, England.

Jane Porter is a past winner of the London Book Fair Illustration Prize. When not busy illustrating, she works with the National
Literacy Trust, English Heritage and other organisations, in art sessions with children. She uses pen and inks and collage techniques
to make images that reflect her love of animals and the country-side. She is the illustrator of three books for Otter-Barry Books, all
with Paul Stewart - Wings!, Brian the Brave and A Little Bit of Hush. Jane lives in London.
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Mabel lived in a barn with her sisters and brothers. 
Mabel was the littlest.
Outside the barn was the big wide world.

“Full of great big  
hairy  things  

But then…

and teeny-weeny SCARYSCARY things,”  
said Mabel.  

She shuddered. ‘I’ll just stay in here. For ever.”



“Come and join us, Mabel!”

It was her sisters and 
brothers. They’d gone 
outside without her.

“I can’t,” Mabel 
whispered.

She curled up small  
and closed her eyes.  
It wasn’t easy  
being Mabel.



Sometimes Mabel would  
go to her looking-place at 
the bottom of the barn door.

It looked like fun!

But Mabel stayed inside.

She watched her sisters and 
brothers running and jumping and 
laughing and whooping.  



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Picture Books June 2024

Fodo Dodo Goes Fishing 
by Édouard Manceau
illustrated by Édouard Manceau

A cheerful, contemporary picture book about playing make-believe and the fish you hook up from the
laundry basket when you’re fishing from the bath boat—underpants!

This morning, Fodo Dodo and Noodle go fishing. They take raincoats, boots, hats and a fishing rod. From their bathtub boat, they
soon catch a beautiful striped fish out of the laundry basket—underguppies! 

Fodo Dodo and Noodle rush to the kitchen to prepare their feast. But the owner of the underpants is not happy with this game of
make-believe. Never mind, Fodo Dodo has another idea to keep the fun alive with an even better use for the rest of the laundry. 

This cheerful, simple story takes its imaginary premise to a laugh out loud ending as two silly animals make the most of playtime in
the bath. With wordplay, rhythm and repetition, this stylish picture book is built for a fun read-aloud full of silly words and humor.
Themes of imagination and play, and contemporary graphic illustrations all help transform a dull or troublesome bathtime routine
into a fun, creative playground for toddlers and preschoolers.

Contemporary, graphic illustration, wordplay, rhythm and repetition is built for a
fun read-aloud full of silly words.
Reimagines bathtime as a playground
An easy gift for children who enjoy humour.
Themes of imagination and play.

Édouard Manceau is author and illustrator of over 100 books for children. He leads many workshops with children and has won
several prizes.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $16.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $18.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781776575022 

Age: 2 years + 

Format: x  

Extent: 28 pages 

Imprint: Gecko Press 
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This morning, Fodo Dodo and Noodle are going fishing.

So they head to the bathroom.



“This is a lovely boat, Fodo Dodo!”

“Sure is, Noodle. And this looks a good spot.”



“I’ve caught a big one!”

“Nice work, Fodo Dodo. That was quick!”



Agency Fiction



June 2024 
Paperback 

Fiction – First Chapter Book

Honey's Hive: Bee a Friend
Mo O'Hara

Learn all about bees and join Honey, a busy bee with ambition, in 
the adventurous, second book of the Honey’s Hive series.

• Perfect for emerging readers with a fun story accompanied by 
interesting bee facts and engaging black and white illustrations by rising 
star Aya Kakeda

• Emphasizing community and collaboration, this book is ideal for teaching 
children the significance of teamwork and friendship

• Mo’s debut novel, My Big Fat Zombie Goldfish, was a New York Times 
bestseller and has sold over three million copies internationally

When Honey finds out there is a pollen shortage, she tries to help 
the other bees find pollen like she can, but not all the bees in the 
hive think she should help outsiders.



1

Chapter 
1

Honey sat on a window ledge looking out 

at the garden of sunflowers below. The sun  

glinted off the windows of the high buildings 

around and warmed Honey’s stripy fuzz. 

Her wonky antennae were twitching with 

excitement. 

Sitting beside Honey were her friends: 

Hex, a tall clever honeybee who loved to design 

and build things; Beanie, a super caring bee 

who loved looking after all the baby larvae in 

the hive; and Fred the Flat Fly (who was really 

a housefly, but as he lived in a block of flats,  

he called himself a flatfly. He liked to be precise 

about stuff.) 



3

The friends were pleased to be spending 

some time with Honey, who seemed to be the 

busiest bee in the hive since she’d become 

the hive’s scout bee. But none of them were 

prepared for what she was about to do next. 

‘Beeeee daaariiiiiiiing!’ she shouted as 

she bounced off the windowsill onto a leaf on 

the tree below and then somersaulted off the 

leaf like it was a diving board before landing 

softly but clumsily on an open sunflower 

beneath them. 

Fred looked down at Honey and then over 

at Hex and Beanie. ‘Does she do that a lot?’ 

They both nodded. ‘Yup. Come on,’ Beanie 

said, and they all flew down to the sunflower. 

‘What did you just do?’ Fred 

asked as he fluttered down next to her. 

‘Mnnnn mmmas mmying mme mee ma 

smwirl,’ Honey mumbled, her face still firmly 

planted into the brown blossoms at the centre 

of the flower. 

Beanie gently lifted up Honey’s head and 

dusted her down. 

‘Ummmmffff!’



The Queen bee then 

spoke. ‘So, it is our honour 

to present you with this petal 

pin as a reward for all your 

hard work for the hive.’ And 

she waved Honey forward. 

Honey was speechless. And 

it takes A LOT for Honey to be speechless. 

Getting a petal pin was a massive honour for 

any bee. And it was happening to her. Bella 

nudged Honey to step forward. 

‘You need to actually receive the pin now,’ 

Bella whispered. 

‘Oh yeah,’ Honey mumbled. She stepped 

up and did another little curtsey. The Queen 

stuck the petal pin onto Honey’s stripes, and 

everyone clapped. 

‘Three cheers for Honey!’ Bella shouted. 

the crowd cheered. 

‘B
uzz buzz hooray! Buzz buzz hooray! 

Buzz 
buzz hooray!’ 



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction - First Chapter Book June 2024

Honey's Hive: Bee a Friend 
by Mo O'Hara
illustrated by Aya Kakeda

Learn all about bees and join Honey, a busy bee with ambition, in the adventurous, illustrated second book
of this series by New York Times bestseller Mo O'Hara.

Honey is so good at her job as a scouting bee, finding lots of pollen for her hive, that she’s being awarded a petal medal by the
Queen Bee!

But while Honey and her hive are celebrating, the other bees in the neighbourhood are struggling, there’s just not enough pollen left
for them. When Honey finds out she’s really worried and tries to help the other bees find pollen too, but not all the bees in the hive
think she should help outsiders.

Then the wasps come, and they attack the hive! Thankfully, all the other bees in the neighbourhood come to help their new friend
Honey. Honey and her hive all realise how important it is to share and make friends.

The second book in this exciting new series from New York Times bestseller Mo O'Hara, packed with bee facts and stunning
illustrations by Aya Kakeda.

Honey and her friends are back in the second book in the Honey's Hive series.
Mo O'Hara is a New York Times Bestseller, and has sold over three million copies
of My Big Fat Zombie Goldfish.
Packed with insightful bee facts and stunning black and white illustrations by
rising star Aya Kakeda.

Originally from America, Mo O'Hara moved to London because she wanted to live abroad but spoke no foreign languages. After a
brief and unsuccessful stint as a serving wench at the Tower of London, Mo found work as an actress and comedy performer. It was
when she toured the UK as a storyteller that she started writing for kids. Mo’s debut novel, My Big Fat Zombie Goldfish, was an
international bestseller.

Aya Kakeda was born and raised in Tokyo, Japan, and now lives and works in New York City. Aya is an internationally successful
ceramicist and artist, with clients including NIKE, Disney, The New Yorker Magazine and Nickelodeon.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $14.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $16.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781839133299 

Age: 6 years + 

Format: 198mm x 129mm 

Extent: 144 pages 

Imprint: Andersen Press 

Australian Distribution
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction - Junior June 2024

The Pinchers and the Dog Chase 
by Anders Sparring
illustrated by Per Gustavsson
translated by Julia Marshall

In this slapstick, illustrated crime adventure, the honest Theo Pincher who doesn’t fit in to his family of
criminals finds a clever way to save the family dog, Sherlock, from the nasty new police officer.

The town’s new police officer Clive is not nice—even the other police are afraid of him. Everything, even the dog, must have a
receipt to prove there’s no stealing going on. Things without receipts are locked up.

Of course, Theo’s family don’t have a receipt for anything, especially not their dog Sherlock. 

When Sherlock is caught, Theo makes a plan to get him back using cooking oil, a dog onesie and cunning—a plan so good that it
reveals Clive’s true identity and gives him the comeuppance he deserves. Even Theo’s family are impressed.

This criminally funny tale contains a break-in at the candy store, an interrogation and a super-smart plan—with comical commentary
from the dog, who thinks his name is Shuddup Sherlock.

A proud family of thieves and a reluctant hero
A fully illustrated, funny and fast-paced first chapter book for beginning readers
This lively and funny bestselling series has sold over 300,000 copies in Sweden,
translated into 10 languages

Anders Sparring writes children’s books and is a screenwriter for many popular television shows. He is also a stand-up comedian.

Per Gustavsson is an illustrator and author living in Stockholm, Sweden. His bestselling books are translated to several
languages.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $17.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $19.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781776575886 

Age: 6 years + 

Format: 204mm x 144mm 

Extent: 104 pages 

Imprint: Gecko Press 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
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New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
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Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



much your grandma paid and who she bought the 
mongrel from. So you can prove you haven’t nicked 
him, like the thief you are.”

“I’m NOT a thief !” says Theo.
“Then you’ll fish out that receipt and bring it to the 

police station.” Clive adjusts his sunglasses and nods 
to Paul. “Over and out!”

When Clive has gone, Paul slumps against the gate 
post. “Clive is new,” he says apologetically.

“Is he nice?” asks Theo, although he already knows 
the answer. 

“Nyah, not nice exactly,” says Paul. “But he’s a good 
police officer. Since he came, the station has filled up 
with dogs without receipts.”

Theo shudders. “He can’t have Sherlock!”
“No,” Paul sighs. “Then you’ll probably have to 

show him the receipt.”

Chapter Three 

ELLEN GOES TO JAIL

Theo’s mother Nic can’t help laughing.
“Did you say receipt?” she laughs. “What for?”
Theo explains that he has to show the new police 

officer that Grandma bought Sherlock for real money. 
Theo’s father Rob shakes his head. “Theo, Theo, 

Theo.” He puts a hand on Theo’s shoulder. “What’s 
Grandma’s name?”

10 11



“Stola?”
“And her last name?”
“Pincher, like ours,” says Theo.
“And what do you think that means?”
Theo shrugs. He doesn’t know. It’s just her name.
“It means she pinches things,” says Rob. “Just like us.”

“Not me,” sighs Theo. He sinks onto a chair and 
lays his forehead on the table. “What if Clive takes 
Sherlock?”

Rob hugs his little boy. Theo shouldn’t worry. 
Nothing bad will happen. Clive will definitely not be 
taking Sherlock.

“Because Grandma’s already done that!” Nic giggles.
But then Rob asks her to go easy because it looks like 

Theo has tears in his eyes.
“There, there, darling!” Theo’s mother puts an arm 

around him. “That officer has more important things 
to do than take dogs from small children.”

“Well.” Rob gets up from the table. “I’d best be 
going.” Theo’s father is going on a course and will be 
away all weekend. He takes a crumpled piece of paper 
from his pocket and reads:

ESCAPE AND RESCUE
Learn how to get out when you’ve been  

put in. Help yourself and your friends  

to a freer life. Warmly welcome! 

Thieves’ Academy

12 13



“If that Clive takes Sherlock in, I’ll get him right out 
again,” says Rob cheerfully. Then he kisses Nic on the 
lips and off he goes.

When Rob has gone, Theo’s little sister Ellen wants 
to go to the candy store. It’s Saturday!

“I’ve still got my Friday gobstopper,” says Theo. “You 
can have it if you want.”

“I don’t want your Friday gobstopper,” says Ellen.
“My Thursday one?” says Theo.
“I want Saturday sugarmints,” says Ellen. “And you 

have to keep watch!”
Ellen and Theo go to Tilly’s Tongue Fizzers. The little 

shop is full of children. Inside, Tilly Tender is behind 
the counter, busy weighing small toffees and taking 
money.

“This’ll be easy,” whispers Ellen.
Theo digs in his pocket and comes up with a couple 

of coins. “Please, Ellen!” he asks. “Let’s buy them today, 
okay? This is enough for a few small toffees.”

Ellen doesn’t want small toffees.
“Anyway, our mother will be mad if we pay money 

for them.” She slips into the shop.

14



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction - Illustrated Middle-grade June 2024

The Happy Prince 
by Oscar Wilde
illustrated by Harry Woodgate

An astonishing reimagining of Oscar Wilde’s classic children’s story.

Gloriously adapted and illustrated by the winner of the British Book Awards Nibbie for Children’s Illustrated Book of the Year and the
Waterstones Children’s Book Prize.

Swallow is a homeless boy who’s just arrived in the big city. He settles down for the night under the golden and bejewelled statue
of the Happy Prince, yet when he looks up he sees the statue is weeping. What could a golden Happy Prince possibly have to feel
sad about?

But from his view high above the city, the prince can see the suffering of the poor. He asks little Swallow to take his jewels and gold
to the people who need them most. Can the statue and the boy find a way to bring happiness to everyone in the city?

Stunningly illustrated by the Waterstones Prizewinning, British Book Award
shortlisted Harry Woodgate.
A thoughtful retelling of Oscar Wilde’s classic children’s story, with big questions
about kindness and community.
Featuring a stunning foiled cover making this a beautiful gift to add to any
bookshelf.

Harry Woodgate (they/them) is a multi-award-winning author and illustrator, whose debut picture book Grandad’s Camper won
the British Book Awards Nibbie for Children's Illustrated Book of the Year and the Waterstones Children’s Book Prize, was shortlisted
for the Polari Prize, and named as an ALA Stonewall Honor Book. It was inspired by their university dissertation, which revealed a
lack of representation for older LGBTQIA+ characters in children’s books. Their work has also been shortlisted for the V&A Illustration
Awards, and the Folio Society Book Illustration Competition twice.

When they’re not creating amazing books, they love writing music, cycling, baking, and exploring independent coffee shops and
bookstores.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $29.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $32.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781839134289 

Age: 6 years + 

Format: 246mm x 189mm 

Extent: 80 pages 

Imprint: Andersen Press 
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Fax: 0800 452 633
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High above the city, 
on a tall column, 
stood the statue 

of the Happy Prince. He was 
gilded all over with thin 
leaves of fine gold, for eyes 
he had two bright sapphires, 
and a large red ruby glowed 
on his sword hilt.



t h e  h a p p y  p r i n c e t h e  h a p p y  p r i n c e

He was very much admired indeed. ‘Why can’t you be like the Happy Prince?’ 
asked a sensible mother of her little boy, 
who was crying for the moon. ‘The Happy 

Prince never dreams of crying for anything.’He is as 
beautiful as a 
weather vane, 

. . . only not quite 
so useful,

I am glad there is 
someone in the world 
who is quite happy,

remarked one of the 
Town Councillors who 

wished to gain a reputation 
for having artistic tastes;

he added, fearing lest 
people should think him 
unpractical, which he really 
was not.

muttered a 
disappointed man 

as he gazed at the 
wonderful statue.



‘He looks just like an angel,’ said the 
Charity Children as they came out of the 
cathedral in their bright scarlet cloaks and 
their clean white pinafores.

‘How do you know?’ said the Mathematical 
Master. ‘You have never seen one.’

One night there came to the city 
a little boy, called Swallow. 

‘Where shall I rest?’ he said. 
‘I hope the town has made 
preparations.’

Then he saw the statue on the 
tall column.

‘I will rest there,’ he cried, 
‘it is a fine position, with 
plenty of fresh air.’ 
So he climbed up 
and settled just 
between the 
feet of the 
Happy 
Prince.

Ah! But we 
have, in our 

dreams, answered the children; 
and the Mathematical 

Master frowned and looked 
very severe, for he 
did not approve of 
children dreaming.



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Fiction June 2024

The Dastardly Duo 
by Burhana Islam
illustrated by Farah Khandhaker

The Dastardly Duo is an action-packed and brilliantly hilarious story written by Bangladesh-born,
Newcastle-raised Burhana Islam.

The sequel to Mayhem Mission follows Yusef at school as he runs for class president and learns what it really means to be
honourable - after some hilarious and chaotic mishaps, of course!

Written with true authenticity, the series is filled with heart-warming humour and
fun.
A warm and genuine portrayal of British Muslim childhood, that's sure to be
relatable to anyone with a funny family.
Commercial funny middle-grade fiction, with interior illustrations by Farah
Khandaker.
Sits alongside Planet Omar, Little Badman, and Tom Gates series'.

Burhana Ali is the author of the illustrated non-fiction book, Amazing Muslims who Changed the World (Puffin, 2020), and the
middle-grade fiction book Mayhem Mission. She's a Bengali Northerner with a huge and loving family - they're definitely her source
of inspiration.

Farah Khandaker is an illustrator and designer currently based in Dhaka, Bangladesh. She received her masters with distinction
from Nottingham Trent University specialising in Illustration. She's worked across children’s books, logos and editorial. Her work is
fun and engaging with vibrant colour schemes and unique characters.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $16.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $18.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781913311285 

Age: 7 years + 

Format: 198mm x 129mm 

Extent: 224 pages 

Imprint: Knights Of 
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Graphic Novel June 2024

Fantasy Sports 2: The Bandit of Barbel
Bay 
by Sam Bosma
illustrated by Sam Bosma

Wiz and Mug are back and this time they're headed to a mysterious beach town to meet its amphibious
inhabitants!

Wiz and Mug's adventure continues as a teleportation spell accidentally drops them off in a ruined beach town. A mysterious
tournament and the town's amphibious inhabitants confront Wiz and Mug with the revelation that the United Order of Mages may
not be exactly what it seems. In order to fulfill their mission, however, they're going to have to abide by the ancient law of the land
and better their opponent in a game of volleyball! The question is, can they trust each other and work together to defeat the great
and powerful volleyball champions Yahma and Yahmi? 

Fantasy Sports is a funny and action-filled graphic novel series that will capture the reader's imagination and re-invigorate a love for
the art of comics.

Fantasy Sports 1 was awarded the 2016 Ignatz Award for Outstanding Comic
Features an androgynous young POC protagonist, appealing to an increasingly
diverse YA audience.
Bosma's blend of fantasy, myth, humour and sports has exciting appeal for the
indie comic / middle-grade graphic novel market.

Sam Bosma was born in Chagrin Falls, Ohio. After graduating from the Maryland Institute College of Art, he taught in the
Illustration department from 2011 to 2013 before moving to Brooklyn, NY. He won a Silver Medal from the Society of Illustrators in
the Institutional category, as well as a Gold Award from Spectrum in 2013. He currently does background drawings for Steven
Universe on Cartoon Network when not making comics and graphic novels of his own. He lives in Brooklyn, NY, USA.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $21.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $24.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781838741662 

Age: 12 years + 

Format: 279mm x 202mm 

Extent: 56 pages 

Imprint: Flying Eye Books 
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New Zealand Distribution
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Graphic Novel June 2024

Super Potato and the Return of Zort 
by Artur Laperla
illustrated by Artur Laperla
translated by Norwyn MacTire

From hero to potato . . . to hero again! Don't miss the exciting adventures of this super spud!

Zort the Slug King is back! When Super Potato's old enemy escapes his outer-space prison, he heads for Earth with revenge on his
mind. And that's not all: a trio of galactic bounty hunters are on Zort's trail. Meanwhile, our hero has his hands full with Big Jaw, a
metal-mouthed villain who just chomped his way through a ruby robbery. Things are about to get crowded . . . Get ready for a
cosmic kerfuffle!

Perfect for reluctant readers who love comics and superheroes
None of the blood and gore common to many superhero titles
Colorful artwork that reflects the book's sense of humor

Artur Laperla is an author and illustrator who lives in Spain. His work includes the Super Potato series and the Felix and Calcite
series.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $17.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $19.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9798765623374 

Age: 7 years + 

Format: 228.6mm x 171.5mm 

Extent: 56 pages 

Imprint:
Graphic Universe - Lerner
Publishing Group 

Australian Distribution
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On the other side of 
Neptune, in a galaxy 
not too far away . . .

Ah ha ha ha ha! 
We did it!

3



We escaped from 
that pathetic 

Micronian prison!

Raaaaaaaaah!!!

. . . on 
Earth!

But first, I have a 
score to settle . . .

Raaaaaah!!!

Yes, Rah, you don’t have to yell! 
I know I promised to take you to 

your home planet!

4



Raaaah!!!
Yeah, yeah, 
yeah, but 
first . . .

. . . the Earth!

Ha ha ha ha! Raaaaaah!!!

5



Agency 
Non-Fiction



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Non-Fiction June 2024

Scientists in the Wild: Antarctica 
by Helen Scales, Dr Kate Hendry
illustrated by Romolo D’Hipolito

Take a deep dive into the science surrounding the Antarctic, revealing how scientists work in remote,
challenging places, armed with cutting edge research tools and technologies.

The reader is invited to join a crew of scientist as they sail around Antarctica studying one of the most vulnerable environments on
the planet. Discover how scientists work in extreme environments, and how scientific methods have been adapted to suit this unique
location. Join the team as they use drones and satellites in space to monitor colonies of penguins, seals and albatrosses, observe the
team’s palaeontologist studying fossils that show Antarctica used to be covered in forests home to dinosaurs. Search for nesting
icefish on the seabed using a deep-diving robot and help glaciologists unlock the secrets of the ice using ice cores and space lasers
and finally experience the south pole sunrise after six months of darkness.

Presents STEM topics from geology to engineering to climate science through an
engaging, narrative exploration of the continent.
Vibrant, dynamic artwork combined with rich and informative text based on the
latest scientific research.
A topical subject matter as scientists are studying this continent to learn about the
ways Earth is changing.

Dr Kate Hendry has lived for almost two years in total in the Arctic and Antarctica. In 2017, she was chief scientist on a research
expedition to Greenland. She studies the impact of climate change and plastic pollution, advising governments on how to protect our
seas. In 2022 she took up a senior position at the British Antarctic Survey.

Helen Scales is a writer, marine biologist, broadcaster and scuba diver whose work focuses on oceans and their inhabitants. She
has a masters degree in Tropical Coastal Management from Newcastle University and a PhD from Cambridge University, UK.

Rômolo D'Hipólito is a Brazilian artist and illustrator. He is the winner of the 2019 Golden Pinwheel Special Mention Award and
the 2018 Ibero-America Ilustra Catalog Official Selection.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $39.99 
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Binding: Hardback 
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If you head south anywhere in the world, eventually you’ll reach an enormous, 
ice-covered continent. It’s the coldest, windiest, driest place on Earth. This is Antarctica.

• Antarctica is the land that lies at the South Pole and 
is mostly covered in a massive sheet of ice, 2 km 
deep (on average) and 14 million km2 in size. The ice 
sheet holds more than half of all the world’s fresh 
water. Today there’s only one other ice sheet, which 
covers the island of Greenland near the North Pole.

• Antarctica’s ice sheet creeps over the edges of 
the land onto the sea, forming huge ice shelves. 
Hundreds of giant rivers of ice, known as glaciers, 
run into the sea.

• The Antarctic region is made up of Antarctica, 
the surrounding ice shelves, glaciers and sea, plus 
19 nearby islands and archipelagos.

• Despite the extreme conditions on the land and in 
the sea, the Antarctic is home to all sorts of wildlife.

No humans have lived permanently on Antarctica. 
800 years ago, Māori people called Ngāi Tahu, 
voyaged to islands hundreds of kilometres south 
of New Zealand, but there’s little proof they went 
any closer to Antarctica.

Antarctica began to freeze around 35 million years ago. 
This was when the tip of South America moved away 

and a cold current of seawater began swirling around 
Antarctica, cutting it off from warmer parts of the planet.

Today, no single country can claim ownership of Antarctica. 
The Antarctic Treaty is an important international pact 
between over 50 countries that all agree Antarctica needs  
to be protected from environmental harm. It is now a place 
for peace and science…     

After that, lots more people from around the 
world came to Antarctica, mainly to hunt for 
seals and whales for their fur and oil.

For centuries, Europeans were convinced there was a huge 
continent at the South Pole. They called it Terra Australis 
Incognita, the ‘unknown southern continent’ and it took 
a long time to find. Explorers from Russia set eyes on the 
Antarctic ice sheet on 27th January 1820. Three days later, 
British explorers saw the tip of the Antarctic Peninsula.
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Seven scientists have formed a team on board the Noto to study the changing 
environment and wildlife around Antarctica. They come from different countries 
that are members of the Antarctic Treaty and they all have special skills.

Merhaba. I’m Lara Bardacki. 
I’ve been to Antarctica a few times, 

and I’m always excited to visit again!

Hola. My name is Javier 
Contreras. I can’t wait to 

see the emperor penguins!

Grüß Gott! My name is 
Johanna Zimmerman.  

I go by Jojo.

Hi. I’m Michelle Mhlongo. 
I’m co-chief scientist with Ari.

Hallå. I’m Ari Larsson.  
I’m co-chief scientist of 

the expedition. Annyeong! I’m Ahn Ji-hae. 
Call me Ji-hae.

Hey! I’m Oscar Luna. 
I hope I get to see my first 

Antarctic blue whale!

Ari studies glaciers, 
sea ice and other forms 
of ice. They want to 
understand how ice is 
changing as the sea 
gets warmer and how 
this affects the rest of 
the ocean.

Jojo is the technician and data 
scientist on the expedition. 
Her job is to look after all 
the technical equipment and 
make sure all the scientific 
data is properly organised 
and safely stored.

Ji-hae is a chemical 
oceanographer. She is an 
expert in the nutrients found 
in seawater that feed algae. 
She will also be studying the 
temperature and saltiness of 
seawater, and the strength 
of ocean currents.

Michelle is a marine 
biologist. She studies all 
sorts of creatures that live in 
the ocean and is especially 
interested in ecosystems on 
the seabed. Her job is also 
to pilot the deep-sea  
diving submersible

Javier is an ornithologist – 
a biologist who studies birds. 
He specialises in birds that 
spend a long time at sea, like 
penguins and albatrosses. 
He is also an ecologist – 
a scientist who studies 
how different species live 
together in ecosystems.

Oscar is a marine biologist who specialises 
in studying mammals like seals and whales. 
He has studied them in many places around 
the world, including Galápagos, but this 
is his first trip to one of the poles. On this 
expedition he’s investigating what various 
marine mammals get up to down beneath 
Antarctica’s sea ice

Lara is a physicist and is particularly 
interested in how the atmosphere 
impacts life on Earth. She specialises 
in taking measurements of the 
atmosphere all around Antarctica 
to help with weather forecasting. 
She is also on the Noto to study 
longer term climate change.
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This is the research vessel, Noto, an ice-strengthened ship about 100 metres long that will 
take our team of scientists on a journey all around the Antarctic continent and its islands.

Kia Ora! I’m Captain Nyree Paewai. 
Welcome to the Noto.

Noto is short for notothenid, the scientific 
name for one of the Antarctic’s ice-proof 

animals, the Antarctic icefish.
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1. Dry lab
2. Wet lab 
3. Deck
4. Galley/mess 
5. Bridge 
6. Life rafts
7. Cabin
8. Engine room

9. Deep-diving 
submersible

10.   Autonomous 
Underwater 
Vehicle or AUV

11. Glider
12. Hull (strengthened 

so it can push 
through sea ice)

The Noto is a brand-new, zero-carbon ship. Instead of 
burning fossil fuel, it’s powered by ammonia, a much 
cleaner chemical that doesn’t release any greenhouse 
gases. There is no single-use plastic on board and 
the team recycle everything they can. As part of the 
Antarctic Treaty, anyone visiting Antarctica must not 
leave anything behind, but take everything back with 
them (even the contents of the toilets!).
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Non-Fiction - Picture Book June 2024

Mad About Monkeys 
by Owen Davey
illustrated by Owen Davey

Owen Davey returns with a paperback edition of to his illustrated, non-fiction, About Animals series. This
time, exploring the marvellous world of monkeys!

Did you know that that the mandrill monkey has fangs that are longer than a lions? Or that some monkeys have moustaches? And
that monkeys and humans are believed to have shared a common ancestor around 25 to 30 million years ago? With over 250
species of monkey inhabiting our planet, There are so many things to discover about monkeys!

Owen Davey's bestselling About Animals series introduces you to everything you ever wanted to know about weird and wonderful
creatures from around the world.

Informative book about the variety of monkeys in our world.
Beautiful and detailed illustrations.
Educational resource for teachers and parents on wildlife.
Perfect accompaniment to KS1 and KS2 learning.

Owen Davey is a freelance illustrator, living and working from Worthing UK. His work has since been published in every continent
except Antarctica, including picture books in UK, America, Australia, Germany, France, Portugal, China & Korea. He has also worked
for some impressive clients including the New York Times, Microsoft, and Orange.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $19.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $21.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781838741525 

Age: 6 years + 

Format: 290mm x 230mm 

Extent: 40 pages 

Imprint: Flying Eye Books 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



What are M  nkeys?

Monkeys belong to a group of mammals known as primates. Humans are also primates  
but humans are not monkeys. However, monkeys and humans aren’t all that different. 

Monkeys evolved around 35 million years ago. Today, they are easily identifiable by their 
long arms and bodies covered in thick fur and their more exposed faces.

Monkey Habitats

Common Squirrel 
Monkey

Home Sweet Home

The type of place where an animal lives is known as 
their habitat. Some monkeys have a habitat high up 
in cooler mountainous regions, but most live in warm 
lowlands like savannahs, plains and more often than not, 
within tropical rainforests. Many monkeys live in trees 
to protect themselves from predators. Animals that  
live in trees are described as being arboreal. 

These hands were made  
for walkin’

Monkeys walk on all fours the
majority of the time. Animals that 
do this are called quadrupeds. 
Monkeys are able to stand and 
walk around on their back two 
legs, but only for a short time. 

So now you know the basics, let's swing right into an unforgettable adventure across  
continents, from the jungles of South America to the highlands of East Africa.  

Like us every monkey has its own character and story to tell. So get set to meet  
our quirky cousins, and go Mad about Monkeys!

Nom Nom

Monkey diets vary from 
species to species,  
but they can include fruit,  
seeds, nuts, leaves, flowers, 
insects, spiders, eggs and 
even some small animals  
like crabs and lizards. 

The varied diet  
of monkeys
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Is a M  nkey my Uncle? 

Many people believe that humans come from 
monkeys, but this is not true. Humans and  
monkeys are part of a wider group of mammals  
called Primates.  

Monkeys and humans are believed to have shared  
a common ancestor around 25 to 30 million  
years ago. Both monkeys and humans evolved  
from this animal in a variety of different ways  
until we became the species we are today. 

Evolution is the theory of how animals have  
changed over time. Certain characteristics are  
passed down from generation to generation  
to help them survive. 

Having a longer tail 
might help a monkey  

balance better in  
a tree and make it 

easier to reach fruit 
or keep safe from 

predators. A monkey 
with a long tail is then 
more likely to survive 

to have a baby with  
a long tail.

The traits of the most 
successful monkeys, 

such as a long tail, 
will thrive in a group 

and be passed down. 
Eventually the whole 

species will have 
long tails.  

The family tree below 
shows the evolution of 
primates over the last  
45 million years.

Looking at the table, you
can see that animals like  
chimpanzees, gibbons, 
or lemurs are NOT monkeys. 
They are all primates but, 
like humans, have a different 
classification to monkeys.

Common Woolly 
Monkey

The chart also shows  
that monkeys fall into  
two distinct groups.  

These are called Old 
World monkeys and 
New World monkeys.

G
reat A

pes
Lesser A

pes
M

onkeys
Prosim

ians

Humans (Genus Homo)

Chimpanzees 
(Genus Pan)

Western Gorillas 
(Genus Gorilla)

Orangutans
(Genus Pongo)

Gibbons
(Family Hylobatidae)

Old World monkeys
(Superfamily Cercopithecoidea)

New World monkeys 
(Superfamily Ceboidea)

Tarsiers 
(Family Tarsiidae)

Lorises and Lemurs (Strepsirrhini Superfamilies)
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  l  vs New

Monkeys are thought to have evolved in Africa and spread to Asia and then to the Americas. 
Those that remained in Africa and Asia are Old World monkeys and those that evolved in  
North and South America are New World monkeys.

Today, it is possible to tell whether a monkey is classed as Old World or New World 
just by looking at it. This page will get you clued up on how to tell the difference!

New World monkeys

Old World monkeys

Central America

South  
America

Africa

Asia

On the Nose

Old World monkeys tend to have narrow noses that point downwards. They have nostrils  
that are close together and open downwards too. New World monkeys, however, have flatter 
noses and their nostrils are far apart and open sideways.

Red Titi (New World)
Flat nose, opens sideways

Celebes Crested Macaque (Old World)  
Narrow nose, points downwards

Tree’s a Crowd

New World monkeys only ever  
live in trees, and are small to avoid 
breaking the branches. Most 
Old World monkeys don’t hang
around in the trees and can grow 
much bigger. 

The Tail End

Monkeys use their tails to help 
them with climbing and balancing 
in the trees, but only New World 
monkeys have something known 
as a prehensile tail. Prehensile 
means ‘able to grasp’. A prehensile 
tail is a tail that can act like an extra 
limb for the monkey.  

Grivet  
(Old World)

Bearded Saki  
(New World)

Drill  
(Old World)

Peruvian Black  
Spider Monkey  

(New World)

Silvery Marmoset 
(New World)

Take a Seat

Many species of Old World monkeys 
have strange sitting pads on their 
bottoms called ischial callosities. 
These hairless pads keep the 
monkeys more comfortable when 
they sit down on rocks or trees for 
long periods of time. 
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ADVANCE INFORMATION  Non-Fiction - Picture Book June 2024

Galapagos Islands: The World’s Living
Laboratory
by Karen Romano Young
illustrated by Amy Grimes

Welcome to the Galapágos Islands, a pristine archipelago in the Pacific Ocean, where locals and visiting
scientists work among giant tortoises, salt-snorting iguanas, diving penguins and erupting volcanoes. They
are looking for just the right balance between humans and nature to lead the world to a sustainable future.

Far off the coast of Ecuador lies a group of volcanic islands unlike any other. Home to species as diverse as giant tortoises, salt-
snorting marine iguanas, and the birds that made Charles Darwin famous, the Galapágos are a living laboratory for scientists
working on the most urgent problem of our times: How can humans exist in harmony with nature on the only planet we are ever
likely to have? 

Karen Romano Young, author of Antarctica: The Melting Continent, again takes to the field, visiting the archipelago to observe its
environments first-hand and to interview the people who are lighting the way for the rest of us. Illustrator Amy Grimes brings
Karen’s experience into vivid visual life for those of us who haven’t been there – yet.

Nonfiction reading/ information literacy at its best, with author Karen Romano
Young melding first-hand experience, interviews with scientists in the field, and
easy-to-understand background and context that will make every reader an expert
STEM, STEM, STEM, including Earth science, ecology, technology, and lots and
lots of animals.
Profiles of a diverse array of scientists and locals, historical and modern, will
activate readers to solve the problems of the world themselves
Gorgeous illustrations and maps draw the reader into the world of these exotic
islands

Karen Romano Young is a writer, illustrator, science communicator and polar explorer. She has written more than two dozen
books for children, and has illustrated several. Her acclaimed science books include Try This!, Mission: Sea Turtle Rescue, Shark
Quest, and Antarctica: The Melting Continent. She is a veteran of seven ocean science research voyages, including dives to the
bottom of the ocean. Karen lives in the woods Connecticut, USA, with her husband and a big furry dog.

Amy Grimes loves working with the natural patterns found in her subjects. She uses a variety of hand-painted textures, which she
scans and assembles to create digital collages.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $37.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $39.99 

Binding: Hardback 

ISBN: 9781804661147 

Age: 10 years + 

Format: 280mm x 260mm 

Extent: 64 pages 

Imprint: What on Earth Books 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



'The Galápagos is the last frontier, the best preserved  
place on Earth. I think every kid in the world should visit  

here once in their life and experience this place that  
is like something out of a storybook.'

Juan Pablo Muñoz-Pérez, Galápagos marine biologist, Galápagos Science Centre 

When I set foot on the Galápagos for the first time, I became part of a short 
line of people to arrive here. Short, historically, since the first humans 
probably arrived only 500 years ago, long after most of the rest of the 

world – aside from Antarctica – was full of people. Short, numerically, because not 
many people live here, and only a limited number are allowed to visit.

The Galápagos National Park covers the entire group of 21 islands and lots of 
little islets. (That sounds big, but all of the land together is only as big as the island 
of Puerto Rico in the Caribbean Sea.) Just five of the islands have people living on 
them (Isabela, Santa Cruz, Floreana, San Cristóbal and Baltra), and the total 
population of 30,000 would fill only a third of a big football stadium. People live on 
only three per cent of the land. The other 97 per cent – and the ocean surrounding 
it – has been set aside for special protection by the entire world. 

Why? These islands are the setting for a natural experiment that has taught 
us how life starts, shifts shape and restarts, and the setting for a new experiment 
that might light the way forwards for the rest of the world. 

Galápagos Ecological Airport, on Baltra Island, 
is the world’s first ‘greenʼ airport, powered 
entirely by sun and wind. Shutters open and 
close to keep the temperature comfortable, and 
the water is supplied by the island’s 
desalination plant (which takes the salt out of 
seawater to make freshwater).

Galápagos 
brown 
pelican
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'Let’s talk about the union that humans and animals  
can have, how they can protect each other and help  

each other, and how they need each other.'
Sophia Cooke, conservationist, Galápagos Conservation Trust 

After my plane landed on Baltra Island, I climbed aboard a medium-sized tour 
boat called the San José and met 13 other tourists from around the world, 
half a dozen Ecuadorian crew and tour guide Franklin Guaranda, who grew up 

here. There are no bridges among the Galápagos Islands. And even on a single 
island, volcanoes and rough terrain keep people from moving around. Any visit here 
involves boats – from tiny inflatable Zodiacs to big research ships. The San José has 
room for eating, sleeping, small meetings and relaxing, without the laboratories of 
research vessels or the hot tubs that cruise ships have.

Each day on the San José, Franklin asked our group to do challenging things – 
and we always said yes. That’s how we found ourselves climbing one ancient volcano 
and descending inside another; swimming with penguins, iguanas and sharks; 
boating in caves of birds and bats; looking at skeletons in lava holes; visiting baby 
tortoises; hiking in pirate territory; and so much more. Suntanned and sleepy by the 
time we climbed into bed, we snoozed with our doors open to the bright rays of the 
moon and the lullaby of the sea. 

Chapter One
RISING FROM  
THE SEABED

The San José

A Zodiac

6



One morning found my new friends and me creeping down a slimy stone 
staircase and trekking through Cueva del Cascajo. This cavelike lava tube was forged 
by a channel of molten lava that cooled into hard rock from the outside in. As the 
lava drained out, it left a nearly three-kilometre tunnel behind – slippery, dank, 
dripping, dotted with puddles and just high and wide enough for adventurers to 
walk, stoop or squeeze through. 

Franklin told our group stories of other lava tubes – some as wide as ten 
metres, some full of seawater and inhabited by whitetip reef sharks. The sharky 
tubes could only be explored by a combination of rock climbing, caving and 
snorkelling (they werenʼt on our itinerary, so I felt safe saying I’d like to visit!). Not 
far away, we stood on the edge of Los Gemelos (The Twins), massive pit craters that 
formed when lava flowed out of underground pockets and the ground above them 
collapsed into two enormous sinkholes. At more than 700 metres deep, either one 
could fit the world’s second-tallest building, the 128-storey Shanghai Tower, with 
more than 60 metres to spare.

Welcome to Santa Cruz island, which rises abruptly from seacoast to 
mountain, with a basement full of old lava tubes, forests shaped by lava cells that 
have burst like bubbles and an attic of misty highlands. Situated roughly in the 
centre of the archipelago (island group), it’s middle-aged compared to the older 
islands to the east and the newer ones to the west. It’s also home to a town of 
18,000 people and the headquarters of the Galápagos National Park Service.

The Galápagos archipelago is a work in progress. Earth’s oceans and 
continents all ride atop massive pieces of crust called tectonic plates, greased from 
underneath by a layer of melted rock called magma. Hot spots occur where deep 
wells of magma push up, punching through the crust to form undersea volcanoes. 
Over millions of years, the magma (called lava when it reaches the Earth’s surface) 
flows out of these volcanoes and builds up into seamounts, undersea mountains 
that eventually nose up out of the sea as islands. That’s what happened, and is still 
happening, here. 

The Galápagos hot spot* formed around 23 million years ago where a plume of 
heat from beneath the seabed pressed the Earth’s crust up, forming a volcano. 
About 1,600 kilometres from the hot spot, two side-by-side plates – the Cocos and 
Nazca Plates – continually split apart, opening a seam in the ocean floor called the 
Galápagos Rift. As magma oozes up to fill the seam, it solidifies into rock, forming 
new ocean floor – and pushing the Nazca plate slowly east-southeast towards 
Ecuador at a rate of four centimetres a year. 

The hot spot doesn’t move – the land moves over it. As the plates of the 
Earthʼs crust are carried away from the hot spot, old islands crumble into the sea to 
the east and new ones emerge over the hot spot to the west. Española, the 
southeasternmost island, is among the oldest at three to four million years old – 
but only among the islands with their tops to the sky. East of Española lies the 
Carnegie Ridge, a chain of ancient islands sunk in the sea. Fernandina, to the west, is 
the youngest island, just 700,000 years old. And that’s where we were headed next.

Franklin is a naturalist and a National 
Park Ranger. only Galapagueños – people 
born here or married to someone who was 
– can hold this job. Besides guiding tours 
and keeping people safe, Franklin monitors 
the health of the places he visits and the 
wildlife there. He’s so expert that he can 
tell when something doesn’t belong. He was 
the first person ever to sight a dolphin 
gull in the Galápagos – a bird usually 
found off the coast of southern Argentina 
and Chile 5,ooo km away. 

FRANKLIN GUARANDA AND A TROOP OF TOURISTS  
(INCLUDING VISITING BIRDS)

* It's called a hot ‘spot’ but is actually 150 kilometres wide.

Dolphin gull

9



ADVANCE INFORMATION  Non-Fiction - Narrative June 2024

Who Makes an Ocean? 
by Sally Nicholls
illustrated by Carolina Rabei

A beautifully poetic introduction to how the oceans came to be from Waterstones prize-winning Sally
Nicholls.

Discover how an ocean is made - and how life developed on Earth - in this stunning picture book by Waterstones award-winning
Sally Nicholls and illustrated by rising star Carolina Rabei.

Who made the oceans? An ancient god? A magic spell? A billion firefighters and all their hoses? Come on a trip to the Sea Museum
with Dad, and find out how the oceans came to be, and why they’re so important to our planet.

Also in the Who Makes... series:
Who Makes a Forest?

The fascinating story of life on our planet, told in simple and engaging prose.
Includes non-fiction endpapers that show ocean ecosystems, how human actions
have impacted on them, and what we can do to help.
Sally Nicholls, winner of the Waterstones Children’s Book Prize, has been
shortlisted for the Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize, the Costa Children’s Book
Award, and the Carnegie Medal, twice.
Carolina Rabei’s books have been nominated for the Kate Greenaway Medal, and
shortlisted for the Read It Again! Award.

Sally Nicholls grew up in Stockton-on-Tees, and after school, travelled the world, working for a period at a Red Cross hospital in
Japan. Sally's first novel, Ways to Live Forever, won the Waterstones Children's Book Prize and she has been shortlisted for the
Guardian Children's Fiction Prize, the Costa Children's Book Award, and the Carnegie Medal, twice. She lives in Oxford.

Carolina Rabei is an illustrator with a BA in Graphic Design, and a distinction in the MA in Children’s Book Illustration from the
prestigious Cambridge School of Art. Carolina's books have been nominated for the Kate Greenaway Medal, shortlisted for the Read
It Again! award and featured on The Independent's list of 11 Best Books for 4 to 7-Year-Olds.

Publication Date: 05 June 2024 

AU Price (incl. GST): $16.99 

NZ Price (incl. GST): $18.99 

Binding: Paperback 

ISBN: 9781839131318 

Age: 4 years + 

Format: 280mm x 240mm 

Extent: 32 pages 

Imprint: Andersen Press 

Australian Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services
PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW 2577
Telephone: 1300 551 721
Fax: 1800 645 547

New Zealand Distribution
Harper Entertainment Distribution Services

PO Box 264 • Moss Vale NSW AUSTRALIA 2577
Telephone: 1800 766 569

Fax: 0800 452 633

For any publicity enquires contact: PublicityWBA@walkerbooks.com.au
For any marketing enquires contact: MarketingWBA@walkerbooks.com.au



Who made the oceans? Who made the oceans? 
An ancient god? A magic spell? An ancient god? A magic spell? 

A billion firefighters and all their hoses?A billion firefighters and all their hoses?
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First, there was a new Earth of dust and fire and First, there was a new Earth of dust and fire and 
stone. A barren world. No trees. No grass. No life at all. stone. A barren world. No trees. No grass. No life at all. 

A fiery planet of lava and volcanoes.A fiery planet of lava and volcanoes.
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The rocks burned, and sent up steam. The rocks burned, and sent up steam. 



Rain fell.Rain fell.
Droplets of water on an empty land.Droplets of water on an empty land.

Pools formed. Then streams and rivers. Lakes. And oceans.Pools formed. Then streams and rivers. Lakes. And oceans.
Salt from the rocks was washed into the water. The planet Salt from the rocks was washed into the water. The planet 

cooled. And waited.cooled. And waited.
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Chapter One: Climate Change and 
Animal Extinction

Extinct means a species no longer exists. Dinosaurs became extinct a long time ago. People 
can only learn about them through books, fossils, and museums. Many living animals face the 
same possibility.
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Climate change puts countless animals at risk. Because of rising global temperatures, they lose 
food and water sources as well as their habitats. Scientists have predicted that by the year 
2070, between 16 and 30 percent of known animal species will become extinct.

5



The Red List gives each animal, 
plant, and fungus a category. This 
way, scientists can know how much 
danger a living thing might be in.

I work 
for IUCN, the 

International Union for 
Conservation of Nature. I help 

keep track of where animals fall 
on the Red List. Has anyone 

ever heard of the Red 
List before?

I work 
for IUCN, the 

International Union for 
Conservation of Nature. I help 

keep track of where animals fall 
on the Red List. Has anyone 

ever heard of the Red 
List before?

What 
kind of categories are 

there?

What 
kind of categories are 

there?
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The small village is home to the Qaluyaarmiut, 
or “dip net people.”

The village of Newtok, Alaska, is 
located near the Ninglick River.

Our tribe has 
lived on this river for 

2,000 years.

Our tribe has 
lived on this river for 

2,000 years.
We still 

practice the 
same traditions 

as our 
ancestors.

We still 
practice the 

same traditions 
as our 

ancestors.

This 
summer I am 

learning to fish, 
sew, and carve 

wood.

This 
summer I am 

learning to fish, 
sew, and carve 

wood.

Chapter One: On the Move
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Newtok is losing 70 feet* of land each year because of coastal erosion. The sea level is rising 
and washing over the land.

*21.3 meters

Warmer global temperatures are causing areas of permafrost to thaw. Permafrost is soil that 
has been frozen for at least two years. Some has been frozen for hundreds of thousands of 
years. The permafrost around the Ninglick River is thawing into mud and washing into the river.
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When I 
was a little 

girl, I could not 
even see the 
river from my 

home.

When I 
was a little 

girl, I could not 
even see the 
river from my 

home.

Really? 
But the river 
is right over 

there!

Really? 
But the river 
is right over 

there!

I’m not ready 
to leave. Why can’t 

we stay?

I’m not ready 
to leave. Why can’t 

we stay?

The 
water gets 

closer every year. 
There is no way to 

stop it.

The 
water gets 

closer every year. 
There is no way to 

stop it.

All that land 
has washed away. 

The water is only 80 
feet* from our back 

door now.

All that land 
has washed away. 

The water is only 80 
feet* from our back 

door now.

*24.4 m 6
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