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On page 9 Paddy starts imagining that he is like Albert Einstein and • 
wins the Nobel Science Prize. Who was Albert Einstein and what is 
the Nobel Prize? Use the internet and your school library to research 
these two topics. Present your findings to the class.

On page 9 Paddy thinks “I was all into revealing results if they• 
involved any of the exploding, erupting, excreting emissions I’d
imagined”. The four words beginning with ‘e’ are an example of 
alliteration. Try to describe the following nouns using alliteration – 
tree, sea, desk, pencil. Find other examples of alliteration throughout
the book. (Hint: p11, p13, p63)

Page 14-16. Fartem gives the students the rules, “The Charter” for • 
looking after the egg. How else can you organise these rules? Create
a list and number each rule.  What is a ‘charter’? Research.

On p18 Paddy describes his egg as an inanimate object. Find the• 
definition of inanimate? Fartem has asked them to individualise their
egg and name it.  As a class, give names to other inanimate objects 
around the classroom. Try to use alliteration e.g Danny desk, Wilbur 
wall, Polly pencil.

There are many puns in Egghead. Find as many puns and words that • 
relate to eggs in the story. List these.

Paddy has to write diary entries for Nog as part of his homework. • 
Write your own diary entry for an inanimate object. You could 
choose something like your shoes, school bag or pencil. Try to 
imagine what the day is like for it. 

Read pages 61-67. Paddy wonders why he is so upset when Nog gets • 
crushed.  What are some things that you treasure which you would 
be upset to lose or break? Why is it important to respect other 
people’s things? Discuss. 

Read Chapter 11. Phooze has placed a clip of Paddy on “YouTube”. • 
How is this a form of bullying? Why do you think Phooze has done 
this and how would you feel if somebody did this to you? Discuss in 
groups and then share your thoughts with the class. 

View the ‘pros and cons’ list on p82. This is a way of dividing your • 
thoughts to help you make a decision. Think of something you do 
everyday and then make a pros and cons list about if you were not to 
do it e.g. eat breakfast, do homework.

When you have finished reading• Egghead write a book review. d

Lightning Strikes: Egghead
By Clare Scott

ISBN: 9781921150814819819

ARRP: $12.952.952.95

NZRRP: $14.9914.99$14.99

No. of Pages: 96

Themes:
Responsibility 
Care & Compassionssissi
Bullying/Cyber-bullyingubul
Science
Informal Text Typeses

When their teacher sets a class experiment, the students’ initial 
excitement turns sour when they discover it is a social experiment 
that will test their character. Their assignment is to look after an 
egg as though it were a baby for a whole week. They have to name 
it, protect it and take it with them wherever they go (or arrange 
an egg-sitter if need be). If they lose or damage it in any way they 
will fail, Paddy thinks it’s going to be a l-o-n-g week looking after his 
own egg-child, Nog.  However, Paddy surprisingly develops feelings 
for Nog. He is devastated when, at the end of the week, the school 
bully smashes his egg all over his head. He is further humiliated 
when footage of the incident turns up on YouTube. But disaster is 
soon turned into triumph when a shampoo company sees the video 
and pays him to appear in a commercial. He will now be known as 
an egghead forever – but for all the right reasons!

 Synopsis

Clare Scott was born in South Auckland and has tried lots of things 
in her life, such as manufacturing, nursing, selling, administrating, 
wife-ing, mothering, nana-ing, teaching and writing. All of these 
things involve using lots of words, but writing is the best! Clare 
has had many readers published, with some translated into other 
languages. She has also had poems, articles, and adult short stories 
published in books, newspapers and magazines. Check out Clare’s 
other title in the Lightning Strikes series, The Great Shave.

Clare Scott’s inspiration for writing Egghead:

“When my daughter was a new teen, her very optimistic teacher 
set an assignment for the class – to look after an egg as though 
it was a baby for a whole month. Considering most of the kids 
couldn’t even look after themselves properly, this was a BIG ask. 
The mortality rate was very high! It was a huge struggle for the 
girls, so I wondered how much harder it would be for a young guy 
to cope, especially with the inevitable teasing. When bullying/cyber-
bullying raised its ugly head in Paddy’s story, I knew things would get 
messy – in more ways than one. 
Of course, in my family an egg story told without puns would be 
unthinkable – my dad taught me well.  An on-going tradition for us 
is telling ‘punny stories’ that go on and on and round and round 
until finally everyone cracks up!”

Author Focus

Activity Ideas

Freaky and Haunted coming March 2009!
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W A L K E R  B O O K S  Cla s s room Idea s

Find the definitons of the following words that occur throughout the • 
book: effortlessly (p13), stupor (p22), incredulous (p26), resounded 
(p33), unfathomable (p37), woeful (p59), scarpered (p81).

Read the description on p11 of the object that Morgan has caught.• 
This description explains its size, weight and colour. 
Write a descriptive paragraph on an item in your classroom or at 
home. Try to include estimated size, weight and colour. 

Look at the scoreboard on p13.  Answer the following questions:• 
Who won the third innings?
If innings 7-9 did not occur, what would be the score?
How many runs would Lawson need to win the game?

View the news article on p17. Create your own news article for • 
something that has happened recently at your school. This could be 
an exciting event or simply what you had for lunch. Make sure you 
include a topic heading and catchphrase.

View the movie poster on p 35. Create your own movie poster for • 
something that is currently showing. Use the same layout as the 
poster in The Meteorite Kid.

Read chapter 8. What do you think a “pegasoid” is? As a class, come • 
up with some definitions for a “pegasoid”.  Answer questions such as: 
Where do you think it is from? How old is it? Who does it belong to?

Read chapter 10, when Morgan discovers what the object is. What • 
do you think might be in it? Draw a picture or write a description of 
what you think could hatch. 

The object gives Morgan psychic powers. Make a table with two • 
columns. Label the columns pros and cons. List the pros and cons 
of having psychic powers. When would they be an advantage? When 
would they be a disadvantage?

Morgan does everything she can to protect the object, even lying and • 
deceiving others. Discuss in groups when it was helpful for Morgan to 
lie and when it wasn’t. Do you think she made the right decisions?

When you have finished reading • The Meteorite Kid write a review.d

Lightning Strikes: The Meteorite Kid
By Carol Faulkner

ISBN: 9781921150807819819

ARRP: $12.952.952.95

NZRRP: $14.9914.99$14.99

No. of Pages: 11000

Themes:
Responsibility 
Care & Compassionssissi
Sci-Fi/Fantasy
Maths
Informal Text Typeses

During a school baseball game, Morgan Mayne gets more 
than she bargains for when she catches a strange, unearthly 
object that falls from the sky. This mysterious object turns
out to be a meteorite that has a strange power over 
anyone who touches it, giving everyone, except for Morgan, 
terrible flashbacks to distressing past events. As Morgan is 
the only one who can safely touch it, she takes possession 
of the meteorite. However, it is really the meteorite that 
takes ownership of Morgan as it has chosen her to protect 
it. She soon discovers that it isn’t really a meteorite after 
all: it is a living thing – an egg – and it’s about to hatch …
But what on earth is it? And can she possibly save it? 

 Synopsis

Carol Faulkner is a full-time children’s author living in Adelaide’sr
western suburbs. Her first book, a junior novel, was published
after she completed a Diploma of Professional Children’s Writing
in 1999. She has since had three more junior novels published, 
and her first picture book is due for release in 2009. Carol is a
member of the Australian Society of Authors, the South Australian
Writers’ Centre, and the Ekidnas Children’s Writers’ Group. She
is married with two teenagers, a German shepherd and a green
tree frog. She enjoys music, reading, crosswords, and good times
with family and friends.

Carol Faulkner’s inspiration for writing The Meteorite Kid:
“The book was inspired by a newspaper article about a meteorite
that crashed into a suburban family’s living room in Auckland, NZ. 
I still have the article which is pasted, alongside many others, in
my “Ideas” scrapbook.”

Author Focus

Activity Ideas

Freaky and Haunted coming March 2009!www.walkerbooks.com.au
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This story is based on an urban myth. What is an urban myth?• 
Find other examples of urban myths. What is it about an urban
myth that makes people believe it? (E.g. Type of language used/
usually states it is from a trusted source etc.) What role does
the internet play in the spreading of these stories?

Aunty Nina and Uncle Trev are obsessed with their garden. • 
Oscar is obsessed with computer games. Find evidence in
the book to support these statements. What is an obsession?
How is being obsessed with something different than just
being interested in it? What are the advantages/disadvantages
of having an obsession? Do you think Jayden is obsessed with
skateboarding? Discuss. 

Jayden’s relatives live at Cactus Court. What is a cactus?• 
What are its defining features? Research rare cacti.Write an
information report on one.

The scientific name for the cactus in the story is CACTORIUM• 
TARANTULLA GIGARTUM.What clues about the cactus are
there in this name? Create “fake” scientific names for various
“real” plants and animals. 

On p56, there is the start of an internet article about• 
CACTORIUM TARANTULLA GIGARTUM.What other things
might this article have gone on to say? What do we know about
this cactus from the story? Complete the article using this
knowledge.

Spiders feature in this story. Do tiger-striped bird-eating• 
tarantulas really exist? Research these spiders on the internet to
determine this.

On p71, it says:“Then I discovered what evil lay inside.” What• 
other “evils” other than spiders could have been found inside
the cactus? How would the story change? Write the next scene
in the story, but with a different creature emerging from the
cactus.

Lightning Strikes: Freaky
By Sue Whiting
ISBN: 97819211507918181

ARRP: $12.952.2.9

NZRRP: $14.99$14.99$14.99

No. of Pages:ges:ges:: 969696

March 2009

Themes:
Urban myths
Obsession
Family 
Courage / bravery
Taking initiative

 Informal text types

When Jayden’s parents go off on their second honeymoon, he’s
forced to stay with his eccentric and prickly cactus-devoted
relatives in Nullaloo. He can’t wait for the three weeks to be over. 
But Jayden’s boredom turns to distress when his aunt and uncle
bring home an unusual cactus that instantly gives him the shivers. 
There’s just something spooky about it … evil even. And when it
starts shaking and increasing in size, he knows his instincts are right. 
Jayden soon discovers that it’s an extremely rare – and dangerous
– cactus that houses a nest of tarantula eggs. The eggs usually stay
dormant for years and will only hatch during periods of heavy
rain. However, a good soaking from the tap at his uncle’s request
unwittingly releases the spiders and Jayden soon finds himself in a
situation straight out of a late-night horror movie. Can Jayden face
his fears and rescue them all?

 Synopsis

After developing a passion for children’s literature as a primary 
school teacher, Sue Whiting now works full time in the field she
loves, dividing her time between working as a children’s book editor 
and writing stories for young people. Sue has had almost sixty 
children’s books published, ranging from rhyming romping verse 
for the very young to novels for pre-teens. For more information 
about the author, please visit her website: www.suewhiting.com

Sue Whiting’s inspiration for writing Freaky:
“I was sitting in the staffroom at the school I used to teach at,when
the school secretary came in with an email she received from a 
friend. The email told how a “friend of the friend” had bought a rare 
cactus from Mexico and planted it in his garden. Everything was fine
until the day the cactus exploded and revealed huge spiders nesting 
inside it. Being arachnophobic, I was horrified – aghast! When I
discovered the story was a hoax, an urban myth, I felt rather foolish
– I had been totally sucked in by it – but I also had a rather delicious
idea for a new story …”

Author Focus

Activity Ideas

The Master coming May 2009!www.walkerbooks.com.au
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Read page 7. Describe a morning in your household. What is • 
everyone doing? What do you need to get ready for school?

Read page 12. Rewrite the text messages with correct • 
spelling and punctuation. Discuss why you think words are 
abbreviated for text messaging.

Read Ch 2. Georgia is being teased by her brother and cousin • 
and asks why they are being so cruel. Why do you think they 
are being mean to her? As a class discuss bullying and why it is 
important to be accepting of others.

Read pages 19-20. Draw/illustrate the house that has been • 
described.

Read chapter 3. Who do you think Lily is? Do you think • 
Georgia is right in her assumptions?

Read the riddle on page 33.What is the definition of a riddle?• 
Find other riddles and test them on your classmates. Use the 
riddles that you have collected to create your own riddle 
book.

Read page 47. Write a letter in the style of an email about • 
what you did on the weekend. You could do this activity in 
pairs so that your partner can write a response. Be sure to 
include an interesting subject.

Jeff is afraid of the ghost in the homestead. Are you afraid of • 
anything? What is the difference between fear and phobia? 
Look at different types of phobias and what they are called.

Do you believe in ghosts? Have a debate about whether • 
ghosts are real or not.

Read Ch 11. Ned and Georgia are escaping the burning house. • 
What should you do if there is a fire in your home? What are
the safety precautions for preventing a fire in the home?Visit
your local Fire Brigade website for more information.

Look at the image of the headstone on page 80. Research the • 
headstone of somebody famous. What does it say about the 
person?

Lightning Strikes: Haunted
By Lorraine Orman

ISBN: 9781921150821819819

ARRP: $12.952.952.95

NZRRP: $14.9914.99$14.99

No. of Pages: 96

Themes:
Bullying
Sibling Relationshipsshsh
Supernatural
Fear/Courage
Informal Text Types

When Georgia’s parents send her and her brother, Ned, off 
to their Uncle and Aunt’s sheep farm for the holidays, Georgia
thinks things couldn’t get any worse. She soon finds, however,
that not only does she have to spend time with her bully of a
cousin, Jeff, but that Ned has deserted her to become Jeff ’s new
best friend. Left with little else than to go for lonely treks across
the paddocks, she discovers an old rundown homestead. There
she meets a strange local girl called Lily who wants to be friends. 
Georgia thinks she’s weird but decides anything is better than
spending time with Ned and Jeff and so she goes back to visit her. 
But Georgia soon discovers Lily is more than just a little odd – 
she’s been dead for over 150 years.  And Lily wants them all to
be best friends … forever.

 Synopsis

Lorraine Orman has worn many hats, most of them relating
to children’s books: reader, librarian, parent, book reviewer, book 
promoter, and lastly, author. Having written short stories as a
hobby for most of her life, she gave up full-time library work a few
years ago to concentrate on writing children’s novels. Her first
novel, Cross Tides, launched her career as a writer and her other 
books include teenage novels, historical books and junior fiction.
She also reviews children’s books for Magpies.

Lorraine Orman’s inspiration for writing Haunted:

“When I was young I sometimes stayed on a friend’s dairy/sheep
farm south of Auckland. There was a derelict homestead on the
farm and we often used to play there. One room was full of hay
bales – great fun. We also turned an upstairs bedroom into a den. 
But we knew we couldn’t go into some of the rooms because
the floors were rotten. Sometimes we peeled the wallpaper off
the scrim and revealed old newspapers stuck underneath, dating
back to the 1800s. Looking back, I think the freedom we had
to romp through the old house and play inventive games was
very precious. I have always wanted to write a story set in this
homestead, and Haunted is the result.”d

Author Focus

Activity Ideas

The Master coming May 2009!www.walkerbooks.com.au
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W A L K E R  B O O K S    Cla s s room Idea s

Read the blurb on the back cover. Who do you think ‘The • 
Master’ is? What is a prank? 

View the billycart notice in the newsletter on page 9. Re-create • 
this notice as a poster. Remember to include the relevant 
information and add imagery as well. The notice asks parents to 
fill in an entry form. Create this entry form.  

On page 12 Grandpa uses the line “The Master promises no • 
tricks while working on the Grasshopper’s billycart”. In this 
sentence who is ‘The Master’ and who is ‘the Grasshopper’? Why 
do you think Grandpa has assigned these two names? 

View the billycart plan on page 14. Find an object at home or at • 
school and draw it in a similar way, from a side view, front view 
and top view. Where possible include the length, depth and height 
measurements. Why are plans important when designing an 
object? What could happen if we didn’t have plans? 

On page 23 Rick thinks “He wanted Gramps to be caught just like • 
a fly in that spider’s web”. This is a simile. What other similes can 
you think of? 

Read pages 23-24. Rick has made a list to help him organise his • 
thoughts. List the benefits of making a list. 

Read chapter 4. Discuss the prank that Rick plays on Grandpa. • 
Write down all the steps, numbered 1, 2, 3…, that Rick has to 
go through to play the prank on Grandpa. Do you think it was a 
good prank? What was it that gave Rick away in the end? 

Read page 37. Rick uses different search combinations to look for • 
tyres on the internet. Which of the three searches do you think 
would provide the most results/least results? Brian states “You 
can’t believe everything you read on the web”. Discuss internet 
research. Why is it important to make sure that facts are correct 
and from a reliable source? 

Read pages 54-55. Who is Michael Schumacher and why is he • 
mentioned here?  

Make a list of the different tricks that occur in the story. Rate • 
these tricks from 1-10, 1 being ‘the least effective’ and 10 being 
‘the most effective’. Compare your ratings with the class. Which 
trick was rated the best overall?

Lightning Strikes: The Master
By Geoff Havel
ISBN: 9781921150852

ARRP: $12.95

NZRRP: $14.99

No. of Pages:  96

May 2009

Themes:
 Tricks/Jokes/Pranks 
 Design & Technology
 Grandparents
 Humour
 Farms
 Informal text types

Rick and his grandpa are competing for the title of ‘The 
Master’ in a battle of practical jokes … but will it all go too 
far?

Rick loves a good prank. Almost as much as Grandpa does. 
His grandfather thinks Rick has much to learn but Rick thinks 
otherwise – his latest idea is going to be the best prank 
ever and will show Grandpa a thing or two. But Rick and 
Grandpa will have to put aside their games while they are 
working on a billycart for the School Billycart Trials. Can 
they concentrate on the billycart and win the race? Will Rick 
be able to formulate the best prank ever and become ‘The 
Master’? An hilarious tale that shows the fun in competition 
and the concentration and planning that goes into building a 
billycart or creating the best prank of all time.

 Synopsis

Geoff Havel was born in the mountains of New Guinea but 
now lives in Perth with his wife, Sindy. His two children, Jade 
and Josh have grown up and left home and now, Geoff is a 
grandfather. Geoff has been a primary school teacher for 22 
years and has written two picture books and three children’s 
novels. The Master is his first book for Walker Books. 

Author Focus

Activity Ideas

The Big Dig and Dog Squad coming July 2009!www.walkerbooks.com.au
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About the series
Why incorporate Lightning Strikes in your reading 
program? 

Short, fast-moving, plot-driven stories that will spark • 
enthusiasm for books and reading
Topics and themes full of humour that will appeal to the • 
interests of today’s children aged 9-14
Short chapters - perfect for guided reading sessions• 
Eye-catching design and covers• 
Perfect stepping stone into more complex fiction• 
Includes stories that will appeal to both boys and girls• 



W A L K E R  B O O K S    Cla s s room Idea s
Lightning Strikes: Dog Squad
By Meredith Costain
ISBN: 9781921529160

ARRP: $12.95

NZRRP: $14.99

No. of Pages: 112

July 2009

Themes:
 Bullying
 Dogs
 Maths
 Mystery
 Informal Text Types

Jez has a problem. He’s just broken his sister’s guinea pig hutch 
and the guinea pigs have gone AWOL. Needing a quick solution, 
he enlists his mates, Cheezel and Drago, to help replace the 
hutch and the missing guinea pigs. The plan succeeds but Jez 
soon finds he’s stuck with a bigger problem: unbeknownst to Jez, 
Drago took out a loan with his brother, Crippler, to pay for all of 
this and he wants to be paid back within a week. Needing money 
– fast – Jez stumbles on a plan to find (or rather replace) a local 
councillor’s missing dog and make a mozza off the reward money. 
A madcap adventure involving dog-napping, dog-switching and a 
poodle called Fifibelle follows … but will Jez and the dog squad 
succeed? 

 Synopsis

Meredith Costain grew up on a dairy farm on the Koo Wee 
Rup swamp in West Gippsland, Victoria. After finishing school 
she worked as a teacher and played in a few rock and blues bands, 
before becoming a full-time writer. She now lives in inner-city 
Melbourne with a menagerie of pets, including a kelpie cross and 
a red heeler. Her work ranges from picture books through to 
popular fiction and non-fiction for older readers, and includes 
Musical Harriet, A Year in Girl Hell and CBCA Honour Book 
Doodledum Dancing.

For more information about Meredith Costain visit her website:

www.meredithcostain.com

Meredith Costain’s inspiration for writing Dog Squad:
Dogs have always been a big part of my life. I grew up on a farm 
and we always had working dogs, but they were our friends as 
well, part of the family. There’s something about dogs – they are 
loyal and loving and just want to be with you no matter what 
you’re doing. So it breaks my heart to know that many dogs are 
dumped when it’s no longer ‘convenient’ for their owners to look 
after them. I’m also fascinated by the way that dogs treat humans 
as part of their pack. I thought it would be fun to have a group of 
boys who hang out together and squabble and play-fight, just like 
puppies do. Every pack has a leader, and in this case it’s Jez. Well, 
that’s what he likes to think, anyway!

Author Focus

Activity Ideas
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Read the blurb. What do you think this story is about? Read the • 
last line “Has the Dog Squad bitten off more than it can chew?” 
This is an idiom. What is an idiom? Do you know any other 
phrases like this? 

Read the description of Crunch in Chapter 1. Draw Crunch • 
from this description. 

Many of the characters in this book have nicknames. What does • 
this say about their relationships with one another? Do you have 
a nickname? 

Read page 30-31. If Jez doesn’t pay Crippler the $96 and the • 
interest rate is 10% per week after that, how much will Jez then 
owe in a week? 

Create your own dog walking poster (read page 35). What • 
would you add/change? 

Read page 38. If Jez and Cheezel do dog walks for $2 an hour • 
and each walk takes one hour, how many hours of dog walking 
would they need to do to earn $96? 

What is a lyrebird? (page 68) Lyrebirds are a native animal of • 
Australia. Research different native animals in your country.  

Read page 71. Rewrite the text message from Crippler with the • 
correct grammar and spelling.  

The Dog Squad try to get Whitey from the pound. Research • 
animal rescue centres such as the RSPCA. In Chapter 14 the 
man from the pound says that “We can’t hold onto them 
forever”. Why can’t they? How can you help organisations that 
look after animals without a home? 

Write a review of • Dog Squad. Include information about the 
storyline, what you liked and the major themes/issues in the 
book.  

Do you have a pet? Create a pet profile. Draw a picture of your • 
pet and include information about what type of animal it is, when 
it was born, its name and any other special facts about it.  

What is a ‘squad’? What other ‘squads’ can you think of? If you • 
had a squad what would it be for? What would it be called?



W A L K E R  B O O K S    Cla s s room Idea s
Lightning Strikes: The Big Dig
By Meg McKinlay

ISBN: 9781921529139

ARRP: $12.95

NZRRP: $14.99

No. of Pages: 96

July 2009

Themes:
 Science
 Maths
 Swimming
 Informal Text Types

An hilarious new Lightning Strikes story featuring characters from Going for 
Broke!  
It is a rule of the universe that Ronnie, Weasel and Nathan spend their summers 
at the local pool. So when they turn up as usual on opening day to buy their 
season passes and discover the pool is closed, the boys are devastated. With 
their only choices being to join the pricey BayView Leisure Centre or get the 
old blow-up out of storage, their summer is looking dire. That is, until Nathan 
comes up with the very brilliant idea to build their own pool in his mum’s 
backyard. The plan is simple: Dig. Dig Some More. Put Water In. Swim. But 
perhaps the plan is a little too simple as this dig isn’t going to be as easy as it 
seems … 

 Synopsis
Meg McKinlay grew up in Bendigo, Victoria, in a book-loving, TV 
and car-free household. A poet as well as a children’s writer, Meg 
developed an affinity with the Japanese language after going on an 
exchange year in high school, and went on to complete a PhD in 
Japanese Literature. Along the way, she has worked in a variety of 
jobs including swim instructor, tour guide, translator and teacher. 
These days she lives with her family near the ocean in Fremantle, 
Western Australia, and is an Honorary Research
Associate at the University of Western Australia where she has taught 
Australian Literature, Japanese and Creative Writing.   Meg divides 
her time between teaching and writing, a balance that swings wildly 
between chaos and calm. She is the author of Annabel, again and the 
Lightning Strikes title Going for Broke published by Walker Books. 

Meg McKinlay’s inspiration for writing The Big Dig:
“Like the boys in The Big Dig, my brothers and I lived at the local pool 
when we were kids. It was only a fifteen-minute bike ride, but that 
seemed far enough in the middle of summer when it was pushing 40 
degrees. We were always pressuring our parents for a backyard pool 
and one day Dad finally snapped and said, “Yeah, you can have one if 
you dig it yourself.” That was more than enough for my older brother, 
who immediately took matters, and shovels, into his own hands. Things 
descended into “mud-pit” very quickly, though, and he only managed 
to salvage the hours of work he’d put in by turning it into a cunningly 
concealed booby trap for the rest of us. My brother’s poorly thought 
out backyard pool was definitely the starting point for The Big Dig. 
I needed a stronger motivation for Nathan and his mates to start 
digging, though, and I decided the sudden closure of their local pool 
would do the job. This was something that never happened to my 
brothers and I, although the pool we so loved was radically re-vamped 
many years later into the kind of whizzbang aquatic centre complex 
Nathan, Ronnie and Weasel encounter in The Big Dig, complete with 
warning signs of every description. When I first visited it as an adult, I 
remember thinking how even though it was all kinds of fantastic in some 
ways, it had lost much of the homegrown flavour of the old pool, and 
that was a shame. That memory definitely came into play in the story, 
too. Funnily enough, shortly after I finished the manuscript, a series of 
articles started appearing in my local community newspaper - “Centre 
Closed!”, “A Fifty Minute Drive for a Swim?” and “Sad Farewell to a 
Local Favourite.” The council had closed a community pool and was 
“centralising” facilities at the fabulous new aquatic centre, which locals 
described as “too far,” “too crowded” and “packed with grandparents 
and swimming classes”, all things the boys rail against in The Big Dig. It 
was a little spooky! Now, I’m just waiting for a follow-up article  “Boys 
Welcome Locals to Backyard Pool” to confirm my incredible psychic 
powers.”
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Create an author profile using some of the information above. You can • 
also visit Meg McKinlay’s website:

www.megmckinlay.com
Read the blurb for • The Big Dig. The reader is asked the question “What 
could possibly go wrong?”. What do you think could go wrong? Before 
reading the book write down some possible answers to this question.
Read page 9.  The boys’ teacher made them work out how much it • 
costs to swim each day. How much would it cost if you only swam 
every second day or once a week?
Read Chapter 1. Why do you think the Newton Community Pool is • 
closed? Have a discussion about possible reasons.
Read pages 15 to 16. Why do you think the writing is wavy with bubbles • 
around it? How would you write the text if this was for a park or a 
beach? Re-write “Make a SPLASH at BayView” with your own design.
Read page 20. Do you have any rules at school e.g. no littering, out of • 
bounds? As a class create signs for your school to demonstrate these 
rules. 
Read Chapter 4. What is the ‘plan’ that the boys come up with? Do you • 
think this is a well formulated plan? What other steps do you think they 
might need to add?
View page 50. What would the ultimate pool look like? Draw a picture • 
of it. You might want to include plants, waterfalls, bridges and pool 
equipment.
What is water aerobics? What other activities can you do in the water? • 
Research different water sports and what they entail.
Read page 68. Nathan says that you don’t need “science or angles”. • 
What do you think of this? Think of other building structures e.g. your 
house, classroom. What shapes are used to create the building? Why 
would science and angles be important?
What do you think the boys should call their self-made aquatic park? In • 
groups think of a name for their pool and create a sign/pamphlet for it, 
outlining all the features that it has.
After reading • The Big Dig write a review of it.


